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CHAPTER XIV. 

Bagn^res de Bigorre — Its enyirons— .Little knowledge which the 
French hare of the Pyrene^— 'Valley of the Campan — St. Marie 
— French Protestant Clergyman — Valley d'Aure — Counts of 
Armagnac — Path to Luchon — Effects of a dreadful Thunder 
Storm — Viel — Destruction of the Village of St. Lary — Exquisite 
Valley of Tramesaigues — Force of the flooded River — ^Village 
of Aragnouet — Account of the late awful Storm — Plan — Gran- 
deur of the Pyrenean Mountains — Port of Camhiel— ^Mountain 
Dairy. 

Bagneres de Bigorr^ the most fiashionable of 
all the Pyrenean watering places, is neither 
situated in the mountains nor in the plains ; the 
buttresses of the great mountains to the south of 
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it, do indeed stretch out to the right and left of 
its sweet valley of the Campan, but in character 
they are soft and gentle, aboimding in sunny 
slopes and shady groves, and just sufficiently 
imposing to constitute a connecting link between 
the mountains and the plains. 

From the flattering descriptions which varioiis 
of the Parisien " water drinkers " have given of 
Bagn^res and its environs, it has appeared to 
them to be " un rendezvous d'amour ; le jeune 
homme caresse du regard les jolies femmes 
etrangeres ou citadines ; le moraliste prepare ses 
tablettes, a Paspect de cette foule d'originaux de 
toutes nations ; le naturaliste, au milieu des chants 
de Sybaris, prete Toreille au murmure lointain 
des ^yes, ^ la chute des rochers sourcilleux ; 
l^attisan, 1^ parasite, viennent spSculer siu* les 
vices des riches; le joueur s'y montre, tfayant 
d'autre instinct que le gout de Tor, d'autre 
divinite que le hasard aveugle et cruel: ainsi 
Bagneres reunit tout ce qui est la honte, la pitie, 
le charme* dt I'bonndm de rhubasnite. C'est 
Pabfege d'une capitale/' 

It is a: great city ia jniniatuce^ and that is the 
chief reastm why Bagneres i» not a favourite <^ 
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mine, at least during i1;s season— lAugust and 
September,, when Luchon, Barnes, St. Sauveur, 
Cauteretz, the Eaiix bonnes, and the.Eauz chaudes 
send forth their quota, of visitors, who, to the 
number of seven or eight thousand, assemble in 
this little town, to indulge in all the gaieties of the 
metropolis^ and as far as possible get rid of the 
enmu which every real Pafisien supposes must 
prevail without its barriers. 

Bagneres is, however, one of the neatest, and as 
I have : before observed, one of the cleanliest 
little towns of France. The waters of tjie Adour 
circulate among its. streets, which are in general 
more op^i aiid airy than, those of most southern 
towns ; the houses are ib many places detached 
firoifa each, other* and surrounded with jjtretty 
gaxdens, and; villas abound in its vicinity. These 
qntalities and atitraatidns would of themselves be 
sufficient to induce strwgdrs to visit Bagneres; 
but iti has besides various other advantages;. It 
has its . mineral waiters and sudatory baths, for 
those who mdulge in such abominations; its 
Fmscati establishment for dajnomg and gaming, 
and ItSf reading rooms and museums for those 
whose 'health or whose l^iness will not permit 

B 2 
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them to study the exquisite and not far distant 
book of nature, whose leaves are no where more 
gorgeously illimiinated than in the vicinity of 
Bagneres, and form collections from its thousand 
curiosities for themselves. The walks, and rides, 
arid drives which surround Bagneres, which 
ascend the hills in which it is embosomed, and 
penetrate into their little valleys and recesses, are 
many of them exceedingly beautiful, some of them 
remarkably so. 

We are now arrived in the best known and 
most frequented district of the Pyrenees ; I might 
almost add, the ovdy known district of these 
mountains ; scarcely any one — and least of all 
the French— -quitting the beaten track inclosed 
by the valleys d'Ossau upon the west, and of 
Luchon on the east. A solitary Englishman now 
and then strays across these boundaries, and 

■ 

discovers the great beauties which lie beyond 
them ; but these intruders into their solitudes are 
yet rare; few strangers have hitherto con- 
templated the magnificent scenery which they 
contain, and which in a thousand places may be 
met with, and where the traveller may, as I have 
done, wander for weeks or months without en- 
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countering any human being, excepting the 
natives. The known district of the Pyrenees, 
therefore, forms as it were a little island in the 
centre of the range, and in extent is not more 
than a fifth part of the whole. But even in this 
comparatively small district, there are many most 
picturesque valleys which are seldom visited, 
either because they are situated apart from the 
usual paths chosen by the guides, or do not lead 
from one watering place to another. One of the 
least known, and most beautifiil of these unvisited 
valleys is that through which I am about to con- 
duct the reader. 

Bagneres and the district to the east of it, were 
already well known to me, and as it was my 
intention to make the ascent of Mont Perdu ere 
the weather became so broken as to prevent me, 
I made a very short stay in that gay little town 
upon the present occasion, but accompanied by 
one of my former companions, left Bagneres for 
Gedre. The usual route would have been to 
cross the Tourmalet to Bareges and Luz, and 
proceed up the valley of Gavarnie; and the 
guides, if asked, would have declared that there 
was no other path across the mountains. ' 
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More' prose and pofetry have been l?tvishted in 
extolling .the 1;)eauties of the valley C^ohpan than 
any other spot in Europe* This has been chiBfly 
by French writers^ whose ignorance of the Israr- 
passing loveliness of liundreds of the othet 
Pyrenean valleys/ has led thtoi to suppose that 
the Campan is tiie fui^t of the whole. They 
have, therelbire, Beleoted it. simply because they 
know it, and have bestowed just as miloh praise 
upon it as to disappoint those who have expected 
to find it the paradise which they have porttayed^ 
and to detect their, i^otance of the inbomparaiiUy 
more exquisite scenery in which their own xnoun-* 
tains abound. 

The valley Campan lias its rich fielcte, its 
grassy slopes, its crystal river, its wooded sum- 
xnits, ian^ its shady dells ; and with a profusion 
of such features, . it cannot -be otherwise than 
beautiful ; in addition, it is a garden of industry 
and plenty, and cannot, therefore, be otherwise 
than naost pleasing to the bdholder, and justly 
deserves very high encomiums : but that the 
French, in the prose and poetry which the 
charms of the Pyrenees have. elicited from them, 
should have fallen into the egregious error of 
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adopting the Campan as the inaxinmni' of i;eal or 
id^ /pictureSque^ beauty, establishes beyond a 
doubt the little knowledge which they have of the 
Pyrenees. 

Accompanied by one of the guides of the, 
place,iwe left Bagn^res at an eariy hour' in the 
morning, and proceeded itp its: valley. We soon 
passed through the little town of Campan, from 
which the valley takes its name, and where ev«ry 
diild which can lisp the words, ** Monsieur, 
voidez vous un bouquet ?" presents a rosebud, 
ail » a^)aragus ^tock, or any thing which may 
appear as an excuse for beggary;: or when taken 
unawares, and no flower or vegetabfe is at hand, 
do not hesitate to ' substitute, ** Monsieur, voulez 
vous me donner un sous ?•* 

The valley narrbws as we approached the 
village of St.Mari^ where the road to Grip 
branches off firom it. This road to Grip is that 
which is also taken to cross the Tourmalet to 
Barege,' ajud which I shall have occasion to 
mention when we arrive at that part of our 
progress through the Pyrenees. The road after 
passing St. Marie still continues to wind along 
the side of the river, and the valley becomes 
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entirely pastoral. The moimtains assume a more 
dignified character, and the Pic d'Arbizon, which 
towers &ir above the others, rises in front, - the 
avant guard of the magnificent mountains beyond 
it. 

By the way-side there is a little auberge, 
called Paillole, near the spot where one of 
Augustus' generals is said to have defeated the 
Bigorrians ; and thither, accompanied by a 
stranger whom we had overtaken, we went to 
feed ourselves and horses. Wine, bread, and 
cheese, most excellent butter, and delicious milk 
were presented to us ; the simple but wholesome 
and substantial items of a mountain breakfast. 

m 

Our new acquaintance we discovered to be a 
Protestant clergyman from Bayonne, and a most 
liberal minded and intelligent person, and inti- 
mately acquainted with the writings of our 
Scottish worthies, many of .which have been 
translated into the French language, and are 
numbered among the " standard works " of the 
French Protestant family libraries. 

After breakfast, we proceeded on our jotmiey, 
and our new : acquaintance went to . Bagn^res. 
At a short distance from Paillole, we entered the 
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extensive pine forests which hang upon the 
ridge of mountain which separates the upper 
districts of the Adoiu* from the valley d'Aure. 
The ascent of the ridge is lengthy but gradual, 
and from the Hourquette d'Aure the view of the 
valley beneath is very fine. It is a bird's-eye 
view of a rich and expansive valley, diversified 
with verdant meadows, and fields of yellow grain. 
Towns and vUlages crown its most defensible 
positions, and dark forests clothe the sterility of 
many of its surrounding heights. This ridge 
whitih separates the Adour from the Garonne, is 
the most remarkable of the Pyrenees. No other 
is equal to it in length, or so unbroken in its 
course. It extends from the central range of the 
mountains, beginning a short distance to the east 
of Mont Perdu; separates the vaUeys Campan 
and d'Aure, forcing the rivers of these valleys to 
take the opposite courses; stretches away by 
*Mielan through the departments of the Gers and 
Landes, and separates the Medoc country from 
the sandy plains of the coast, among which it 
terminates at the little village of Vendais. 

The Counts of Armagnac were the ancient lords 
of the valley d' Aure, and at Arreau and Borderes 
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aro the ruins of their castles. The resdess 
ambition Which charact^zedthe various- mem* 
bers of the Armagnac . family, is apparent in 
history; their fe^ds with their neighbouis the 
Comets of Foix, and their rebellions against their 
sovereigns often deluging the country with blood, 
and plunging it icita all the miseries of civil war^ 
The last tiqfortunate of the race was John the 
Fifth, less famous for his revolt against Charles 
the Seventh, than his love for his i^ster - Isabella, 
whom he married in defiance of the threatened 
maledictions of the Papal court The conse^ 
quences of this crime were his banishment, and 
the ferfeiture of his estates^ which wiere, however, 
upon his making peace, with the court of Bome, 
and separating fieom his sistef^virij^ restored to 
him by Louis XI. But he : again revolted, 
and was assassinated when about to surrender 
after a gallant defence of his capital* The family 
became extinct, his friends and supporters were 
executed, and his dominions finally annexed to 
the crown of France. 

Prior to the acquisition of this territory by the 
family of Armagnac, Pierre, Count of Bigorre, 
gave Bord^es to. the Templers, whp erected it 
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into a Cominanderie^ ^wMoh it continued until tha 
massacre of the knights in 1313^ and the distrac- 
tion of their order; when sdi the' knights of 
Bigorre^ with their commander^ Bernard, de 
Montagu, were executed at Auch, and their 
lands and castles bestowed upon the Com- 
manderie of ^t. John of Jerusalem, at Aureilhan, 
near Talrbes. 

The path whieh through the valley d' Aure 
toirducts to Luchbn, passes by Arreau, then 
enters the valley de Louron, and crossing by the 
Port de Peyresourbe into the valley Larbous, 
unites with the path which we have already 
deircribed when visiting the lake of Seculejo from 
Luehonl We did not descend into the valley of 
Aure by the usual path from the Hourquette, 
but skirted along the summit of the ridge until 
we came diitectly above the village of Ancizin, 
wheif e the route being no longer practicable for 
horses, we were obliged to leave the heights, and 
scramble down the abrapt steeps above that 
village. 

The valley is rich and fertile, producing all 
kinds of grain, but the upper parts of it had 
strffibred very severely by the most awful thunder- 
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storm which, m the memory of the inhabitants, 
had ever happened in this district. Thunder- 
storms are in general of short dwation ; but this 
storm, which had caused so much injury in the 
valley, raged not only for days but weeks. 
Towards Viel the first appearance of its deso- 
lating effects presented themselves.' The road, 
hitherto broad and tolerably good, was lost among 
fields of sand and gravel, which the river, flooded 
by the immensity of rain which fell, had swept 
from the upland districts, and poured over the 
most fertile soils of the valley, , overwhelming 
them in ruin. 

The sad aspect of the scene was greatly en- 
hanced by the solitary patches of productive land 
which, saved by the currents being turned aside 
by a hedgerow or cliunp of trees, yielded. its 
wonted, returns, surrounded by bto'enness and 
sterility. But the destruction of a part of the 
valley before arriving at the considerable village 
of Viel, was comparatively trifling to that which 
we were to witness some distance beyond it. 

The valley begins to contract above Viel, the path 
winding no longer in the plain, and ascends the 
mountain-side ere it enters the gorge of St. Lary. 
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Here it was that the late storm had wrought the 
greatest destruction. The village of St. Lary, 
situated in the centre of its beautiful basin, sur- 
roimded by fertile fields and rich meadows, of 
which each family had its own little portion, was 
one of the most contented and happy in the 
whole district, imtil this fearful storm took place. 
The swollen river, whose channel through the 
upper parts of the valley had become nearly 
choked up by immense quantities of debris, and 
the enormous rocks which each mountain stream, 
nourished by the rains into a mighty torrent, had 
swept firom - the steeps, and torn from precipices, 
having at last acquired sufficient force to over- 
come all the barriers tv^hich obstructed its pro- 
gress through the contracted defiles of Plan and 
' Aragnouet, dashing into its resistless flood the 
natural bulwarks which for ages had stemmed its 
most rebellious currents, burst fix)m the gorge of 
St. Lary, and, teeming with the spoils of its de- 
structive course, spread its abundant harvest over 
the defenceless valley. The first burst of its 
pent up wrath was wreaked upon the commune of 
St. Lary. The inhabitants were driven from 
their village, the greater part of which was 
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buried beneath the ruins of the upper valleys, 
and their smiling fields, their verdant meadows, 
their* little all was by this fell tfwoop of desolation 
for ever lost to them. 

The Moors of Spain, the soldiers of Augustus, 
the destroyers of the Armagnacg, had* ravaged 
the valley, and sh^ the blood of its inhabitants, 
but over each and all 6f these^ calamities time had 
spread its healing' influence, and repaired* th6 
mischiefs ; not to will it be with this visitaUoa ; 
the sufferers* have, indeed, lio slain friends or 
relatives tb weep^ fo^; but they have starving 
femilieff who call in vAin to them for- bread. 
Industry can neveir restore to them the soil which 
had hitherto supplied their simple wtots, and the 
vista of time can present' to them no' period at 
which their children may, in smiling plenty, again 
assemble in the '* hamlet fewe ** ^of ' th^rr* fore- 
ikthers^ 

■ r 

The path high above the river, hung upon the 
mountain-side, and is in inany 'pfet6es very 
narrow. At one of these awkward' spots we 
encoimtered a string of muler laden with wool. 
It was impossible to pass them^ and «iS neither 
party could turn round, we dismounted and 
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beu^ked obr horses to a \Hder part of the path^ 
where the mu}e9 cotdd pai^iis j bxct even there it 
Was so ttiprroiy, that the panniers of one of the 
mulels having caught m the flap oTnijr saddle, the 
concussicin» sl^hlr as it was, rieaily threw the 
ammar^vei^ the precipi<ce; ' ' 

The defile which succeeds the gorge of St. 
Lary/ is several niiles in length, and d6es not 
widen until kfter the lateral valley of Ri6iunajou 
has unit^ with it; when it again esitirely alters 
in character. The vialley, which had hitherto 
befen . stretching away diihectly south, bends 
abruptly to the west, and the traveller can 
hardly : conceive a more exquisite scene than 
that which the turn in the path unfolded to 
us. The river still continues to wind close 
ulider the ]f)ath-, and the high mountains which 
lie bet\^een the ¥edk of Arrouye and the Pic 
Lofig to tower above it; but the ihountains 
to tlie south have receded from its banks, 
and given space for the uplted vall^ of Trame- 
saigd^s* 

In no other valley of the Pyrenees is that union 
6f beauty^ picturfesquen^ss, and sublimity, which 
ii^ more. or less chamci^tic of the sceneiy of 
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these mountains, found in such exquisite perfec- 
tion, and so combined and interwoven together. 
Fertile fields, upon which the -cont still waved, 
were diversified with rich pastures, and inter- 
spersed with varieties of trees, whose foliage was 
already tinted by the autumnal frosts ; the vil- 
lage, occupying a distant nook, was almost hid- 
den amongst the woods which surrounded it ; the 
massy ruins of its castle crowned some cliffs 
above it Dark forests clung upon the steep 
mountains which inclosed the valley, and clothed 
the numerous gorges and ravines leading to the 
central . range, whose snow-clad summits, and 
rocky peaks, rismg majestically above the whole, 
formed the back ground of this little fairy land. 

Most fortimately for the safety of this beautiful 
little valley during the late storm, it was situated 
considerably above the level of the river; so 
that, excepting where the torrents of its gorges 
had overflowed their banks, it had escaped uii- 
harmed. At its upper end, the mountains on 
both sides of the river almost touch each other ; 
and the path, crossing to the opposite bank, and 
scooped out of the rock, leaves the valley through 
an ancient portal^ iii which the ponderous gskte 
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no longer swung^ which* when closed, lAQst haw 
aflfeetually prevented intrusion upon this quarter. 

Shortly after passing this portalj we arrived at 
a place where the tremendous power of the river^ 
when in flood, was fearfully perceptible^ Preci* 
pices of solid rock inclosed it upon both sides, 
excepting at one spot, where huge Hocks of rodc^ 
piled above each other since some ccmvulsion 
had rent them from the mountains, had for ages 
stemmed its currents. Situated at a b^d of the 
river, these natural bulwarks, a thousand times 
sbonger than any which the hands of man could 
ifaise, were still unable to resist the force of the 
strema. The foundations of the enormous mass 
were driven out, and its mountains of rocks pneci* 
pitated into the bed of the riven The &ll^i 
mass bad ooiiipletely choked up the waters until 
they had so accumulated as to break down the 
barrier which thdx own violence had occasioned, 
aad to sweep its ponderous materials before them. 
The bed of the river had become a perfect chaos 
of rocks, which in some places formed ardies 
across it, while in others, the stream, losing itself 
aaumg them, wias hidden from our sight ; and the 
path, which by this catastrophe had been ^tirdy 
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destroyed, now wound among the fallen heaps. 
There was still some danger in passing the spot, 
as the slightest shower Was sufficient to dislodge 
the rocks which protruded from the exposed side 
of the mountain, and hiu'l them into the river. 

We proposed remaining all night in the village 
of Aragnouet, and many scenes of devastation 
were passed through ere we arrived at it* This 
village was built> and the district colonized, by the 
Christians who, towards the end of the seventh 
century, were expelled from Spain by the Moors. 

Prom the owner of its auberge, we learnt the 
particulars of the storm which had done so much 
damage in the valley. Thunder-storms are fre^ 
quent in the Pyrenees, especially in the vicinity 
of the central and highest range of the moun- 
tains ; where, although they are, in general, most 
common during the spring and autumn, yet few 
weeks throughout the year pass over in which 
they have not taken place. Their duration is so 
seldom beyond the third or {ovith day from their 
commencement, that the peasants look forward to 
their termination at the end of that period with 
such confidence as to form their plans, and make 
their arrangements, bs if the circumstance was a 
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certainty ; and, should they chance to enduce fbt* 
a week, they recrard this prolonflration as an extra- 
ordinary Ja«r 

The late storm came on towards the end of the 
spring; and, though it raged with unwonted 
violence, it was, for the first three * or four days, 
almost disregarded. The peasantry, believing 
that a limited period was assigned for this warring 
of the elements, never thought of the sufferings to 
which they would be subjected should the period 
be unusuially lengthened. Accordingly, they 
adopted no precautionary measures; they col- 
lected ' no provisions ; they did not conceive it 
necessary to withdra»w the shepherds and their 
flocks from the moimtains ; and they felt no un- 
easiness as to their safety. 

The fourth day passed, then the week ; and 
still there was no abatement in the violence of 
the storm. " You can form no idea of its awful- 
ness," said our informer — " it seemed as if the 
moimtains which surround our valley were fight- 
ing with each other, 'and their weapons • the 
thunders and the lightnings. The incessant peals^ 
burled from one summit to another, rolled back 
again with more stunning crashings; the light* 
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Btngs played around our cottages, and during the 
darkness of the nights, illuminated the mountain'- 
tops, whose fantastic-looking peaks every instant 
appeared shrouded in a blasse of light ; while the 
rain descended in tonrents which no cottage roof 
could resist, and which threatened to sweep our 
dwellings from their foundations, and wash us 
into the river, whose swollen waters, rising far 
alcove the limits of their highest floods, were 
already robbing us of our property. Our thoughts 
were at first directed to the danger of the shep- 
herds and theur flocks, but to whom it was impos^ 
sible to render assistenoe; the strongest man 
among us could not have Jmtved the hurricane 
for aa hour ; so we were oldiged to leave them to 
their fate, and bethink us of our own* 

'< We^ sui^eed^ weeks, and still the ter- 
rible scene wen the mm. There was no abate* 
ment in the thund^gs, no interval in the light- 
nings, nor cessations in the rains. We gave our** 
selves up for lost, and believed Jihftt ^ the m^ of 
all things was at hand/ It beoame apparcqitt^ 
that death by famine, or p^ishing io the waters 
which raged around us, was the &te whleb 
shortly awaited upon 931 of us. Silwt stupified 
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sorrow overwhelmed w» and our feelings w«are 
fast drying up; whdn, in the end of the sixth 
week, pewe &gain reigned in the valldy, and the 
clouds cleared away. The change which the 
first knowledge of the fact wrought upon our 
dedpairing minds may be conoeivedr but cannot 
be described * 
The effects of the storm were dreadfiil to these 

« 

poor mountaineers* The shepherds^ indfeed^ had 
cAitlived itf but the greater part of their cattle and 
sheep had perished ; and many prosperous years 
Will not make up to them the fesses which have 
beMen them. 

We left Aragnouet early nett morning, taking 
along with us one of its inhabitants to cohduct us 
across the high mountains whifch siepaxate the 
head of the valley of Arreau from that of Ga* 
vamie, or the Lavedan : the guide whom we had 
brought from BagnSres, although ar native of that 
town, and been employed for twenty years in his 
present capacity, had never travelled the route 
which we had chosen. 

Passing the little hamlet of Plan, from which 
there is a path into the Spanish valleys of Bielsa 
and Gistain, by the Port de Bielsa, we com- 
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these she raised, and disclosed a little fountain, in 
which the pitchers containing the produce of het 
flocks were ' immersed* Of the contmts, deli-^ 
ciously cooled in this little dairy, and given to lis 
with ho sparing hand, we drank most liberally ; 
and, shortly after, passmg through the meadows 
above the village of Gedre, where its inhabitants 
were busily employed in making hay, we arrived 
at our journey's end. 



CHAPTER XV. 



Ramond— Mont Perdu — Valley of the Lavedan-^Plan of the ascent 
of Mont Perdu — Gedre — The Famous Pe3rrada, or Chaos — 
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Rdand — Magnificence of the Breche— Murder of a Spanish 
Muleteer— Descent from the Breche — Spanish side of the 
Marbdre — Mountains in a state of Decomposition — Superstitions 
of the Spanish Shepherds — A|)pearance of Mont P^rdu — Pyre- 
nean Shepherd's Mode of collecting his Flocks together — Night 
in a Cave; 



Ramond, whose name is so intiniately con« 
nected with the scenery of the Hautes Pyrenees, 
and whose geological researches among the 
mountains of that department have tended so 
greatly to benefit his favourite science, was the 
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first individual who succeeded in attaining the 
summit of Mont Perdu. 

Doubts as to the character of its formations 
led him to imdertake the enterprize, considered 
most hazardous if not impracticable by the natives 
of the district. Ramond's first attempts were 
made upon the northern, or French side of the 
mountain, over the eternal snows and glaciers 
which clothe it from its summits to the lake 
beneath it. Tlie obstacles, however, to the 
ascent upon that quarter were altogether insur- 
mountable, and the idea of overcoming them was 
abandoned. Undeterred, however, by these 
failures, Ramond, several years after the period 
of his first attempts, stormed the mountain from 
the Spanish side, and arrived at its summit. The 
reward of his success was the gratification of 
ascertaining the fact that this, the second of the 
Pyrenees, consisted of the formations which he 
had supposed it to be, thus establishing opinions 
which he had expressed regarding the structure 
of this part of the Pyrenees. For his success in 
the ascent of Mont Perdu, Bamond was greatly, 
indeed wholly, indebted to the activity and inteU 
ligence of a native of Gedre, by name Rondo. 
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f Since Ramond led the way, several individuals 
have ascended Mont Perdu, and I, ambitious to 
be among the number, resolved to do so likewise. 
Both Ramond and his friend Rondd have long 
since been gathered to their fathers; but the 
latter has bequeathed to his son the honourable, 
and not altogether barren inheritance of his 
knowledge of the secret paths of the mountain ; 
and he now enjoys the imdisputed privilege of 
conducting strangers to its summit. 

When passing through Gedre in the winter, I 
called upon Rondo the second^ and made the 
appointment to accompany him to the simomit of 
Mont Perdu, which I had now come to fulfil. 
Immediately on our arrival in G^e, I sent for 
Rondo, who, as the season for such an expedition 
was almost terminated, had given up hopes of 
seeing me; and our plans for the expedition of 
the ensuing day were soon completed. 

The Lavedan, in which we have arrived, com- 
prizes not only the great valley which, com-- 
mencing beneath the walls of the Marbore, opens 
into the rich plains of Beam near the famous 
college of Betharam, but the whole of the smaller 
valleys which diverge from the l^nks of its river. 
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the Gave de Pau, among which ^e included the 
valleys of Cauteretz, the Bastan, Heas» and 
others. The suxmner and the winter aspects of 
the Lavedan and its dependent valleys^ except^ 
ing that district of it which extends from the 
basin of LtuB to the circle of the Marbore, and 
which is very frequently st3^ed the valley of 
Gavamie^ were already femiliaf to me. The 
Valley of GArdxme I had only contemplated 
during the depths of winter^ when its banks^ and 
rodcs, and summits^ divested of animal and 
vegetable life, were sheeted in snow and ice^ 
when its villages wete almost deserted^ akid the 
stiflness of its deep gorges aiid defiles WAs only 
brokm by the cfaddng of the ice$ or the &]img 
of the avalanche. 

Rondo, accompanied by his nephew, who had 
once mftde the ascent of Mont Perdu, awoke me 
by daybreak the next morning, for it was very 
necess^ that we should commence the long and 
difficult journey which we had before us, at an 
early hour. The plan of our expedition was to 
pass the summits of the Marbore by the Breche 
de Roland, and descending into the valley beyond 
them, reach before night the base of Mont Perdu ; 
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where* if the Spamsh shepherds had not already 
quitted the high pastures of the Millaris, we 
should find shelter during the night in their hut ; 
or supposing that the late storm9 had forced them 
to de^ksei^d* we were, in that case» to content our- 
ftelves with the most convenient resting place we 
could find ; wd bivouaek under the shelter of a 
projecting cliff, or to leewaxd of a mass of rock ; 
and with the appearance of the first strtdak of 
daylight, com^^noe the Meent. 

The weather, which for' several weeks had 
been broken and uncertain, had now become 
apparently settled, and seeming likdy to con<» 
tiQU^ sp, we did not burden ourselves with a 
(preiiiter stock of provisions than was necessary for 
two or three dayis ; indeed I hoped to r^um to 
G^dre the Mowii^g nightt sh<»ild no un&resera 
accidwt befall any of the party. My host of the 
urn, however, assured me of the impossibility of 
performing this feat, which, if I had not felt 
inclined to disbelieve the statwients of those who 
had retreated before the dangers of the ascent to 
thd Breehe de Bolaod, as to their jfearful 
(^lara^ter; imd learned to reduce within the 
limits of jf^in English the mperlatiBes with 
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which, upon the most trivial occasions, the 
French interlard their expressions, and so lavishly 
make use of in their descriptions, I should 
scarcely have hinted at performing. 

The village of Gedre is situated in one of 
those spots so frequently met with in the 
Pyrenees, where industry and cultivation are 
found, like an oasis in the desert, embosomed 
among stem and rocky scenery. The mountains, 
less abrupt and precipitous than in other parts of 
the valley, and receding from the banks of the 
Gave, have permitted the soil of the upper 
districts to acciunulate around their base; and 
scattered among the natural and artificial terraces, 
each one of which is the property of a separate 
individual or family, are the cottages of the 
peasantry, some of them whitewashed, and all 
surrounded by little fields of grain, or meadows; 
whose scanty produce is sufficient to secure their 
owners from starvdtibn during the winter, and 
supply their few and simple wants. 

The valley again contracts soon after leaving 
Gf^dre, resumes its wild and savage character, and 
we shortly arrive at the Peyrada or Chd.Os, where 
even desolation in ruins mav be beheld. Some 
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terrible, convulsion of nature, acting with awful 
force upon the great mountains which flank the 
valley, has torn and rent them in a thousand 
plMes, and shivered their granitic summits into 
pieces. The fallen masses, piled high above 
each other, and of enormous size, choke up the 
valley from side to side. Single fragments form 
arches across the torrent ; others, obstructing its 

progress, force it into rapids or cataracts; and 

.» 

the path, lost in this labyrinth of huge blocks, 
— such as the Titans may have hurled against 
the heavens, — winds for a long way among these 
confused heaps. One of these rocks, held in 
great veneration by the peasantry of the district, 
and nearly equal in sanctity to the famous Caillou 
de I'Araye, in the valley of Heas, is that which 
is the largest and most remarkable of the millions 
of the Peyrada. It is called the Raille, or Stone 
of Notre Dame ; and pilgrims to the chapels of 
Heas or Gavamie^ generally offer their prayers at 
the bottom of the gigantic mass, or at the top, 
if their faith gives them courage to climb it. 

As we approached Gavamie, the gloomy soli^ 
tude of the defile through which we pasiSed, the 
amassing height of its walls, and the rushing of 
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its Gave, began to lose their interest ; and every 
turn and rising of the path is e9.gerly passed and 
tqjqped, in expectation of bdbolding the great 
object of astonishmept and wonder to the thou- 
sands who yearly pass through the valley of 
Gavamie to behold it«~the magnificent and 
unequalled scenery of the Marbore. The towers 
of this immense barriar between the two countries 
appear in succession ; then the glaciers at tlieir 
base, forming the covering of the perpendicular 
wall from which they spring; and, lastly, the 
wall of rode, which, in the &rm of a crescent, 
terminate? the valley of the Lavedan. The valley 
again widens near the village of Gavamie, an^ 
the high valley d'Ossone branches away to the 
right, through whidi a ^impse of the snow^ 
aapped V ignemale may be caught, befi^e crossing 
the bridge over the Gava 

At the little inn of Gavajmie, where, m the 
hei^t of the season^ the numerous visitors of the 
3cenes in its viimiity rendezvous to partake of the 
luxuries of its weU-msuaaged cuisucie, we break- 
fasted, completed the arrangmnents for our expe^ 
dition, and were soon egain on our way to the 
loot of the Marbore. An hour's walk through 
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tk6 meadows Which interverie between the viDage 
and the MarboFe, brought us beneath its gigantic 
heights. Some idea I may convey to the reader 
of this extraordinary scene» some faint conception 
^ its sublime grandeur and surpassing magnifi^ 
eence ; but to describe the Marbore in that man-; 
ner which they who have looked upcm its wonders 
must feel that it is entitled to, would be a hopeless 
task finr any pen imguided by the hand of a 
Milton or a Bante. 

This was a second time that I had beheld 
the Marbore, My firSt visit to it was in winter, 
and its appearance then I shall first describe. The 
plain c^ Gavamie, and the Oule, or basin of the 
Marbore, were covered with snow, many feet in 
depth, which we crossed with little difficulty. 
We then found ourscJves in the centre of an 
amphitheatre^ whose walls, rising perpendiciilarly 
fot more than fifteen hundred feet, were draped, 
in some places from top to bottom, in others mid-t 
way dowii, with curtains of polished ice^ pro<^ 
jecting portions of the dark rock alone markii^ 
its taransparent surface. Above the circling ram-. 
parts of this amphitheatre, and rising from the beds 
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of virgin snow which, crowning their summits, 
formed a coping worthy of their character, ap* 
peared a momitain of terraces, each story dimly 
outlined by the border of black precipice which 
supported it; and, from the highest of these 
terraces, and more than two thousand feet above 
the ramparts from which they spring, again rise 
detached columns of solid rock a thousand feet 
above the pedestal upon which they rest — ^their 
capitals, the snows and glaciers which never 
leave them. 

The many cataracts which, at other seasons, 
dash from the ramparts into the basin beneath, 
and whose sounding falls ring among the preci- 
pices, were now dead; weeks of severe frost 
had almost dried them up, and the small remnants 
of their waters trickled down the rocks, and over 
their icy coatings, noiseless and unobservable. 
Not a speck of cloud floated in the air, and the 
sun, beating fiill upon the glacier above, and the 
wastes of snow beneath, illuminated their surface 
with a dazzling brightness. 

Such is a faint description of the winter garb 
worn by the Marbore ; one of nature's grandest 
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works; the contemplation of which strikes the 
beholder with awe and admiration, where— 



« We feel the preseni Deity, and taste 
The joy of God, to see his awful works ;" 

and in comparison with which the noblest efforts 
of man's genius, the gorgeous ruins of antiquity, 
the Palmyras, and the Coliseums, nay, even the 
Pyramids, dwindle into insignificance. 

The iscene was now changed. The summer's 
burning suns had breathed over the amphitheatre, 
and the icy curtains of its walls had fellen away. 
The Racier cushions of its stories had shrunk to 
half their former size ; the fountains of its cata- 
racts were opened up, and a circle of torrents 
shooting from the stupendous heights, some 
dashing upon the projecting precipices ere they 
reached the basin below, were split into slender 
jets, which a passing gust of wind converted into 
a shower ; others, of greater force, and with more 
collected waters, were seen, bounding from the plat- 
form of the terraces, and, clearing every obstacle,, 
descending imbroken in their fall, until they thun- 
dered among the rocks of the Oule. The most 
magnificent of these cataracts is the origin of the 
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Gave de Pau. No other cataract in Europe is 
equal to it in height; and no other portion of 
European scenery can be compared to that which 
surrounds its birth-place *. 

I left my friend (who was to await my return 
at Gedre, or Luzs) contemplating the majesty of 
the MaJrbore» and proceeded on my route to Mont 
Perdu, 

Advancing until we were neaxly opposite to 
the great cascade, we then turned to the right ; 
and, after crossing the various streams which 
rush through the upper part of the Oule, we 
arrived at the spot where a narrow sloping shelf 
on the side wall of the amphitheatre renders ^be 
escalade of the first, and apparently most imprac- 
ticable part of the ascent, a matter of trifling mo- 
ment to any one accustomed to step along the 

* Je n'ai rien tu dans les Alpes qui resemblat par&itement k 
DOR OuleSs perce que les Alpes n'ont rien qui ressemble a la 
chaine du Mont Perdu* L'Oule de Gavamie, surtout, est un de 
ces objets singuliers qu' on chercherait en vain hors des Pyrenees : 
je ne pourrais en donner quelqu' idee anx habitans de la Suisse, 
qu'en la comparant au petit bassin de Leuck» ou la Gemmi sur- 
mont^ de ses tours, reprSsenterait le Marbor^ moins ses cascades 
et ses glaciers ; encore cette l%^re analogie ne soudendrait guere 
plus les regards du peintre que ceux du geologue.-~22amomi^ 
Voyage uu Moni Perdu, 
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«dge of precipices ; and where the track, bending 
round an angle of the rock, or projecting crag, 
hangs over the abyss, there the wary oontraban- 
diers, who have trod the path for centuries, have 
scooped out footsteps, and obviated the (Acui- 
ties of the passage. In an hour we had sur- 
mounted thki natural ladder, and entered upon 
the high pastures called Les Serrades; where, 
for a few weeks of the year, the Spanish shep- 
herds bring their flocks to feed upon the scanty 
herbage of the steep acclivities of which they 
are composed *. 

Here, for a moment, we turned to gaze upon 
the Marbor^ whose lofty towers were beccHning 
more distinct and imposing as the objects at their 
base were dwindling in " dizziness of distance ;"* 
and again resinned our march through a succes- 
sion of small ravines and gorges, confused with 
masses of rock, and wreaths of snow, until we 
came to the foot of the great glacier, which 
extends from the Taillon, the western horn of the 
crescent, all along the ridge of the Marbore, 
passing under the Breche de Roland, covering 

* The Spanish shepherds rent their pastures from tlie CoBiinune 
of Gavamie^ 
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the terraces of the amphitheatre, and whose, de- 
tached masses finally unite with the larger one of 
Mont Perdu. 

Turning the western flank of the glacier, we 
scrambled over a height of loose debris — ^the least 
dangerous,, but most annoying part of the ascent, 
the rolling heaps often carrying us along with 
them, and cheating us of the progress we had 
made : and, from its summit, crossed the glacier, 
in an angular direction, towards the Breche. 
The glacier, though suspended on a very steep 
acclivity, was passed without any difficulty. A 
late fall of snow had crusted its otherwise 
polished siurface with a thin coating, which, 
yielding to our pressure, gave us a perfect 
security of footing, and I esteemed as incum- 
brances the provision of iron cramps and poles 
with which Rojido was provided. 

We then stepped upon a narrow plain of gaiow, 
in which, towards the Breche, the sun's rays, 
beating through the immense gap, had formed so 
deep a hollow as obliged us to make a circuit 
roimd it, and pass close under the rocks on the 
farther side, ere we could gain the famous Breche 
which the warlike nephew of Charlemagne, — ^the 
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h«ro of many a romantic story and tale, — ^is said, 
in tradition, to have cleft with his terrible sword 
in the wall of rook, which, dividing Spain from 
France, shielded the Moors from the extermi- 
nating vengeance of his armies. 

Having satisfied my curiosity in gazing from 
the southern side of the • Breche over the moun- 
tains and valleys of Arragon, I returned again 
to the esplanade of snow on the French side, to 
rivet upon my memory the appearance of this 
gigantic door-way from that quarter. Let the 
reader imagine a wall of rock, from three to 
seven hundred feet high, raised between France 
and Spain, and actually separating them. Let 
him then suppose that Roland, mounted on his 
war-horse, and anxious to pass the barrier, has 
cut, near the centre, with a stroke of his sword, a 
breach three himdred feet in width, and he will 
then have an idea of what the mountaineers have 
called the Breche de Roland. 

The wall is not thick, but derives support from 
the towers of the Marbor6, which rise majestic 
caUy above its gate, and all its avenues, resem- 
bling a citadel such as Roland would have placed 
there to defend the passage. The battering of the 
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storms and raim, and the atmospheric changes, 
have left such evidences of their wasting effects 
«|K)n its surface, especially upon its southern 
«ide, as to foretel, in the course of time, the 
decay of this enormous barrier. The el^oi^its 
have wrought the greatest havoc upon the lower 
parts of the wall, where it is in a manner exca- 
vated, and rendered so top-heavy, that a far 
slighter convulsion than that which split the 
Coumelie, and created the Peyrada, would be 
sufficient to destroy the symmetry of the Marbonl, 
and hurl its lofty tow^s from their high resting- 
place into the valleys. 

Upon the southern side of the Breche, and at a 
little distance from it, is a small cavity under its 
walls, which the contrabandiers use as a place c^ 
refuge from the storms, and thither we proceeded 
to partake of our provisions. It was in this rude 
chamber that the body of an unfortunate Spaniard, 
who had been murdered about a fortnight b^)re 
I visited the place, was found. He - had come to 
the annual fair of Gavarnie, for the purpose of 
purchasing mules ; but, not finding, any to his 
liking, had set off on his return home. Some of 
his countrymen, aware that he had not parted 
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with the money which he had brought to pay for 
the mules had he bought them, resolved to 
murder him, and gain possession of it. He was 
seen to leave Gavamie towards the afternoon, 
with two other Spaniaids, who were not known 
to the villagers, but who seemed to be known to 
him. A couple of days after the &ir, a party left 
Gavamie to visit the Breche, one of whom, upon 
entering the cavity in which we were, observed 
the arm of a human being protruding from under 
the stones with which its floor is covered. The 
alarm was given, and the rest of the party arriv- 
ing, the body was removed from b^ieath the 
heaps which had been piled above it, and recog- 
nizsed by the guides as that of the Spanish mule- 
teer who had left Gavamie two days before. 

Upon the return of the party to Gavamie, 
information was given to the authorities of the 
murder ; but they could adopt no measures, either 
with a view to discover the perpetrators of the 
crime, or for the burial of the body. The French 
jurisdiction did not extend a single foot beyond 
^he southern side of the Breche de Roland; a 
murder committed there vras the same as if it had 
beair committed at Madrid; and all that they 
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coxild do, was to give notice to &e nearest 
Spanish authorities of the circumstance. This 
they did; and, as the murdered person was a 
native of one of the neighbouring valleys, his 
family were soon informed of the event ; and his 
sons, accompanied by their friends, came to the 
Breche, and carried home his body. 

His murderers must have formed their plans 
before leaving Gfavamie, and fixed upon this spot 
for the scene of their savage purpose. Here they 
had come (as is the custom with those who are 
benighted in crossing the Marbore) to pass the 
few hours of darkness, before descending the 
rugged steeps of the Spanish mountains. The 
murdered man was remarkable for his strength 
and activity, and quite equal to repel the assaults 
of any two individuals who attacked him openly ; 
his death must, therefore, have been compassed 
by the foulest means. Most probably, the mule* 
teer, wholly unconscious of his danger, had fallen 
asl^p, and the murderers, watching for the ' 
opportunity, had : sheathed their knives in his 
breast, ere he could be aware of their intentions. 
Supposing : this to have been the case, the strong 
man, even inAis dying moments, must have 
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struggled fiercely with his murderers; for the 
whole interior of the cavity, the floor and the 
rocky sides, were still covered and spattered with 
clotted blood. Never was a crime of deepest dye 
committed in a situation which yielded more tem- 
poral security to. its perpetrators, less hope of 
succour to its victim; where no eye but an 
Almighty one could rest upon the scene; and 
where no human ear could hear the wailing cries 
of the perishing, nor arm be stretched forth to 
save him. 

The body of the murdered was indeed gone ; 
but the traces of the crime were too fresh and 
recent to permit of us converting the chamber 
into a salle-a-manger ; an unshaded block out- 
side was preferred, and we soon finished our 
repast. 

The view around the French side of the 
Breche is one of mingled rocks, precipices, snows, 
aod glacier. Oa the Spa^h .id« th«e to no 
glacier, and scarcely any snow, excepting in the 
deep crevices which extend along the basis of 
the Marbore, while the eye can, here and 
there, discover solitary patches of vegetation 
among the great rocks, scattered in every 
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direction, and the stony hills heaped one above 
another. 

The usual descent from the Breche is by a 
path leading along the ridge for some distance to 
the right, and which, evading the slopes of debris 
which fie immediately beneath it, winds down the 
mountain where its surface is of a more solid 
nature ; but, as following this track would have 
caused us to make a considerable detour, we chose 
to go straight down the slopes of debris ; where, in 
reality, there was little danger to be apprehended^ 
provided we did not follow each other, but went 
down abreast ; so that the loosened stones might 
not, in rolling, strike any of the party. Some- 
times walking, sometimes carried along with the 
slipping mass, we arrived unharmed at the 
bottom, with our shoes well-filled with sand and 
pebbles. To have ascended these slopes would 
have been a vary different task ; we should then 
have been in the situation of the poor fellows in 
the tread-mill> taking many steps, but making 
little advance. 

We then crossed the bottom of this deep ra- 
vine, and skirted along the crumbling sides of the 
Marbore by a scarcely perceptible path, a single 
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false step upon which would have given us a roll 
of many hundred feet, until we- reached the Mil- 
laris, — ^the name of the nsurrow plain which 
stretches towards Mont Perdu, and is inclosed 
on the one side by the ridge of the Marbor6 and 
the Cylindre, and on the other by the most extras 
ordinary looking mountains I ever beheld. The 
violence of the winter tempests, and the sudden 
transitions from cold to heat, and vice versA, acting 
upon < their limestone formations, had so decom- 
posed their surface, and prevented the growth of 
vegetation upon a soil, which, but for such causes^ 
would, from its . nature, be most productive, as to 
give them the appearance of mountains of slate 
rubbish ; here and there a band of solid rock was 
to be discovered ; but, in general, the aspect of 
the mass was that of cnmibling decay. Upon 
the plain of the Millaris, which, almost through- 
out its whole extent, presents a sur&ce of bare 
rock, the same operating causes have acted in a 
different manner. It is rent and cracked in a 
thousand places ; narrow but deep crevices cross 
it in all directions, most of them filled with 
water, whilst othett, whiqh were dry, allowed 
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US to scan th^ depth ; and over which we had 
to step, or leap, according to their breadth. 
"' The simple-minded inhabitants of the Spanish 
valleys believe in a tradition which tells us, that 
at one period the sterile plain of the Millaris, and 
the adjoining mountains, were clothed with the 
most beautiful pastures ; but that God, displeased 
with the shepherds of the district, commanded 
them to leave them. The poorest of the shep- 
herds obeyed the order ; but the rich, disr^gard^ 
ing it, a terrible storm was the consequence^ 
whose waters drowned the disobedient mortakb 
and washed away their pastures. Upon the eve 
of St. John, the rebellious shepherds are still to be 
seen wandering among the wilds of the Millaris, 
vainly searching for their cottages and green fields. 
The extremity of the Millaris is closed in by 
Mont Perdu, whose smnmit appearing above the 
collar of clouds which encircled it, seemed a 
mass of rock floating in the air. The Arragonese 
seldom call this great mountain Mont Perdu^ but 
include it, the Cylindre, and the highest of thd 
towers of the Marbor^, imder the denominaiion 
of Las tres SoreUas, or the three Sistecs, which. 
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from the Spanish side of the range, are the most 
decided in character of all the neighbouring 
simimits ; and resemble three enormous buttresses 
which have been placed to sustain the centre of 
the mountain wall, whose extremities dip into 
the Atlantic and the Mediterranean. 

The hut where we expected to find the Spanish 
shepherds, and obtain shelter for the night, is not 
far from the base of Mont Perdu, and thither we 
accordingly repaired. Neither shepherds nor 
flocks were, however, near the hut, although from 
the appearances around it, it was evident that 
they had very recently deserted it. In the 
immediate vicinity of the cabin, where the flocks 
during the period of their sojourn in this Alpine 
region are assembled each night for safety, the 
herbage was exceedingly rank and luxuriant, and 
among the thick grass I observed quantities of 
molehills, many of them- freshly raised. I did 
not expect to find this little animal at a height of 
at least seven thousand five hundred feet ; and 
the situation of the place, rendered it a curious 
circumstance that such a creature should have 
found its way there. The mole delights in rich 
and deep soils ; and when we do meet with them 
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upoa the mountains, it is generally by the sides 
of the brooks and streams, where the soil has 
accmnulated, and the vegetation is finest ; but 
the little patch of land upon which I observed 
them at this cabin, was not . only situated at this 
immense height, but it was entirely isolated from 
the lower pastures by wastes of bare rock of great 
extent : so that by what instinct the little animal, 
supposing that he had (as I imagine he must 
have done) travelled from the plains beneath, 
could have been induced to undertake so long a 
journey over the rocks to reach this little oasis, 
and before arriving at which he must have fasted 
for nmny a day, must be a subject of some con-* 
jecture. 

We had made up our minds to remain at this 
cabin durir^ the night, and were engaged in 
eollecting the few pieces of wood, the remnants 
of the shepherds' store, for the purpose of lighting 
a fire, when Antoine recognized a figure upon the 
opposite mountain. Hondo was i^ow certain that 
the shepherds were still among the lower pastures, 
and as the little heap of wood which we had 
gathered, would have lasted but a very short 
time, we proceeded down the mountain, in the 
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direction of the great gorge of Ordessa. This 
was lengthening our journey of the morrow very 
considerably, but fire and shelter at this height, 
were well worth a slight additional fatigue. 

Descending the mountain for a considerable way, 
we came in sight of Another flock, towards which 
we bent oinr steps. We soon came up with them, 
and informed their shepherd of our intention of 
intruding upon his hospitality for the night, and 
he, poor fellow, nothing loath to have his solitude 
brokedi in upon, even by strangers, most cordially 
assented. Night was now fast approaching, and 
the Spaniard had already begun to collect his 
flock together. 

The celerity with which the shepherds of the 
Pyrenees draw their scattered flocks around them, 
is not more astonishing than the process by which 
they effect it is simple and beautiful. If they 
are at no great distance from him, he whistles 
upon them, and they leave off feeding and obey 
the call; if they are far off, and scattered, he 
utters a shrill cry, and instantly the flock are seen 
leaping down the rocks, and scampering toward^ 
him. Having waited until they have mustered 
round him, the shepherd then sets off on his 

VOL. 11. E 
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return to his cabin or resting place, his- flock 
following behind like so many well trained 
hounds. Their fine looking dogs, a couple of 
which are generally attached to each flock, have 
nobler duties to perform than that of chasing the 
flock together, and biting the legs of stragglers ; 
they protect it from the attacks of the wolves 2|.nd 
bears, against whose approach they are con- 
tinually on the watch, and to whom they at once 
offer battle. So well aware are the sheep of the 
fatherly care of these dogs, and that they them- 
selves have nothing to fear from them, that they 
crowd around them, as if they really sought their 
protection ; and dogs and sheep may be seen 
resting together, or trotting after the shepherd in 
the most perfect harmony* There is no such 
sight to be witnessed in these mountains as 
** sheep driving" ; no ** knowing little collies " 
used in collecting the flocks, or keeping them 
from wandering ; the Pyrenean shepherd, his 
jdogs, and his flock, seen^ to understand each 
other's duties ; mutual security and affection are 
the bonds which imite them. The same confif' 
dence subsists between the Pyrenean shepherd 
^d his flock, as that between the shepherd of 
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Palestine and his, described in the parable 6f the 
good shepherd, of whom it is said, "he goeth: 
before them, and the sheep fbllow him, for thejr 
know his voice." 

The cabin to which the shepherd conducted us 
was far superior in comfort, and more dignified in 
appearance, than the generality of the hovels among 
the high . pastures, whose roofs of stone or turf 
but very inadequately protect their inmates 
against the storms of rain and sleet to which 
th^ are frequently exposed. It was a small 
cave, about ten feet square and. six high, situated 
uhder % great mass of rock, and so secluded 
among fraipMuts of the mountains, that it would 
halve been diffieolt indeed for any one, unac-^ 
quainted with its localities, to discover it. * The' 
entrsmce, ori^ally the full height and width of 
the cavity, was pertly built up withMoose stone^f 
Biod a little doorway left at one corner. Once 
inside of this dwelling, the storms were not to be 
dreaded; not even the cold; its being situiated 
nearer the valleys^ enabled its owners to procure 
fuel without very great toil ; and the interior 
being naturally dry, the influence of a good fire 
was very soon felt within it. 

E 2 
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In. frcmt of the cave was a platform of mingled 
rocks and tur^ and there the assembled flocks,' 
seiectisg the most comfortable spots, established 
themselves for the night; the dogs took their 
accustomed stations upon the knolls along side, 
and we entered our place of rest. 

The eavet was jointly tenanted by the shepherd 
who had brought us to it, and another, who very 
soon made hi& a{^)earance ; and whose flock and 
dogs . jcMued those of the other, without the. 
idightest. appearance of dissatisfaction on the part 
of the first arrived. 

We new made preparations for our supper. A 
bundle of sticks was placed in an angle t)f the 
rock, which served for a fire-place, and a Mglut 
being soon struck, they blazed brightly> and the' 
smoke at once ascending to the roof» passed out' 
of the cave, giving us as little annoyance as 
would the most perfect chimney. We shared eur 
provisions with the ^pherds, and they in return 
cooking in their copper pot (the only culinary 
utensil wtiich they possessed) a larger quantity 
than usual of ih&tt customary fare, a soup made 
of fet, salt, and very black bread, divided it with' 

us. • '' 
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* Of the nmny times which I had 6lept in the 
huts of the Pyrenean shepherds, I had cartsunly 
never been so comfortably lodged as upon this 
eccasiofi, or had more reason to be satisfied with 
my situation. With a roof Qveac me, impervious io 
the stcnrms, a che^ful lire, plienty of provisioHS, a 
right good appetite to diminish them, und the 
prospect ci climbing Mont Perdu on the miorrow^ 
it was not possible to be diseotitentedt 'Haying 
finished our supper, and given the refnaants to 
the dogs, who, although they must bave ^oent^ 
the eatables, never quitted their pc^ts until fidled 
for, I had the copper pot well puriiml Srom the 
greasy influence of its late contoate, mid con* 
verted it to a use to which it had never hbtwd been 
applied. It was now promc^d te thi4 digioity ef 
a punch-bowl, and a (axmrnirou^ I made j^ ii^ 
oGHnposed of a weU proportioned ^jabOre'^ ww^ 
brandy, sugar, mA water. Heie thoie ^vrait ono 
oopboacd, and of course fteither ^cups ftm ^aases ; 
and the wooden spoons with which' we had albs 
the soup, couJd not weH supply tfaeir fUme^ iHA 
the pot was not so very large as ^ pmv^it vs. 
holding it to our lips, and (jkrdokang tout ibf ni^ 
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This we did ; and I shall never forget the looks 
o( supreme satisfaction portrayed on the coun- 
tenances of the poor shepherds after they had 
partaken of its contents. Wine they had seldom^ 
tasted, brandy they did not even know by name, 
sugar they had never seen, and the combination 
of the whole was to them a nectar of whose, 
delicious qualities they had formed no concep* 
tion. As the pot went round, their dark eyes 
increased in brilliancy ; from being at first shy 
and silent, they became talkative; so did my 
guides; and in a jargon, half Spanish, half 
French, many traditionary stories, incidents^ and 
adventures were related on both sides. 

These shepherds were among the number of 
those who had assisted the sons of the muleteer 
murdered in the Breche de Roland, to carry 
home their father's body, and from them I learnt 
some farther particulars relating to the. event. 
From what they told me regarding the appear-, 
ance of the body, there could be no doubt but 
that a despemte struggle had taken place between 
the victim and his murderers; not only wa£f it 
covered with itabs, but the arms were marked^ 
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with many deep cuts, such as could only have 
been received in endeavouring to ward a blow, or 
^ven for the piurpose of loosing a grasp. The 
suspicions of the family fell upon no particular 
individuals ; and even if they had, it would have 
availed little towards bringing the perpetrators of 
the crime to justice. Civil discord raged over 
the land, and caused its laws to be broken and 
trampled upon with impunity. 

One of the shepherds had in his possession a 
knife, found beside the body, stained with blood» 
and supposed to be that with which the crime 
had been committed. It was a coarse clasp 
knife with a wooden handle, and of the largest 
description which the Arragonese peasantry 
always carry about with them, the shaft attached 
to a button hole of their jackets by a piece of 
cord or ribbon. I had no difficulty in obtaining 
the knife in exchange for a few francs* 

The only real desideratum in this cabin» 
was a bundle of heath, or rushes to lie upon ; 
these luxuries were not to be procured on 
the mountain-side, and the shepherds were con* 
tented to sleep upon the floor of their dwelling, 
without any thing to protect them from its flinty 
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inequalities; Capotes and cloaks ^nnere, however, 
put in requisition to promote my comfort ; and 
stretched upon them in the far comer of the cave, 
with my feet most comfortably placed towards 
,the fire, I was very soon fast asleep. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Ascent of Mont Perdu— Its Difficulties — Herd of Izards-^Danger- 
ous Paths — Summit — A Mountain View — Formations of Mont 
Perdu — Lake of Mont Perdu — Respiration at Great Altitudes — 
Descent c^ the IfouDtatn — Chan^ of Weather^^DangerDua 
Passage of the Breche de Roland — Difficulty in crossfaig ^ 
Glacier — Descent to the Oule of the Marbore — Its Cataracts-^ 
Disbelief of the Aubergiste of Gedre^— Valley of Gavarnie — 
Pas die L'Echelle— ^- Sauveur. 



Bbfokb day-break, we had left the cabm, and 
were on om way towards Mont Perdu; and 4m*« 
rived at the base* of the mountain about fira 
o'clock. The weather seemed &Tounibie for our 
enterprise, and the few streaks of ok)uds which 
hnng aroiind some of the higher smnmitSf 4iA 
1^ appesff to the gnides portentous .of a xhange. 
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The most remarkable feature which is first 
passed in the ascent is the Tour de OoUis, wsk 
immense circular and altogether inaccessible 
rock, many hundred feet in height, resembling— 
as its name denotes — a huge tower, entirely 
detached from the masses of the great mountain. 
The path skirting along the base of this solitary 
protuberance then enters upon a high sloping 
terrace, composed of the debris of decayed rocks. 

This, the first of the series of terraces, which, 
rising one above another, form Mont Perdu, is 
succeeded by a deep ravine which separates it 
from the great band of solid rock which supports 
the second terrace ; at whose base the difficulties 
of the ascent may be said to conmience. A 
slight fissure in the rock affords the . means of 
scaling it, and of arriving at a slaty slope of the 
same character as the preceding. Several lower 
terraces,'and projecting rocks, are then scrambled 
over; among which we came suddenly upon a 
troop of izards. After the first ' surprise, they 
turned round and gazed at us, evidently more 
astonished at having the solitude of their fast^ 
nesses broken in upon, than afraid of. our injuring 
them. Antoine shouted^i and they trotted quietly^ 
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oh before us towards the only pass, which, at the 
eilremity of the acclivity upon which wte found 
them, led to the summits of the heights above. 
This incident, supposing that we had been quite 
ignorant of the existence of the single route to 
the crest of Mont Perdu, would have discovered 
it to us ; and, from the casual circumstance of 
meeting a few izards, we should at once have 
been enabled to reach that goal which the illus- 
trious Ramond had so long unsuccessfully en- 
deavoured to reach, and which he, and the father 
oi R(Hido, had encountered so many hardships 
md dangers ere arriving at. 

This little pass, and the ridge to which it led, 
although not generally esteemed the most dan- 
gerous part of the ascent, was, nevertheless, at 
the time we passed it, by far the most insecure. 
The heights by which the troop of izards had 
passed over, are separated from the last great 
sun\mit of Mont Perdu by a narrow ravine ; and 
they, and the extremity of the accliVity, or terrace 
from which they are ascended, form the wall' 
which, upon the southern side, incloses it. 

These heights are only accessible by a. natural 
ladder of projecting pieces of rockr which, start 
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from the outer edge of the platform beneath* 
From this 8pot» — ^£rom the first steps of the 
ladder, — ^I could look over a precipice perhaps a 
thousand feet high^ and so very perpendicular 
that, by way of plumbing it, I made Antmne 
bring me a large stone, which we rolled over, 
aJid then, watching its fail, could distinctly see it 
arrive at the bottom, without once having touched 
the rock from whidi we cast it. Climbing this 
ladder, we reached its ridge, along which we had 
to wend our way until we gained its highest 
point ; firom which it was possible to descend, by 
means of a similar ladder, into the u|^r part of 
the ravine. 

. The walking along this ridge was vezceedingly 
mconvenieait. Its beeadth varied throughout its 
vrhsie lei^gtb &om five to eight feet ; its surface 
WBi but indifierently macadamized with loose 
st/0OfiB; the precxpioes dropped away on both 
i^des ; and the wind, unbroken by any height, or 

■ 

Bftoimtain to the south, threatened to transplant 
us into the nvine* The cough surface would fiot 

« 

permit us to crawl along upon our hands a^d 
knees, and it was impossible to walk upright, and 
k^0p Scorn stumbling among the stones. Rondo 
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proposed that we should link our arms together,^ 
and then, steadymg each other, walk along the 
ridge abreast. I did not accede to this plan;> 
because, if one of us did chance to stumble, the 
othets would have been pulled down by the &II-1 
ing man, and the whole have perished ; whereas, 
by going singly, each one depended upon himsel^^ 
and could not endanger the safety of the others. 
This decided, we proceeded, bent double, so that 
we might present as little surface as possible for 
the wind to strike upon ; halting, and resting our 
hands upcm our knees when the fiercer gusts 8 wq)t 
over us. We thus sneaked along the ridge in safety; 
and, sheltered from the wind on its northern side, 
descended into the ravine. 

The upper story of Mont Perdu now rose before 
us, and we soon crossed the head x>{ the ravine,* 
and arrived at its base, and at that pact of the^ 
ascent esteemed by many who had mounted it, 
the most dangerous; and before the diffieultieflr 
of which not 4 few of the aspirants to reach its. 
stnnmit, had shruiik back dismayed. Oircum-: 
stances which I shall shortly mention,* made it: 
appear to me the easiest part of the whole route. > 
Rando, by way of prq)aring me for our last 
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escalade^ had not ceased to warn me of it& 
difficulty, and to paint its dangers, with wlMHt. 
degree of truth, I shall leave the reader to judge^ 
This highest story of Mont Perdu is, towards the 
south, a circular and perpendicular mass of , rock, 
the lowest part of which, about a hundred feet 
in height, is sHuated at the highest point of the 
ravine, the ridge of which is a line of preei^MGes 
uniting the heights from which we had de- 
scended with this,' the wall of the last tefrace; 
and from the spot where the junction takes place,^ 
there is distinguished a slight rent from the top' 
to the. bottom of the wall of rock which rises 
above it. This rent is the path to the summits 
The waters of the snows above have, in time, 
worn this fissure, sometimes unscaleable by 
reason of the stream which pours down it; 
sojnetimes from th§ coating of ice with* which, 
it is covered. To the right of the fissure, and 
within a foot of its edge, the precipices drop^ 
away, and &r below is seen a great ba<sin of. 
snow and glaciers extending from it to the 
summits of the ridge which overlook the lake 
of Mont Perdu. 
There was no great quantity of water tumbling 
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down the fissure ; just sufficient to coot our faces^ 
and put us upon our guard against the slip- 
periness of the wetted rock. Rondo led the way; 
and I, waiting until he had reached the top» 
followed. The fissure is in shape angular, and 
the inequalities of its surface, whidi renders it 
accessible, being situated upon both sides, the 
person who climbs it, having a foot and a hand 
upon each, is far more secure from danger than 
when climbing a much leaf steep face of rock. 
I^ therefore, thougl^ tiie ascent comparatively 
easy» and beio^ accustomed to consider myself 
perfectly safe whenever I could lay my hands on 
any thing which could sustain my weight, (thanks 
f p my early instruction in gymnastics,) I was very 
seon along side of Rondo, and at the summit of 
Mont Perdu. 

The crest of the moimtain is covered with 
loose stones of small size, and towards the French 
side h bordered by a parapet of snow five or six 
feet in height. ^ My first impulse was to turn 
round and look down upon the route by means of 
which we had arrived at this great altitude ; but 
it could only be traced for a short distance^ the 
rest was hidden behind the ridge upon which we 
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had found the wind so unpleasant The moun-^ 
tains and ^alleys of Arragon were then glanced 
at ; but the mist circling through them, and the 
heavy cloiids driving over them, permitted me td 
have but a very imperfect view of the great dis- 
trict 6! Spam visible in clear weather from Mbn{ 
Perdu-; but it mattered not, I had already beheld 
it from tEe Bpeehe de Roland. 

Th^re was, however, neither cloud nor haze to 
less^Q the ext^t or diminish the outline of the 
me^nificent range of the Pyrenees, over which to 
the north, to Ae east, and to the west, the eye 
could wander unobstructed. The snow-caj^ed 
aiimzuts of its mountains, their rugged peaks, as 
cocmtkss in ntmiber as fantastic in their forms, 
chequered the vast expanse around me, whosi^ 
horizon my powers of sight alone could limit. In 
this waste of ether in which the ^' everlasthig hills" 
appeared like so many rocks and islands, I could 
recognise among the ^eat assemblage, the tops 
of those which, boasting a gorgeous prospect, yet 
gave me but a faint idea of the glorious spectacle 
which I now beheld ; others whose rocky sum- 
mits, although far beneath that upon which I 
stood, had never been pressed by human foot; 
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others, among whose steeps and forests I had 
followed the izard, or sought the bear, and in the 
valleys at whose base I had joined in the pports 
and dances of the peasantry; others whose names 
and whose features were familiar to me; but 
hundreds whose peaks I had never seen, or 
having seen, forgotten. Mont Perdu is not a 
^ant surrounded by pigmies: a few feet of 
superiority of height over many of the neigh- 
bouring summits is all that it can boast; but that 
little is sufficient to entitle it to the honours 
which it bears, and to be esteemed next to the 
Maladetta, the noblest mountain of the Pyrenees. 
Those who wish to have one of the finest views 
in Europe, of mingled plain and mountain 
scenery, of river and of sea, must stand upon the 
summit of the CanigoA j and if they attain its 
crest imder such favourable auspices as I did, 1 
promise that the most greedy view-hunters of 
them all will leave it satisfied with the beauty 
and miagnificence of the prospect. Those, again, 
who delight to view nature in her more lonely 
solitudes, and to find themselves in those regions 
so far above the world, that the {Measures which 
they enjoy are no longer those of earth ; where 
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loftier thoughts and imaginatiohs take their place« 
where their own insignificance as human beings 
appears in strong reality, and where feelings of 
omnipotence and eternity dislodge all others, may 

■i 

be gratified upon the pinnacle of Mont Perdu. 

To another class of individuals, to those who 
would fain fathom the mysteries of the world's 
formation, aind reconcile the various irreconcileable 
hypQtheses which have been propagated regarding 
it ; who would attribute the existence of its moun- 
tains to the operation of internal fires, to the depo- 
sitions of the waters, or other causes, Mont Perdu 
cannot fail of being an object of great interest 
The circumstance of its existence sadly puzzled 
the geologists, who, having agreed that the pri- 
mitive mountains were those composed of granite; 
believed also that the highest siunmits of the 
great chains of the European continent, and^ 
among the others, those of the Pyrenees, were 
formed of the same substance. The observations 
of the patient and indefatigable Saussure upon 
the structure of the Alps, had greatly strength- 
ened this idea ; the attention of the savans was 
drawn to the appearances of those mountains, so 
simple and so perfect in their formations, while 
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the Pyrenees, wHepe all tHe known strata existed, - 
where mountains of variotis matters and siib-^ 
stances were resting upon or supporting each 
other, were deemed unworthy of notice. Ra- 
mond, however, turned the tide of observation 
towards his native mountains, and, by his perse- 
verance, established the fact that Mont Perdu,-— 
notwithstanding its great height,- — ^was a moun- 
tain of secondary or tertiary formation, super- 
incumbent upon primitive rock, and supericw in 
altitude to the granitic mountains which rise 
around it. 

From the top of the parapet, or bank of snow 
upon the northern edge of the summit, is seen the 
lake of Mont Perdu far beneath, encircled with the 
immense glaciers which hang upon the sides of 
the surrounding moxmtains* From beneath a little 
mound of stones, Rondo drew forth a small 
bottle, containing the names of the individuals 
who had reached the summit of Mont Perduj 
since Ramond, in 1802, discovered the path 
which led to it. The bottle (as was the custom) 
was then broken, the names of the individuals 
read over, and that of the author added to the 
list. The whole were replaced in a fresh bottle, 
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and carefully deposited beneath a rude arch, 
which we constructed to protect it from the 
winter tempests ; there to remain until the lonely 
solitude of its resting-place should be again dis- 
turbed, and the same ceremony gone through. 
The difficulty in respiration so commonly sup- 
posed to take place at great altitudes, was not 
here in the least perceptible to me ; and, at this 
elevation of nearly 11,000 feet, I was not sen- 
sible of any kind of bodily inconvenience whatever. 

The broken clouds which came sweeping over 
our heads from the Spanish mountains, the avant 
couriers of the heavy mists which now enshrouded 
them, warning us that it would be wise to quit 
our lofty station before it became too dark to see 
our way down from it, we drank in solemn silence 
to the memory of the illustrious Ramond, and 
departed. 

The difficult parts of the descent were, in suc- 
cession, passed in safety, and in less than one 
half the time which we had taken to make the 
ascent, we arrived at the base of the mountain. 
Here we had appointed the Spanish shepherds to 
meet us, with our provisions and cloaks, which 
we had left at their cabin; which they did, and 
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we sat down to eat our breakfasts. Before we 
had done, slight drops of rain began to fall ; and, 
looking up towards the summit we had so lately 
stood upon, it was too evident that we had not 
left it a moment sooner than we ought to have 
done, for it was already obscured from our sight 
among dark and rainy clouds, which, curling 
along the ridge of the Marbore towards the 
Breche de Roland, threatened to prevent our 
passing through it, and to fulfil the prediction of 
the Aubergiste at Gedre, that we should find it 
impossible to return until the next day. But we 
could not well remain another night with the 
Spaniards, even should it be considered prudent 
to do so ; our stock 6f provisions was consumed, 
and that of the poor shepherds was too small to 
permit of their sharing it with us, though will- 
ingly inclined. 

We accordingly parted from them, and set oflf 

» 

on our way to the Breche. The rain, descending 
in torrents, soon drenched our clothes ; and, to 
add to the discomfort which it occasioned, our 
wine-skin and brandy-flask were both empty. 
** N' importe ! " we could do without them ; our 
blood was neither so old or stagnant in our veins 
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that exercise could not circulate it ; and, of this 
soverei^ antidote to coldr\we should have our- 
selves to blame if we had not enough. 

The plain of the Millaris, and the crumbling 
sides of the Marbore,-^now more slippery aiid 
dangerous than before, — were crossed, and we 
entered the deep gorge below the Breche. 
Rondo shook his head at the unpropitious-looking 
aspect of the pass: The gorge was nearly filled 
with mist; and of the Breche we could see 
nothing. Its walls and towers were shrouded in 
deepest gloom ; but the wind, driving the mists 
furiously along the lower summits, in the direction 
of the great aperture above, gave us a faint con- 
ception of the hurricane we should find in it^ 
Rondo asked me, if I would attempt the passage ; 
and I answered, that if he did not shrink from 
making it himself, the sooner we proceeded th0 
better ; there was no time for deliberation, for it 
was very cold. 

The haze increased in thickness, and the wind 
in force, as we a&ceaded the side of the gorge ; 
and, by the time we arrivied at' the chamber of 
the murdered Spainiard, the blswst was fearful; the 
loosened stones were rolling down the precipices, 
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and the wall above seemed shaking with its 
violence. We entered the cave, for a moment, to 
avoid the storm, while we considered of the best 
mode of passing through the Breche. This place 
I had quitted the preceding day, and exposed 
myself to the scorching sun, rather than look 
upon its blood-stained walls : four and twenty 
hours after, wet and cold, I sought its shelter, 
and felt grateful for its existence. 

There was now no time to think about the 
danger of the undertaking, or the chance of one 
or all of us, being blown down the glacier, or 
over th6. precipice; it was too late to retreat, and 
advance we must, or remain where we were, and 
die of cold. Frenchmen, talkative as they are, 
can be silent on some occa^sions ; and upon this, 
our arrangements were, made ats quietly and 
silently as if we were about, to commit an act i^ 
which we were afraid of being discovered. 

Rondo's plan of walking aym in arm was now 
adopted, and we sallied towards the Breche, 
The plan was excellent; no single man could, 
have stood the fury of the. blagt ; and, linked 
together, we staggered like drunken men before 
it. The wall of the Breche once gained, we 
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crept through the gateway, clinging to the pro- 
jections of the rock; until, turning round its 
flank, we were in a moment completely sheltered 
from the wind. I had heard the wrathful wind 
whistling through the rigging of a vessel, and 
rushing through a forest; but, through this 
funnel of the mountains, it roared ; and, wreak- 
ing its fiiry upon the narrow plain of snow 
between us and the commencement of the glacier, 
it carried whole layers of it before it, tossing and 
whirling them about ere they disappeared in the 
mist. 

Rondo was of opinion that we should find the 
coating of snow which had so greatly aided us in 
crossing the glacier the preceding day, washed 
away by the heavy rains; and he, therefore, 
proposed that before leaving our present situation, 
we should fasten on the iron cramps, and be pre- 
pared for such an event. This we did, and, 
linked together as before, we entered upon the 
snow-bank. Walking abreast in this manner, 
and bending towards the blast, we gained the lee 
of the other side of the Breche, as much covered 
with snow, in our short journey, as if it had been 
shovelled upon us. We now approached the 
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edge of the glacier, where Rondo's prediction was 
too truly verified. Its covering of snow was 
entirely gone, and its bare glassy surface re- 
vealed, down which the falling rains and the 
melting snow formed little streams, adding greatly 
to the difficulties of the passage. 

Among the articles which the preceding day I 
had stigmatized as useless incumbrances, and 
treated with contempt, was a small hatchet ; yet 
had we not possessed this little implement, we 
could not have attempted to cross the ' glacier. 
Rondo took the lead, never venturing to put one 
foot before another until he had first carved a 
substantial resting-place for it in the steep surface 
of the glassy track upon which we hung, aware 
that one false step, or the yielding of a piece of 
ice would send us, like a shot, down the glacier 
and over the precipice below it. Slowly and 
cautiously, therefore, did we wend our way 
across it, halting every now and then to permit 
of our leader resting his arm from the fatigues of 
which we could not relieve him ; for having once 
stepped upon the glacier, it was impossible, with- 
out the greatest risk, to pass each other, and 
consequently Rondo, being in advance, had the 
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whole tbilof the scooping out of th6 footsteps to 
undergo. Once I tried to rdie ve him, but in endea- 
vouring to pass he had so nearly slipped away, 
that the attempt was given up; and thus actually 
crawling along where the day before I should 
have thought nothing of running, we reached the 
extremity of the glacier in safety, and glad I was 
that we did so, for Rondo was so worn out with 
the exertion, that I am persuaded had the glacier 
been fifty or a hundred feet broader, he could not 
have accomplished the distance. 

Here we remained a little while to allow 
Rondo to rest himself, and then resuming our 
march, descended into the pastures of Les Ser- 
rades. There the mist was less thick, and before 
we reached the narrow pathway which leads from 
them into the Oule below, we had passed through 
the region in which it rested, and. could see 
around us. A momentary glance (for we were 
&r too cold to stand still, and our last halt at the 
edge of the glacier had severely chilled us) 
lAowed me the amphitheatre of the Marbore, its 
terraces and towers obscured by the dark mist 
which formed a band ^11 round the circle, aSid 
from which,, as if it had been a terrible waterspout 
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bursting from the overcharged qjouds, the cata- 
ract, swoln to triple its former size by the un- 
ceasing rains, plunged among the rocks of the 
basin. 

The most slippery aiid insecure portions of 
the narrow ledge upon which we were descend- 
ing were crawled over upon our hands and knees ; 
the descent was completed, and we stood once 
more within the niighty walls of the Marbore. 
It was now impossible to cross the streams which 
flow through the Oule, at the places where we had 
stepped over them the preceding day, it was 
necessary to make th^ tour of the basin, and pass 
between the great cataract and the precipice from 
which it rolled. This we did ; the waters of th^ 
minor falls were then waded through in succes-f 
sion, and we gained the road to Gfavamie. 

Rondo was now very much fatigued, and cotild 
come on but slowly; I therefore left him and 
Antoine to follow at their leisure, and set off for 
Gedre, where I expected f o find my valise, and 
obtain dry clothes. The astonishment of the inn- 
keeper was great, indeed, when I walked into his 
kitchen. He would not believ6 that I had been 
that morning at the summit of Mont Perdu. 
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•* Bah! bah!" said he, "I suppose you mounted 
to the Breche de Roland yesterday, slept at 
Gavamie last night, and have now walked from 
there; no one could have dared to cross from 
the Spanish side to-day." 

" Well, well," answered I, " Rondo and Antoine 
can satisfy you on that point when they arrive, 
meanwhile, I shall lose no time in changing my 
dripping apparel." I was disappointed in this 
object ; my valise, it seemed, had been left at 
Gavamie, and not at GMre, so that I had passed 
it, and must take the chance of the guides bring- 
ing it along with them. The landlord, however, 
lending me a shirt, I proceeded to bed, there 
to await its arrival, and indulge ia the luxuries of 
an excellent dinner, which the worthy host, con- 
scious how much I stood in need of its comforts, 
lost no time in preparing. Two hours afterwards 
Rondo and Antoine arrived, bearing my valise. 
I was now released from my prison ; and towards 
ev^ing, the rain having ceased, an*d the clouds 
cleared away, I bid my guides (who were "fight- 
ing their battles o'er again " by the kitchen fire) 
good b'ye, and left Gedre for Luz. 

The narrow defile which separates Gedre from 
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the sweet little valley of Pragneres, and its pretty- 
meads ; the dusky gorge beyond^ savage-looking 
even while the sunbeams play upon it ; the famous 
Pas de I'Echelle, and St. Sauveur, from whose 
windows hundreds of lights were gleaming, and 
the music of whose gay dancers came sweeping 
across the valley, were each in succession passed, 
and I presently entered the cleanly inn at Luz, 
where I found my friend; and received the 
caresses of my fine dog, whom I had been forced 
to lock up at Gavamie the preceding morning, to 
prevent him following me to Mont Perdu. 



CHAPTER XVIl. 

Basin of Luz — Its great Beauty and Fertility — Pic de Bergoms— < 
Church of Luz — Baths of St. Sauveur — Castle of St. Biarie— ^ 
Visit of Burke to the Pyrenees— Valley of the Bastan — Village 
of Bar^s, and its Mineral Springs — Appearances of Bareges in 
Winter — Curious Method of warming themselves adopted by 
the Peasantry — Environs of Bareges — Pic de Midi de Bigorre — 
Lac d' Oncet— ^Valleys of Estaub^ and Heas — Superstition of the 
Mountaineers-^Thunder-storm upon the Tourmalet — Gorge of 
Pierfitte — Its unequalled Grandeur — Valley of Argeles — Beauty 
of its Features, and mildness of its Climate — Bx>ute to Cauteretz 
— Cauteretz and its Baths — Hunting Quarters — Portd'Espagne— 
Lac de Gaube — Melancholy fate of an English Lady and Gentle- 
man — Sorrow of the Peasantry at the Event — Boiling Springs. 

The basin in which Luz is situated, is, with 
the exception of that of Andorre, perhaps the 
most beautiftil, as well as the most extensive, in 
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the Pyrenees. Encircled by lofty mountains, its 
sole entrances are through the most profound 
gorges, and along roads scooped out of their 
rocky sides, hundreds of feet above the torrents 
which boil beneath ; and where the traveller, 
shuddering at the dangerous path, or delighting 
in the wild grandeur of the scenery in which he 
is, ^s it were, engulfed, is astonished to find the 
whole character of the scene suddenly change, 
and a single turn in the path usher him among 
the softest and loveliest features of fertility. The 
mountains, above whose precipices he was sus- 
pended, arid whose rugged cliffs hung over his 
head, have now receded, and form the picturesque 
back-ground to the exquisite little landscape 
before him. 

The circular hollow is variegated with corn- 
fields, meadows, and every species of tree. Its 
lower eminences are crowned with clumps of 
wood, or the ruins of old castles ; and the waters 
of the united Gaves from Gavamie and Bareges, 
assuming for a time a character in accordance 
with the peaceful scenes through which they flow, 
wind along as if they were unwilling to leave it. 
Villages and hamlets not only skirt the base of 
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the high mountains which inclose it, but appear 
spotting their sides, and scattered, half-hidden in 
the forests, far up among their steeps ; where the 
industry of the peasantry, applied in a thousand 
different places, has fertilized the slopes and 
shelves, mingling the yellow of the ripened com 
with the sombre foliage of the pine in those 
regions which, elsewhere, would be devoted to 
the heath or the box-plant ; and high pastures, 
or dark forests, strtiggle among the grey rocks 
and rugged peaks which overtop the whole. 

The village of Luz lies at the foot of the high 
mountain of Bergons, which forms the southern 
side of the basin ; and whose summit, upwards of 
four thousand feet above the plain, commands a 
most extensive prospect, not only of the surround- 
ing mountains, but of the whole valley of the 
Lavedan, and the low country beyond it. The 
access to the top of the Bergons^ notwithstanding 
its height, is so very easy, that, in fine weather, 
whole cavalcades of gay parties from the adjoining 
watering-places, may be seen, mounted upon the 
sure-footed little ponies of the district, winding, 
without difficulty or danger, up the path which 
conducts to its summit, there to form some idea 
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of the imijesty and grandeur of l3ie great roountains 
beyond it. 

The church at Luz is a curious old massy struc* 
ture, said to have been built by the Templars, 
It seems to have been intended to supply the 
joint purposes of a citadel and a place of worship* 
The church itself, not only being capaHe of de« 
fence, but surrounded by a high wait full of 
embrasures, is sufficiently strong to repel the 
attacks of predatory bands ; and, in troubled 
times, c(mstitute a place of security in which 
to deposit the property of the inhabitants. 09 
one side of the buildii^ is pointed out the door, 
in barbarous times the only entrance through 
which the Cagots* were permitted to come int9 
the church. It is now built up; the cruelty, 
conteinpt, and aversion with which these outcasts 
Irom society were treated by their fellow-'Creatures, 
appear only in the pages of history ; and, in like 
ixiaimer, we are led to hope that the prejudice 
which still exists against them, may in time be 
eoftened and eradicated. 

* The Cagots are a miserable and proscribed race which exist in 
the Pyrenees, whose origin has been a subject of much controversy* 
They are idiots, and have, in general, hideous goUpesi, 
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There are no baths at Luz ; but, as at St. 
Sauveur, where the mineral springs are situated, 
the accommodation for strangers is seldom, equal 
to the demand-^many persons are obliged to 
submit to the inconvenience of residing half €l 
mile distant from them; while others, who dislike 
being jostled on all sides by invalids and cripples; 
prefer the less beautiful, but more retired situation 
of the former. Luz has also another recommendar 
tion; which is, that houses can be had in it at one 
half of the exorbitant charges which are made for 
them at St. Sauveur.. 

The ruins of the castle of Sainte Marie, which 
crown a high monticule to the east of the village 
are: exceedingly picturesque. Their origin is the 
subject of much controversy among the inhabitant? 
of the district. One tradition ascribes their erec- 
tion to the Knights Templars ; who certainly did,, 
at one time, hold considerable possessions in the 
Lavedan ; and to. whom I am inclined to accord 
the honour of having built, not only the church of 
Luz, and others which are imputed to them, but 
the greater part of those situated in the mountains 
of Bigorre and Beam. The churches which we 
know to have been, built by the Templars, have 
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all the same peculiar form of circular chancel*; 
and, as this characteristic feature marks the holy 
edifices to which . I allude, and it is certain that 
the Templars, did, for a long period, rule among the 
Pyrenean valleys in which these ancient churches 
exist, there can be little doubt but that they were 
erected by them. 

Another tradition tells us, that the castle of 
Sainte Marie was built by the English, in the 
days of the Black Prince ; and that it was one 
of their last possessions in Bigorre. Of the two 
traditions, the last is the mc^t probable. Firsts 
because the Knights Templars (in this part of the 
country) did not build castles, but fortified the 
churches, or the preceptories attached to them. 
And, secondly, as the sovereignty of this valley, 
— ^productive in grain of all kinds, — ^must have 
been a matter of infinite importance to the party 
-who so long and so gallantly preserved the castle 
of Lourdes — which guards the entrance to it — 
to the English monarchy, after the whole of the 
county of Bigorre had been reduced, it is natural 
to suppose that they would have endeavoured, by 
every means in their power, to retain possession 
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of a place from whose environs thej could alone 
draw supplies. 

On this subject, however, we shall be more 
difiuse when we arrive at Lourdes* Meantime, 
I shall mention a circumstance which will render 
the precincts of the crumbling . walls of Sainte 
Marie as dear to many an Englishman as the 
knowledge that their ancestors once gallantly 
defended them. They are hallowed by recol- 
lections of the great writer on the '* Sublime and 
Beautiful f ' of that man of whom Fox could well 
avow, that he had learnt more froax than from 
all other men and authors ; and whose dereliction 
of early principles, however much we may regret» 
cannot weaken 6ur admiration for his command- 
ing genius, nor the pride which we feel in calling 
him countryman. At what particular period 
Burke visited this part of the Pyrenees I could 
not discover; certainly, prior (o the Revolution> 
and before the first devastating out-break of its 
pent-up torrents had so wrought upon his fears> 
and biassed his judgment, as to have led him to 
prefer (to use his own words) " the furniture of 
ancient tyranny, even in rags," than witness the 
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ihish of the waters of liberty which swept them 
rudely from their resting-place. 

The valley of Bareges,-*— or, as it is more gen^ 
rally called, — of the Bastan, opens into the basin 
of Luz beneath the cattle of Sainte Marie. It 
extends towards the Pic du Midi of Bigorre ; and 
is, throughout its whole extent, entirely pastoral, 
and destitute of cultivation ; but be^^utiful in the 
vicinity of Luz, with verdant slopii^ mea4ows, a 
profusion of fine trees, and innumerable little 
qom^mills, their wheels driven by the many rivu- 
lets which course down the sides of the moun- 

« 

tains which border it^ and appertaining to each 
owner of as much land in the neighbouring com* 
munes as would raise a few bushels of grain, and 
who esteenos it necessary to have his own parti-* 
cular moulin, in which he grinds the produce of 
his garden-field. 

The village of Bareges, so celebrated over 
Europe for the character of its mineral springs, i^ 
nefurly at the head of the valley, which is so very 
.narrow and confined, as to leave at the spot 
where it is built, scarce room for a single street 
of bouses and the riven This jproximlty to the 
.Gave, t^e saoet turbulent and imj)etuous in these 
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mountains, is the source of constant alarm and 
disquiet to the proprietors of the houses, espe- 
cially to those who have the misfortune to have 
their property upon the river side of the village, 
a considerable portion of which is^ annually 
swept away by the torrents. Bulwarks of all 
kinds have been erected to turn aside the wrathful 
stream ; but «o inefiTectually, that ' many people 
actually build houses for the season^ and take 
them down after it is over. This is, no doubt, an 
expensive proceeding; but the concourse of 
strangers who flock to Bareges for the benefit 
of the springs or baths, where the accommodationi^ 
are so inadequate to the demand, so enormously 
Enhances the value of every thing as to render 
this temporary house-building a profitable specu- 
lation. 

Louis the Fifteenth erected a military hospital 
at Bareges, in which great numbers of wounded 
officers and soldiers liave been healed. The 
waters are efficacious in various disorders ; but 
are particularly famous for healing wounds. 
They are clear, but emit an impleasant smell, and 
should be drunk upon the spot, otherwise their 
beneficial properties are greatly injured. The 
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isudatories, especially that^allotted to the poor, a 
kind of subterranean pond, are most unsightly 
places. 

When 1 visited Bareges in the winter, the Gave 
had, as uisual, carried away the road, which is 
in summer an excellent carriage one ; the moim- 
tains were covered with snow, which lay so many 
feet, deep in the street as to be level with the 
second stories of the buildings ; and I found the 
population of the place— about thirty individuals 
in all — assembled for warmth in the subterranean 
poiid alluded to. They were not actually in the 
water ; but they sat in a circle round the great 
bath; the hot vapours from which, effectually 
heating the place, enabled the inhabitants to exist 
in the midst of the cold and desolation which 
surrounded them. Both men and women w^re 
busily engaged in knitting the various scarfs and 
shawls, the beauty of which is so remarkable ; and 
for which they find a ready sale during the seaspQ 
of the waters. 

The season at Bareges is all bustle and confu- 
sion. The hills echo to the cracking of the post- 
boy's whip, and the jingling of his horses' bells ; 
the road, the knolls, and moimtain-paths, are 
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crowded with gaily-dressed strangers, or the 
natives in their picturesque costumes, who flock 
in numbers from Tarbes, Lourdes, Argelez, and 
Luz, to supply the wants of the visitors ; and 
mineralogists, geologists, and botanists, aire seen 
swarming like bees among the rocks, and on the 
mountam-sides. 

- This pwtion of th6 Pyrenees abounds in 
beauties. At the head of the valley of the Bastan 
is the magnificent mountain, the Pic du Midi de 
Bigorre; the Pic du Midi, par excellence, for 
there are many of the high siunmits of these 
mountains which bear the same daiomination. 
Like the Canigoii, it abuts into the plain, and 
Commands a most extensive view, embracing 
many mountains and valleys, and the whole of 
the low countries between Tarbes and Mielan. 
On the road to its- summit, which is but a little 
more difficult to arrive at than that of the Pic 
de Bergons, is the Lake dXDncet ; . cHie of those 
still dark tarns' so common in the Pyrenees. 

Upon the opposite side df the B&stan, and in 
the direction of M<mt Perdu, ^re mfany scenes 
well worth visiting; among them, a^e the Val 
d'Estaube, and its circle, or Oule, more develop 
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but less remarkable than that of Gavamie. The 
Val d'Heas, and its Oule and chapel, to which 
the pilgrimages of the sup^stitious peasantry are 
so frequent> and among whose wild semery the 
processions of the devotees are so exceedingly 
picturesque. 

In the vicinity of this chapel is the famous 
Caillou de TAraye, an isolated block of stone, 
conspicuous from its imm^ise size and situation: 
Placed upon the summit of a great mass of debris, 
it attracts the attention of the i^tranger, as it has 
done the homage of the mountaineers. It is the 
Mount Sinai of their imaginations ; they believe 
that the Holy Virgin appeared to their ancestofrs 
in this place, and from the summit of this rock 
presided at the erection. of her chapel in the 
4ieighbourhtx)d. 

There is a bridle-road from Bareges, which 
passes over the Tourmalet, — the round-backed 
mountain which runs across the bead of the 
valley Bastan, — ^to Bagnares de Bigorre, de-^ 
scending into the valley Campan, by the village 
t>f Grip. There arc no very striking features 
along the path ; and, excepting as a most convex 
«iient mesps of transit, between those two j^aoss. 
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it has no claims upon the notice of the traveller, 
unless he may have crossed it in such weather as 
upon one occasion I did ; and then he will have 
good reason to remember it. I left Bagneres in 
the morning, and arrived at Grip, drenched with 
the heavy rain which was felling. . Here the 
guide whom I had brought along with me from 
Bagneres, shrtink from the weather, and the 
stormy appearnce of the Toumialet, and refused 
to proceed. In the cabin at Grip, however, I 
found the moimtaineer who is in the custom of 
conveying . the letters from Bareges to Bagneres, 
who was also on his way to the former village ; 
but, like my own guide, was indifferently inclined 
to face the storm, and intended to remain imtU 
the next day at Grip. I bribed him to come 
along with me ; and, leaving my Bagneres guide 
behmd, we ascended the Tourmalet* 

Only those who have been out in a thunder* 
jstorm among the mountains, can form any con- 
ception of its terrible character. A thunder- 
storm in the plains, and a thunder-«torm on the 
mountains, are two very different sorts of phe^ 
nomena; the former is grand and sublime, abr 
isorbing our attention, and fixing our regards; but 
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the latter is terrific and appalling. The explod- 
ing thunders, reverberating among the defiles and 
gorges, nigh stun us with their crashings; and 
the forked lightning, playing among the rocks 
and all around, forcibly remind us of the luicer- 
tain tenure of our lives. With the elements in 
such fearftil mood^ and a driving blast of sleet in 
our faces, we crossed the Tourmalet, more than 
once congratulating each other, when a sudden 
gust of wind drove us from the path, that the 
track over this mountain was not remarkable for 
those passages where " the father never w§iits for 
• his son, nor the son for his father." 

Proceeding down the Lavedan^ we enter the 
gorge which separates the exquisite basin of Luz 
from the valley of Argelez. There is not a more 
magnificent defile in the Pyrenees than this? 
xiertainly not one through which the most tiiiiid 
may wend his way in more perfect seciurity ; and 
free from all sensation of danger contemplate the 
grandeur and majesty of the pass. It is one of 
those places which never palls upon the sight; 
visit it as often as we may, there is always gome- 
thing new to be seen; some feature we had not 
discovered ; or those with which we were famiUar 
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wearing a different aspect, axe still as novel and 
interesting as at first The sides of the defile are 
precipitous mountains; rising at first perpen-^ 
diculariy firom the bed of the river, but afteiavards, 
having just sufficient slope to permit the box and 
heath, and various other. shrubs and bushes, and 
a profusion of wild flowers to hang upon their 
steeps, even where there appears not a particle of 
soil to yield them nourishment. The ntnnerous 
twists and bendings of the defile are still more 
interesting. There little ravines appear, down 
which the waters from the u|^r valleys are seen 
descending, half hidden in the foliage of the ash 
and oak trees which skirt th^ torreaits and bend 
over them; while far above are caught glimpses 
of the higher regions of the mountains, covered 
with pines. 

The road, by means of which alone thQ travel- 
ler, nay, even the peasant of the district, has been 
enabled to enter this extraordinary scene, has 
been a work of prodigious labour. For almost 
the whole length of the pass, it has been fcMrmed 
by blasting the precipice into galleries, two, 
three, and sometimes fomr hundred feet abovie the 
river;, sometimes forced by an elbow of the 
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tnountain to cross to the opposite precipice, there 
to be forced back again by a still greater obstruc- 
tion. These crossings and recrossings of the 
stream, add greatly to the picturesque beauty of 
the defile ; one moment we ate in a spot to which 
the sun's rays scarcely ever find their way, in the 
next, we have them beating down upcm us in all 
theit ^pl^dour ; and from the centre of the many 
marble bridges of one arph, which span the dark 
abyss, the full grandeur of the ^cetie is developed; 
Such is the gorge of Pierrefitte ; fifty years ago 
an i^ard could not have clung to its sides, now 
carriages of ail descriptions pass along the fine 
road which has becfn <itonstructed through it. 

The valley of Argelez, to which the gorge d 
PierrdHtte is the magnificent approach upon the 
south, is, like the basin of Luz, a combination of 
the beautiful, the picturesque, and the sublime ; 
its plain, far greater in extent and width, pre- 
sents the same richness of cultivation, diversified 
with wood and water, as the former ; and the 
mountains which inclose it the same appearance 
of industry, transforming the wilds into gardens 
and com fields. Ancient mpnasteries» ruined 
castles, and solitary chapels are dustinguished 
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among the woods, t)eautifying the landscape, and 
adding greatly to its interest. The woody dells, 
and deep recesses of many lateral valleys may be 
scanned from different parts of this Eden of 
Arg^lez ; and the dark entrances of the gorges 
of Cauteretz and Pierrefitte, the town of Argclez, 
and its massy church, and the varied forms of the 
mountains which inclose it, are but a few of its 
most prominent features. Situated a thousand 
feet below the basin of Luz, and sheltered by the 
surrounding mountains, the climate of this valley 
is exceedingly mild ; milder even than in lower 
situations beyond the outer range of the PyTene&. 
When I passed through it in winter, a short 
time after the severest storms, and when the 
gorge of Pierrefitte, the basin of Luz, and the 
surrounding country were bmried in snow, the 
plain of Argel^z and its lower slopes were totally 
free from it, and green and beautiful as if it had 
been spring. With such a temperature, the valley 
of Argclez is a perfect orchard, abounding in fruits 
of every description. 

The village of Pierrefitte is situated at the 
entrance of the gorge of Cauteretz, where the 
road leading to the gay little watering-place of 
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the same name leaves the valley of Argel^. The 
scenery along this route is somewhat similar to 
that of the gorge of Pierrefitte, although not to be 
compared to it in magnificence. The gorge of 
Cauteretz is more open ; the road does not 
always hang over its torrents ; and the gentler 
beauties, the little grassy platforms which now 
and then appear in it, studded with magnificent 
trees, may render it more pleasing to many 
individuals than the savage grandeur of the gorge 
of Pierrefitte. 

Cauteretz is built in the hollow formed by the 
junction of the valleys of Lutour, Cauteretz, and 
Camp Basque, and in the vicinity of some of the 
finest scenery and highest mountains of the 
Pyrenees. Next to Bagneres de Bigorre, it is 
the most fashionable watering-place of these 
mountains, and preferable as a place of residence 
to most of them ; at least of those which adjoin 
the valley of the Lavedan. It is sometimes so 
very full of visitors, that it is impossible to find 
accommodation ; and, unlike most of the Pyrenean 
watering-places, it is not deserted during winter^ 
but inhabited by a population of several hundred 
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inhabitants. There are some of the best chas* 
seurs of the mountsuns natives of Cauteretz, and it 
is one of the places in which I would recommend 
those who are fond of such wild sports as izard 
and bear shooting, to estaUish themselves for a 
fortnight, towards the end of spring ; and where 
I can assure them that they will have thiraiselves 
to blame if they do not meet with success. 
There ia no scarcity of izards vcpon the n^^ 
bouring mountains, and the bears, not now so 
plentiful as they were, are still to be found ainohg 
the pixie forests whidi lie between the Vignemale 
and the Pic du Midi d'Ossau*. 

The baths of Caut^etz are situated at a con- 
siderable distance from the town, higher up the 
valley, and upon the sides of the mountain, where 
their Grecian porticoes, their esplanades, and 
terraces, appear somewhat out of place among 
the pine forrests and ru^ed steeps. The invalids, 
who cannot perform the distance frcHu the town 

* Jean Listapis is the most successfiil chasseur, and the best 
guide in this district. Few seasons have passed over in which 
Jean has not been able to increase the number of notches upon the 
stidL which records his victories over the bears. Implicit confi* 
dence may be placed in his honesty^ sagacity, and hardihood. 
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to the baths on foot, are carried in chaises a 
porteurs; fifty or sixty of which strange looking; 
paltoquihs may.be seai plying during the fore- 
noon, along the path by the river side ; while the 
poorer classes, who cannot afford.the luxuiy of 
such' conveyances, are trundled along: in wheel- 
barrpws or puny diligences. Some Parisiens of 
distinction haying selected Cauteretz as their 
place of sojourn during the summer months, it has 
acquired a character for good society ; and has 
consequently become a refuge for the fashionable 
ennuye, as well as for the, delicate in health, and 
the infirm. These, to the healthy visitor, pr 
traveller, are the disagremens of most watering- 
places ; but at Cauteretz, and other of the 
mineral sources of the Pyrenees, the sphere pf 
their annoyance being generally limited to the 
narrow streets of the town, or the gravelled walka 
and shady places of its environs, they are easily 
avoided, and their existence- forgotten in the 
solitude of the neighbouring mountains. 

Beyond the baths, but in the same valley, that 
of the Marcadaon, is the cascade of. the. Pont 
d'Espagne, the beau ideal, in the mirid of the 
water-drinkers and fashionables of Cauteretz, pf?i 
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mountain waterfall ; and at the head of the 
rslleji to the left of the Porit d'Espagne, is the 
Lac de Gaube. It was in this lonely lake, 
embosomed among the solitudes of the great 
Vignemale, whose hanging glaciers and lofty 
eones rise in all their majesty upon its southern 
side, that an English lady and gentleman, who 
had been but a few weeks married, were drowned. 
There is a little skiflF upon th^ lake, belonging to 
the fisherrtan who occupies the hut on its bank^ 
and gains a livelihood by catching the trout in 
which it abounds, and selling them to the hotel- 
keeperis at Cauteretz. The xmfortunate couple 
determined to sail round the lake in this skiifj 
which could only carry two. The lady stepped 
in first, and the gentleman, pushing the boat 
^ from the shore, made a spring to follow her. He 
was unsuccessftil, the skiflF had shot away too far, 
and he plunged into the water. The lady, in 
endeavouring to seize her sinking husband, lost 
her balancie, and 'was precipitated into the lake, 
in whose deep dark waters they both instantly 
sank. The melancholy fate of these individuals 
was at the period of the event a source of much 
weeping and wailing amcwag the peasantry of the 
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district, and even now they never talk of it with- 
out expressing their sorrow at the untimely death 
of the young strangers. 

Besides the springs which supply the baths, 
there are various others, which issue, scalding hot, 
from the rocks by the side of the Gave ; and in 
winter, when the whole scene was one dreary 
waste of snow, it was a strange and curious sight 
to observe the waters boiling from their sources, 
and steaming as they united with the nigh freezing 
waters of the stream. 

Retracing our steps down the gorge of Caute- 
retz, and through the charming valley of Argel^z, 
beautiful at all times and in a]l seasons, we enter 
the defile which separates it from Lourdes. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



Defile of Lourdes — Castle of Lourdes'^lts History interesting .t<r 
Englishmen — Its ga1)ant Defence by Ernault de Beam — The 
Chivalry of France driven from before its Walls — Assassination 
of Ernault — Continued Defence of Lourdes by his Brother — 
' lloUte ^rom Lourdes to Pau — France Pittoresque — St. Pe — 
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and Hilarity of the Peasantry — Plain of Bearn^ Chateau of 
Corraze — Veneration of the Bearnais Peasantry for the Memory 
of Henri Quatrer-Pau — Its Attractions^ Splendid View of the 
Mountains — Society of Pan— ^ Hanoverian Baron^ — Anecdote of 
George the Third and Queen Charlotte — Anecdote of a German 
Soldier — Origin of Pau— Bernadotte, King of Sweden^-Climate 
of Pau. 



The defile of Lourdes^^ — the approach, on the 
one side to the wild and interesting beauties of 
the Pyrenees, on the other to the rich and sunny 
plains of Bearn? — acquires, from its situation, a 
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degree of credit to which its Qwn peculiar 
features would not entitle it. The mountains 
which enclose it are tame and destitute of wood ; 
the debris of their immense slate-quarries blacken 
the pastures; and the Gave, which winds be- 
neath, no longer pent between opposing cliflFs, 
luxuriates in indolence. The scenery improve^ 
after we have mounted the steep ridge in the 
vicinity of Lourdes, and can look down upon the 
environs of its ancient castle, the Mirambd of 
the Saracens, and the stronghold of the adherent^ 
of the Black Prince in his county of Bigorre. 

Although the inhabitants of this district arQ not 
infrequently denominated " les petits fils des An- 
glais*' by the neighbouring . peasg^ntry ; and air 
though it was the scene of many of the brightest 
deeds of ancient chivalry connected with the 
English name; still, every French author who 
lias written upon this part of the Pyrenees, has, 
either wittingly or unwittingly, abstained from 
even alluding to that period wheti it formed a 
part of the a](^)anage of the princes of. Wales, or 
noticing the persevering gallantry displayed in 
retaining it under their sovereignty. From this 
silence ori the part of the only writers who giye 
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any account of the district, few of my countrymen 
unacquainted with the history of the times of the 
Black Prince are aware, while they admire the 
fine situation of the castle of Lourdes, and the 
gorgeous scenery which surrounds it, that there 
was a time when the banner of England floated 
from its towers, when the elite of France could 
not pluck it from its resting-place ; and when its 
defenders, deserted upon all sides, with not a foot 
of territory but the barren rock upon which the 
fortress was built, and without a hope of succour 
from their distant sovereign, defied their enemies, 
drove them from their walls ; arid, for a long 
^series of years, displayed a bravery which no 
dangers could appal, and a fidelity to their Prince 
which has no parallel in history. " Under such 
circumstances, a short sumniary of our dominion 
in Bigorre may not be deemed uninteresting. 

The county of Bigorre, which comprised nearly 
the whole of the country between the kingdom of 
Beam, and the district of Foix, was rendered to 
Edward III. sts the price of the freedom of John, 
King of France, taken prisoner at the memorable 
battle of Poictiers. Edward, in 1862, bestowed 
the Duchy of Aquitaine — of which the county 
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of Bigorre formed a part — ^upcai his son, the 
Black Prince ; who, in the following year, acconiT 
panied by his princess, left England, to take pos^* 
session of his continental dominions. 

Bordeaux was the capital of his duchy, and 
the seat of his government; but the Count of 
Armagnac, captivating the fancy of the royal 
pair with the description which he gave to them 
of the beauty of their distant Kttle kingdom in the 
Pyrenees, and of its flourishing, capital, Tarbes^ 
persuaded them to visit it. Accordingly, they 
came to Tarbes, where! they remained for a ^con- 
siderable time, and held their, court, at which the 
whole of the neighboiuring princes assembled to 
do them honour. 

The Black Prince, delighted with his mountain 
province, made exclusions through its various 
valleys ; in some of which he built new &rtresses, 
in others, strengthened those which existed. 
With the istructure of that of .Lourdes. he was par- 
ticularly pleased, and at once perceived the great 
benefit which would accrue to him from a conti- 
nued possession of it " It is," said he, ** the key 
of many countries, and from it > I can. find my 
way into Arragon, Catalonia, or Barcelona." Its 
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fortifications were immediately improved, and the 
command of the place given to Pierre Ernault, a 
native of Beam, a cousin of the Count of Foix, 
and an individual upon whose fidelity the Prince 
thought he could rely. . Upon bestowing this 
government upon Emault, the Black Prince said 
to him, ** Master Pierre, I constitute and appoint 
you . captain of Lourdes, and warden of Bigorre j 
see : that you preserve them, and render a good 
^uxifount of them to my father and myself." The 
Prince, having regulated the go vernment . of his 
province, and intrusted its defence to those in 
whom he thought he could confide, shortly after 
broke up his court at Tarbes, and returned to 
Bordeaux. 

No events of importance took place in Bigorre, 
and the Prince's right to its sovereignty remained 
undisputed, until the war broke out between 
.France and England, in 1369. Several of its barons, 
bribed with French gold, then deserted to the 
enemy, and delivered up their castles, which they 
-had sworn to defend: and the approach of the 
Duke of Anjou, at the head of an army composed 
of: the : best soldiers of France, terrified oUiers 
into submission. The governors of Mauvoisin, 
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Lourdes, ' and other places, however, indignantly 
Tefused the bribes tendered them, and bade de^ 
fiance to- the French host. Mauvoisin was first 
attaicked, and was (as I have before mentioned) 
gallantly defended ; and honourably surrendered, 
when the means of defence were at an end. 
Tarbes was treacherously given up by its go- 
vernor, and the Duke laid siege to Loiu'des. 

The castle of Lourdes is built upon an immense 
rock, which rises firom the centre of a hollow, 
or basin, formed by the surrounding hills. 
The Gave of Pisiu, issuing from the gorge lead- 
ing to Argelez, flows round its western base, thus 
adding to the strength of the place; while the 
other sides of the rock are almost inaccessible; 
and, in olden times, must have been rendered 
conapletely so by the walls and towers which 
rose from them. 

The first efforts of the besiegers were directed 
against the town, which hangs upon a slope to 
the east of the castle ; and which, for fifteen days, 
baffled' their utmost exertions to take it. At the 
end jof which time, the governor, having with- 
drawn the whole of the inhabitants, and lodged 
them within the walls of the castle^ the Duke of 
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Anjou, krmd great rejoicings, took possession of 
the deserted houses. He cotild, however, make 
iio impression upon the castle. Day after day 
for six weeks was the assault renewed, but all 
to no purpose ; the garrison remained uninjured ; 
and his own soldiers were driv^i back with great 

* 

loss from every attempt, although supported by 
the showers of stones which were hurled upon 
the besieged from the ^'grands mangimneaux^ 
constructed by the orders of the Duke. 

Despairing of success by open war&re, the 
Duke redoubled his exertions to seduce Pierre 
Emault from his allegiance to England, profiSsr- 
ing him vast sums ofmoney^ aad miany estates: 
but ineffectusdly ; - his integrity was incorruptible. 
" The garrison is not mine," said Pierre to the 
.cerivoy * of the Duke ; " and the pr^)erty of the 
King of England I cannot sell, alienate, oir give 
away, without proving myself a traitor; which 
.1 will not, but remain faithfiilto my liege lord, 
upoiQ whote hand, when he appointed me gover- 
nbr of this (»stle, I swore by my faith to defend 
it against all men, and to yield it to no ohe who 
had not his authority to demand it from me ; arid 
Pierre Erriault will feep his oath until he dies. 
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Carry this answer to your mastier ; no other shall 
he ever receive from me." At last, the Duke of 
Anjou, finding that all his attempts to batter 
down the walls of Lourdes, or corrupt the 
honesty of Ernault, proved abortive ; raised the 
siege, and retired, mortified and disgusted with 
his ill success. 

But, although Ernault had thus gallantly de- 
fended the castle of Lourdes against the French 
army, and forced it to retire with disgrace from 
before its walls ; he had still another, and i^ore 
dangerous enemy to dread, whose most anxious 
wish was to obtain possession of the fortress ; and 
' whose proximity to the place gave him every op- 
portunity of pouncing upon it in some unguarded 
.moment/ This enemy was his cousin, the Coiint 
of Foix and Beam. Prior to the repulse pf the 
J)uke of Anjou, the Coimt had never openly ex- 
pressed his wish to become master of Lourdes.; 
but, shortly after that event had tafcai place, he 
sent to Ernault, and requested him to come to 
Orthes, as he wished to have some conversation 
with him, regarding the state of the country. 
Ernault, dreading no evil on the part of the 
Count, although not altogether unconscious of 
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his deigns, at once consented to the proposi- 
tion. 

Previous, however, to leaving Lourdes, he 
assembled the garrison together, and appointed 
his brother to the conunand of the castle in his 
absence, ** John,'" said he to his brother, " the 
Count of Foix has sent for me, with what inten- 
tion I do not know; but, if it is true that the 
Duke of Anjou and he have been entering into 
an alliance, and he seeks this interview for the 
piu^se of getting me to surrender the castle to 
him, I shall in such case tell him, as I did the 
Dt^e, that while I have life the castle of Lomrdes 
shall never belong to any one but the King of 
England. And you John, who are how to take 
my place, swear to me by your feith and noble 
birth, that you will guard it as I have done, and 
never yield it to another than he who entrusted it 
to us." ' 

John swore as desired, and Emault proceeded 
to Orthes; where, a few days after his arrival, 
the Count of Foix made a formal demand of the 
c&stle of Lourdes ; urjging, as a reason for his doing 
so, that the Duke of Anjou had stated, that he 
(the Count of Foix) h^d caused the failure of his 
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expedition against that place by the support which 
he gave to the besieged ; and, although this sus- 
picion of the Duke's was perfectly unfounded, still, 
as he (tid not wish to incur the displeasure of so 
great a prince, he deemed it pradent to acquire 
possession of Lourdes. 

Ernault undaiintedly replied, though surrounded 
by enemies, among whom were many of the rebel 
barons of Bigorre— " Sir, I owe you duty and 
regard because I am a poor chevalier of your 
blood and country ; but the castle of Lourdes 
I cannot yield to yoii. You have sent for me ; 
I am here ; and you can do with me what you 
please : but that which the King of England has 
entrusted to my care, to him only will I give 
it up." 

" Ha ! false traitor," cried the haughty and pas- 
sionate Count, drawing his da^er— "Doyou dare 
to speak those words to me ? By that head thou 
hast not said them for nothing !"— and he stabbed 
Ernault to the heart. 

** Monseigneur, vous ne fiiites pas gentilesse," — 
said thefaithful servant of England, — "vous m'avez 
mande,.et si m'occiez." 

The death of Ernault did not, however, aid the 
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CouBt in his. attempts to gain possession of 
Lourdes. John Emault proved as brave and 
incorruptible as his brother ; and, after the whole 
of Bigorre had been reduced, either by the 
French KiAg, or by the Counts of Fobc and 
Armagnac, the castle of Lourdes remained in 
pojsjs^ssion of the English ; and its garrison, 
Unsatisfied with being merely able to defend 
themselveis within its walls, were a continual 
source of dread and annoyance to their powerful 
jneighbours, into whoiSe territory they continually 
broke ; and,' while the armies of England were 
contending in the northern parts of Aquitaine and 
France, they carried terror and dismay through 
the counties of Carcassone, Toulouse, and the 
Albigeois. 

The numerous, little forts, the ruins of which 
appear. in all the smaller valleys in the vicinity 
of Lourdes, were the watch-towers which gave 
notice to the garrison of the approach of enemies, 
and secured to them, from the fertility of the 
districts in which they were situated, an abun- 
dant supply of provisions. These dependent 
fortresses often fell into the hands of the enemy, 
who wreaked their vengeance on them when they 



THE PYKENEKS. Ill 

9 

did not dream of attacking the eastle of Lourdes, 
— ^'Car Lourdes etoit un chastel impossible a 
prendre." And so . it proved during the many 
changes of fortime which the English dominion 
in the south of France underwent ; for the banner 
of England spread its folds in the Lavedan long 
after it had been torn from the strong places of 
Guienne and Gascony; and was not lowered 
from the citadel of Loiu-des, until the English 
monarch renoun<^d all right to these provinces. 

The route from Lourdes to Pau lies along the 
banks of the Gave, which, sweeping round the 
outer ridge of the mountains, winds along their 
base. Here, although we are no longer among 
the moimtains, we have something more to in- 
terest U3 than the recollections of their delightful 
valleys; fpr the aspect of the country, though 
changed. in character, is still beautiful; and, after 
a long sojourn among scenes more wild and sub- 
lime, wQuld charm even by its novelty. The 
river has now become a noble stream ; and the 
rocky walls whiph confined its waters have been 
succeeded by green and wooded hills; farm- 
houses, orchard^, and cottages, surrounded by 
oaks of ^^a hundred years," and mdgnificeQt 
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walnut trees skirt its banks, and Waving corn-^ 
fields: th^ appearance of Indian com, — ^tbe most 
gorgeous of all crops,— the increasing influence 
of the sun, and the absence of the cool breezes 
which neutralise his rays, indicate our near 
approach to the richest plains of the south ; and 
that portion of the French empire to which the 
epithet "La belle France," can with truth be 
applied. 

France, I believe, has been compared to an 
ugly picture set in a beautiful frame ; and, from 
my own observation, I should not hesitate to say, 
that the simile is a most correct one. Some few 
spots there are, no doubt, in the interior of the 
country, well worthy of admbation ; but, for how 
many hundred miles must we travel to reach 
them, and how distant are they from each other ! 
and, after all, when they have been discovered, 
who that has gazed upon the surpassing beauty 
and magnificence of the frame, and the varied 
character of its workmanship, will not ajgree with 
me in declaring that those natives and foreigners 
who have formed their opinions of " France pit- 
toresque" from the scenery on the banks. of the 
Loire, (the "garden of France," as a part of it is 
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absurdly styled,) or any, or all of the ^' charming 
spots •* so thinly scattered through the interior of 
that extensive country, can have but a very inade- 
quate conception of the high rank which Frai>ce, 
by reason of the glorious frame in which she is 
encased, is entitled to hold among picturesque 
countries. 

After passing the curious old town of Saint Pe, 
whose monastery was founded in 1032, by Wil- 
liam, Duke of Gascony, the hills upon the right 
of the road become gradually lower, until, at 
Betharam, they have entirely disappeared, and 
the rich plains^ of Beam stretch out before us. 
Betharam is a college for the education of young 
priests ; and famous throughout the surrounding 
coimtry for the pilgrimages which are made to 
the Calvary, situated upon the little wooded 
hill which smrounds it. The sanctity of this 
spot is very great, and throughout the whole 
season, numbers of devotees may be seen winding 
their way up the steep ascent of the mount, 
kneeling, and repeating the prescribed Pater '■ and 
Ave, at the various stations, or chapels, in which 
are most extraordinary and grotesque-looking 
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groccps of figures in wood, intended to represent 
the passion of our Saviour. 

In the month of September, when the ftte de 
la Vierge attracts the whole population of the 
country, to this holy hill, the scene which the 
place presents is of the most ciirious description. 
The roads, and fields, and woods seem then ali^e 
with dense masses of human beings, all direetmg 
their steps towards the Calvary of Bethamm; 
The various colours of their picturesque costumeSj 
•—•the gay capulets of the women, the fl^owii^ 
sashes of the men, — and, above all, the chanting 
of their hymns, which they sing in chorus, render 
the spectacle animating and interesting. A long 
line of tables fringes the bottom of the ascentj^ 
covered vnth holy trinkets of every kind, — rosa- 
ries, crosses, rings, and. amulets, all blessed by 
some holy father, nay, even by the Pope himself, 
if we were to believe the assurances of the vend- 
ers: at which each pilgrim makes a purchase' 
according to his faith or his abihty. 

The ascent of the Mount is then made ; some^ 
parties displaying their devotion by pwforming 
the journey barefoot, or on their knees; others, 
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whose sins hang less heavily on their consciencoj^ 
hurrying over the ceremony as &)St as possible, 
that they may rettim to their f rieiids, who, having 
afaready jnonsly reUeved themselves of their sins, 
are rejoicing over the evesif in the village below. 
Feasts are prepared in all the cabslrets, and there 
the sad and weary pilgrimsr of the morning, dis-^ 
brndraed of their last yesur'a load of sins,. are 
tmnirfomiiad into light-^csafted and joy oqs pea- 
sahiiy; the 'sacred hymn into^ the conviviial glee ; 
and ev^y countenance is beaming with gladness/ 

Towards evening, groups are seen' assembled 
under the trees/ dandng to their rustic music, or 
singing m bands ; and, when th€^ day of mingled 
penance and zejdcing is drawing to a dose, th^ 
various parties wend their w^y homewards^ still 
singing and rejoimg, and completely forgetting 
the vexatioi»3 or misfortunes of the year gone by, 
in thehr anticipations of the happiness of the: 
ensuing one. 

From Betharam to Pau, the country is a 
perfect garden in cultivation; and the inhabitants 
preferring to assodate together, rather than reside 
in scattered hamlets and cottage the road is 
almost a succession of villages and houses. One 
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q£ the largest, of these is Corraze^ a few miles from 

Betharam, upon the heights above which, are ; the 

ruins of the chateau in which the younger days 

of Henry, the Fourth were passed, and where by 

the hardy life which he led, and joining in the 

games and sports of the peasantry, he inured his 

body to fatigue, without which he could not have 

survived the hardships of his riper years, and 

acquired the love of his subjects, who never 

failed him in the hour of need, nor deserted him 

in his misfortunes. " I would,'* said the young 

prince of Beam, ever anxious for the welfare of 

his people, *^ that the poorest peasant of my 

country could put a fowl in .his pot upon Sunday." 

And they had never cause to lament the futility 

of his promises. His memory is still idolized by 

the people, and although^' les murs qui Pont abrite, 

les edifices qu' il a construits, disparattront ; mais 

la memoire de ses hautes qualites, de ses bienfaits, 

ne s'effacera plus. Voila le sol qu' il a , longtemp^ 

foule de ses pieds nus; les montagnes, les bois 

qu' il a souvent gravis, haletant et .convert de 

sueur ; et les hameaux, ou press6 par la faim, il 

se r^fiigiait pour manger la p^ ou la millade du 

paysan beamais, qui partageait gaiment avec.son 
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Henri." Few kings were so well beloved by their 
people as the Prince of Beam ; and still fewer 
have left behind them so good a name as the 
** bon Henri.'* 

From Corraze to Pau is but a very short dis- 
tance; and this, the ancient capital of the Beam, 
is beautifully situated upon a high terrace over- 
looking the Gave, and cpmmanding a fine pro- 
spect of the surrounding country. Pau is not only 
interesting on account of the many historical 
recollections connected with its name^ and the 
distinguished station which, fi:om the earliest 
periods of European history, its counts, and 
princes, and kings, have held among the poten- 
tates of the continent, and the early institution of 
a limited monarchical form of government ; but, 
from its situation in one of the richest and most 
abimdant countries in the world ; and in one of 
the finest climates; its environs comprising all 
the loveliness of vine-clad hills, and sunny dales, 
green meadows, and fertile fields, and gardens, 
and copses, and orchards. 

These attractions have, for many years, ren- 
dered Pau a favourite place of exile to those 
English who fly to a genial clime in the pursuit 
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of health, or to eoooomiro, where .niarkets at^ 
excellent, and proTisions cheap; and no oth^r 
town of the south can be compared to Pau lor 
those advantages, for there is none otlier that can 
boast a les^ changeable clhnate, and where the 
varied luxuries of a southern climate can be o1> 
tained at less expense. The diief desideratum of 
Pau, as a plaqe of residence, is the want of com-^ 
fqrtable houses, such as fpre to be met with at 
Tours, and other towns of Fiance where the 
English colonize themselves. There are few 
single houses to be had ; and ^fiats, if disagreeable 
at home, are ten times mcne so abroad. The 
streets of Pau are, besides, inconveniently narrow, 
and, for a great part of the year, abominably 
(firty, sadly deteriorating the purity jof the pune 
mountain air which surrounds the townl 

There is, however, one section of the town fax 
superior in comfort and appearance to the r^ ; 
and there I would advise any one wIk) may 
decide upon residing in Pau, to choose his abode* 
This is the south side of the Rue Royale, which 
is built upon the edge of the terrace above the 
Gave. There there is less noise and bustle ; and 
the purest air, and the most sf^ndid view to the 
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siouth, &sU and west, that can be imagined. 
Below is the extensive and wooded plain of the 
Gave, broad and open to the east and west, 
•where the windings of the river are traced and 
lost in the distance, but narrowed and contracted 
to a mile in breadth opposite to the town by the 
numerous low hUls which, running out laterally 
from the mountains, and divided into numberless 
small valleys, ravines, and dells, resemble a suc- 
cession of mighty buttresses, intended as a sup- 
port for the great mountains behind them. These 
hUls, chequered with copses, and the vineyards 
from which the red and white wines of Juran^on 
are produced, and adorned with country houses, — 
bord^ the latoble plains beneath. Higher and 
more distant tills succeed them ; and, above the 
whole is se^ one long-c6ntinued range of simci- 
uaits, o£ most fantastic forms, from the Pic du 
Midi de Bigorre, — forming a promontory on the 
east, — to the inferior mountains which, beyond 
the valley d'Aspe, gradually decrease in height as 
they approach the ocean. Among the most dis- 
tant summits to th^ east may be distinguished the 
glaciers of the Neouville asxd tibe Vignemale, spark- 
ling in the sun ; and at the bea<l of the valley 
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d'Ossau, which opens immediately to the south 
of Fau, the Pic de Gers, the masses of the Eaux 
Bonnes, and the gigantic fork of the Pic du 
Midi d'Ossau,. the most picturesque-looking of 
all the Pyrenean mountains, are conspicuous in 
the outline of this inagnificent and unequalled 
amphitheatre. 

The society of Pau, like that of most oth^ 
towns which is composed of chance visitors, can 
scarcely be characterized ; the general rule, how- 
ever, which more or less applies to every small 
continental town in which a few English &milies 
have domiciled themselves, is applicable to Pau. 
A few families constitute a society so limited and 
contracted, that it is seldom pleasant or agree- 
able ; and, no matter how worthy and excellent 
the component parts of it may be individually, - 
still, when taken together, they fail in one mate- 
rial point — unity; and, instead oi that good 
feeling which we should naturally expect to exist 
among the natives of one coimtry residing in a 
foreign land, we invariably find the reverse, and 
the little " body politic " divided into as many 
sects and parties as there are in the Christian 
religion ; each party, its occupations and amuse- 
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meoto, fonning a topic of criticism and discussion 
to the others. 

Among the families residing at Pau dmring the 
period of my sojourn in the neighbourhood of the 
Pyrenees, was that of a Hanoverian Baron. 
From the society of this esteemed individual I 
derived much pleasure. The Baron's early life 
had been spent at the court of George the Third, 
with whom he was an especial favoinite, and many 
an anecdote has he told me x)f the ."good old 
King's " eccentricities, and very sensible dread of 
"Charlotte." Although, perhaps, somewhat out 
of place in these volumes,, I cannot resist the 
inclination to glean a few characteristic incidents 
from the Baron's recollections of their Majesties. 

George the Third, like Frederick William, of 
Prussia, had a great admiration, of tall and hand- 
some men, and seldom selected an aide-de-camp or 
attendant who was not in stature fit to be a grena- 
dier. Possessed of these essential qualificatiops 
together with the advantages of high birth, the 
Baron became the " shadow " of His Majesty, 
and in company with another equally well 
favoured countryman, attended him in his walks ; 
no light duty, considering how very fond 
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he was of rpedei^ftiianism. On such occasions 
His Majesty, when he met with any one who 
he did not think hiad seen the Hanoverians, 
would iounediately introduce them, prehiding 
the introduction with such expressions: ''Have 
you jseai these gentlemen before?" "Have 
you ever seen such men?" &c», &c. To 
be shown off in this manner was sufficiently 
annoying to my friend, whose companion, on the 
other hand, enjoyed the distinction. The powers 
of memory possessed by the royal family of Great 
Britain ase proverbial; George the Third had 
never resided in Hanover, yet the knowledge 
which he had of his subj^ts there, and of their 
family history, was wonderful, so much so that 
there was scarcely a single family of distinction 
with whose history he was not to the full as well 
acquainted as the family themselves were. ThQ 
following anecdote displays the goodness of his 
heart, and the awe in which he stood of his royal 
spouse. The baron conunanded a regiment of 
cavalry who wore the enormous jackboots then in 
use. Somehow or other it entered into His 
Majesty's fancy to have a pair of these boots, and 
he accordingly applied to the Baron to have them 
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xhade by the bootmaker of the regim^it ; and had 
his measure taken. The bootmaker, either from 
havmg little assktance, (h* anxious to do justice to 
His Majesty's boots, did not finish them hr some 
(fciys ; but so very eager was the King to have 
tiiiem, that he never failed each morning to vicftt 
the maker, and to inquire how they were pro- 
cessing. When they w^e at last finished, and 
he tried them on, they fitted so very well, and 
pleased hun so much, that, turning to the boot- 
maker, he asked him if he had a family. " Yes, 
your Majesty," answered the man, " I have a '\Vife 
and family in Germany/' 

*^ Very well," said His Majesty, giving him 
eight guineas, " send that to your family, it may 
be of benefit to them." 

So delighted was the King with his boots, that 
it was hiis &rst desire to display them before the 
Queen, and, accompanied by the Baron, he made 
his appearance before her. Strutting forward, 
and kicking bis legs right and left, he said» 
^* Weil, Charlotte, what do you think of my boots, 
are they not beautifully made?" Her Majesty 
paid the desired complinaent, upon which the 
King whispered, ^^ I gave yoed**guineas for them." 
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One other of the Baron's anecdotes I cannot 
help also relating. It regards the honesty and 
integrity of a Hanoverian soldier. In the cam- 
paign of ■ a soldier of the German Legion 
was brought before a comrt martial^ accused of 
having drawn his sword upon his officer. The 
&et was proved, and the articles of war awarding 
death as the punishment in such cases, the soldier 
was sentenced to be shot. The Baron, who was 
a member of the court, happening to be ac- 
quainted with the history of the man, stated his 
knowledge of circumstances greatly to the credit 
of the offender, and obtained leave to mention 
them. It seemed, that after a previous campaign, 
and when the greater part of the German Legion 
was ordered over to England for the winter, 
many of the officers of that corps, trusting to 
the honour of their men, allowed them to return 
home, taking along with them their horses and 
accoutrements, upon their simple engagement to 
join their respective regiments when called upon. 
One reason for granting this indulgence to the 
soldiers was the great dislike which the Hano- 
verians had to English barracks. The troops 
were imexpectedly called . out, and in some. 
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although not in many cases, the oonfidence of the 
officers in the men was found to have been ; mis- 
placed. The regiment to which the man before 
the court belonged, was directed to assemble at a 
particular! port, for embarkation to England ; and 
sddiers on leave received orders to join. Owing 
to some mistake, the offender had no order sent 
him to join, and several days elapsed before he 
accidentally became aware . of the circumstance. 
He, however, lost no time, but mounting his 
horse, set off for the place of rendezvous. Upon 
arriving at it, he found that the regiment was 
gone. He followed it to the coast, at some dis- 
tance from which he encountered two soldiers of 
his own corps returning homewards. He accosted 
them, and inquired if it were not true that the 
regiment was at a certain pcHrt, and that the 
transports would soon sail. They answered in 
the affirmative, adding that the vessels had 
already sailed, and that they, profiting by the 
confusion, had taken the opportunity to return 
home. 

" Sapperblew !" said he to them, " do you mean 
to desert ?" 

** Certainly, to return home;*^ said they. 
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*^We^ akiswared the indi^ndual before the 
courts ^*yiou mfcy des^, but at all events you 
shall not steal the hcmbes;"' and drawing out his 
fiabcAB^ he threatened to shoot them dead if thejy 
did not instantly disniGnaW a&d give him up the 
horsesi The deserters^ well aware el his eharae<> 
ter for bravery and determination, obeyed kiin» 
and resigned their horses. Taking the extra 
horses along with him». he proceeded to the coast; 
where he; fiiund that the transports had sailed 
What was he to do ? Wasf he to return hcHne ? 
No/; he would slill endeavour to join hi^ corps; 
Foirtun& favoured his -resolve, for he' heard thai 
there was still another transport lying at ^some 
distance along the coast, which was waith^ for 
some of the ^ gentlemen of the Guards," He set 
off for it,' and havii^ reached it, he reported 
himself to the captain^ at the same time stating 
the circumstanceai which had prevented him from 
sailing, along V with his own regin&ent So d^ 
habited was the paptain of the transport with the 
soldier's honesty, that notwithstanding that his 
ship was only intended to convey in&ntry, he put 
himself to considerable inconvenience, and re^ 
ceived the man and his horses on board. 
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In the meantime the regim^t to which the 
prisoner belonged, had arrived in England, and 
upon its muster-roll being called ov^, each 
individual who did not answer to hi& name was 
noted down as a deserter* When the prisoner's 
name was called, and not answered to, a corponl 
of the regiment stepped forward, and requested 
that he might not be; put down as a deserter* 
*^ I am certain that he is no deserter," said he* 
*'and that ^e Icmg he will make his appearance.** 
The corporal was asked the reasons for Ym 
believing that the missing man would return, 
which, now that the . regiment was in England^ 
was so improbable a circmnstance. He said,- that^ 
he was sure that no order to join had been sent to 
his friend, but independent of this he had anothec 
stnmger reason for believing that his comrade 
would retum« It seemed that he (the. corporal) 
had, when the regiment was disbanded, given to 
th& missing man the loan of his watch, who for 
sooie reason or other wished to make an appear** 
ance at home ; '^and if it was for no otliVBr reason 
tiian to return jne the watQh>" said the corporal, 
^' I am positive that he will soon be hei^/* Upon 
this statemdot. the prisoner before the court was 
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not noted down as a deserter. The ship he was 
on board arrived m England, and being put on 
shore, and having discovered where his regiment 
was quartered, he joined it, with the watch and 
the three horses, to the astonishment of many, 
but amply justifying the character which the 
corporal had given of him. 

The members of the court martial were so 
pleased with this simple statement of facts by the 
Baron, that they imanimously and strongly re- 
commended the prisoner to mercy. I ought to 

■ 

have mentioned, that the crime which the man 
had been found guilty of, had been committed 
when in a state of intoxication, and when, from 
the effects of a severe wound in the head, he 
became ungovernable. The Duke of York, a short 
time previous to the sitting of this court martial^ 
had issued an order, that any recommendation to 
mercy in such cases should not be attended to. 
The court nevertheless did recommend the pri- 
soner to mercy, and the Duke sent back the pro« 
ceedings of the court, at the same time desiring it 
to sit again, and revise the sentence. The court 
martial sat again, but the articles of wiar were so 
decided that they could not find otherwise than 
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they had originally done. The same sentence of 
death was awarded, but along with it, and r^ard- 
|ess of the Duke's order tq the contrary, a recom* 
mendation to mercy, if possible, still stronger than 
the former, was forwarded to the commander in 
chief. The result was, that the sentence was 
commuted to transportation to the West Indies. 
The Baron told me that he had once received 
intelligence regarding the soldier, since he was 
s^t to India, where, in the course of a short 
period, he had been promoted to the rank of 
sergeant-major, ^* but," added the Baron, *' I am 
afraid that the climate, or the strong drink will 
have killed as fine and noble a fellow as ever wore 
a sabre."' 

The town of Pau originated from the circum- 
stance of a chateau. being built by one of the 
princes of Beam, in the tenth century, to protect 
his territory from the incursions of the Moors of 
Spain. For this purpose, he obtained from thtf 
inhabitants of the valley d'Ossau, the land upoii 
which to build his fortress, on condition thiat their 
descendants should enjoy the privilege of occu- 
pying, during the sittings of the national assem^i 
blies, the first place m the great hall of the castle 
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which he .'intended to eiect* This right being 
yielded^ three stakes were driveu into the ground, 
to mark the Umtts of the grant. Stake in Berr 
nais is caDad paou: and^ from these stakes, the 

# 

castle and town which rose around itv derived 
their name, now corru{>ted into Pau^ 

The situation of the castle is at the extremity 
of the terrace oh which the town is built. The 
ancient fortress of the Princes of Beam has beien 
succeeded by the more modem chateau of the 
Kings of Navarre ; an irregular mass, flanked by 
towers and pavilions of imequal height; by no 
means remarkable in appearance, but rendidred 
sufficiently interesting by historical recollections, 
and the grandeur of the prospect from its walls. 
The most antique-looking part 6f the building is 
the square tower of brick, near the principal 
entrance, said to be the birth-place of Henry IV., 
whose cradle, made of torfois^shdl, jn-eserved in 
the chamber where it was first used^ is a relic 
dear to every true Bearnais. 

Bemadotte, King of Sweden, Was a native of 
Pau ; and began his career' of life as apprentice ta 
a baker. In 1780> he became k soldier; and, 
in 1818, *'il pasm roi"-— the expression uised by 
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the soldiers of the empire, as acctistonied to see 
their coihmanders miade kings as generals. The 
house in whidh he was born is situated in one of 
the inferior streets of the town, and the event is 
recorded by. an inscription over the door. Al- 
though Napoleon said, that " Bemadotte a ete le 
serpent nourri dans notre sein ;" with what justice 
is a matter of opinion : still he has not, like most 
other men who have risen from a humble to an 
exalted station, been so intoxicated with his pros- 
perity as to forget his poor relations, most of 
whom he has provided for, and rendered comfort- 
able in life. 

The climate of Pau is perhaps the most genial, 
and the best suited to invalids, of any other spot 
in France. There are there no such sudden 
changes, such transitions from heat to cold, as at 
Nice or Montpellier, nor piercing cold winters as 
at Tours ; indeed, the almost continual fine wea- 
ther is only broken for three weeks or a month in 
the beginning of January by the winter rains,, 
accompanied * by slight frost; but the snow is 
seldom visible a few homrs after it falls ; and the 
heats of its southern latitude are tempered by the 
vicinity of the mountains, in whose cool recesses, 
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those who feel the summer sun too oppressive, can 
in a very few hours take refiige. The nearest 
watering-places of the Pyrenees to Pau, are the 
Eaux Bonnes, and the Eaux Chaudes; and 
thither we shall, in a subsequent chapter, conduct 
the reader. 
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In mountainous districts, we generally find a 
race of horses, small but active, and, therefore, 
better suited for the work they are required to 
perform. Accordingly, along the whole line of 
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the Pyrenees, and even throughout the vast plains 
which extend from their base, we find a species 
of small, wiry, and in general, exceedingly ugly 
animal to predominate. For what length of time 
this may have been the character of the horse in 
the most southern provinces of France, it would 
be difficult to discover ; but if I might be allowed, 
without any authentic information on the subject, 
to hazard a conjecture, I should suppose that the 
same description of horse has existed for a very 
long period. In a coimtry so hilly and moun- 
tainous, and where, until very lately, even in the 
most populous and richest districts, good roads 
were altogether unknown, the small and active 
animal was the one most efficient for carrying to 
market the produce of the country. Almost all 
the cross-roads are at this day little better than 
the chaimels of the streams and rivulets, where 
even the ox-cart cannot ply its sluggish course. 
Every article must, therefore, be transported on 
horseback ; and as the horse is seldom or never 
made use of for agricultural piurposes, it is almost 
certain that from the period when beasts of 
burden were first required by the natives of the 
Pyrenees, that the species of horse at present in 
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use there, woiUd be the kind sought after by 
them. 

To Pau, Tarbes, and to all the other towns in 
Beam and Bigone, three parts or more of the 
corn, maize, and other produce of the country are 
brought to market upon the backs of horses, 
hundreds of which may be seen, upon market- 
days, passing along the roads, each carrying its 
complement of sdxsks. Divided as the soil is into 
small proprietorships, each owner of an arpent of 
land possesses a horse, without which it would 
not be possible for him to dispose of even the 
small quantity of grain and vegetables which he 
cultivates. At an earlier period, I imagine that 
the br^ed must have been more like our Highland 
pony ; but the government of France, with the 
view of improving the race, have established 
Haaras in each of the departments. These Haras 
are well worth visiting, not so much from the 
character of the horses they contain, as from the 
care which is exhibited in the management of 
the establishment. In some of these stables 
there are above fifty stalls on a side, neatly^ 
divided and arranged. The ceiling is in general 
lofty, and a most perfect system of cleanliness 
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pervades the whole. So tnany horses togkher, 
and so well kept, even although not remarkable 
for their beauty, form a sight to be admired. But 
notwithstanding the great expense attending these 
haras, (some of them costing above ten thousand 
pounds a year,) the benefit derived firom them 
has been very inconsiderable. 

In the breeding of horses, the French are very 
Ignorant, for hitherto they seem to have imaged 
that the quality of the stock does not, in the least, 
depend on that of the dam. Consequently each 
peasant possessed of a half-starved disjproportioned 
animal, brings her to the haras, and although the 
sire may be English, Norman, or Arabian, the 
progeny is very little, if at all better either in 
appearance or in usefiilness than the mother. I 
.am rather inclined to believie that the consequence 
has been to deteriorate the native breeds and to 
introduce a race of slight weeth/ creatures, 
infinitely worse adapted for burden than they 
must have been previous to the introduction of 
the haras. Besides, the peasant could not afford to 
keep a good horse until he could sell it to 
advantage. He has neither the means, nor the 
inclination, and it would not suit the purpose for 
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which he requires it ; so that the only advantage 
i^ich has hitherto been derived from these haras 
has been now and then obtaining a few horses 
for the cavalry. Thus the French, as well as the 
English, can boast of their sinecure and unpro- 
fitable establishments. 

Horses, such as they are, are nowhere cheaper 
than in the neighbourhood of the Pyrenees; 
their prices ranging from two to five hundred 
francs. A few of the larger mares from which 
the peasants are in the habit of breeding mules, 
. fetch the highest prices, but twenty pounds is in 
general considered a high price for a cheval de 
pays. At any of the great fairs of Pau, Tarbes,. 
Oleron, &c., a very tolerable hackney may be 
procured for twelve or fifteen pounds ; and as 
there are few of the gentlemen known in England 

as horse-dealers, to be met with at these places, it 

< 

is not requisite that the purchaser should be a 
perfect connoisseur in horseflesh, in order to 
avoid being taken in. The peasant, in general, 
brings to market the horse which he wishes to 
dispose of, and the only rule to be observed in 
dealing with him, is invariably to offer him not 
more than one-half of what he demands at first ; 
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for it seems to be an established custom with the 
peasantry, whenever Dieyhave any artide.to sell, 
to ask double its value ; or rather, they expect 
the buyer to offer what he thipks its value, 
instead of their fixing the price thenisdves, and 
then abiding by it. 

There is a great deal of amusement to be had 
at some of the great fiurs, particularly at those 
held in the towns adjoining the Spanish firontier. 
There are then assembled together individuals 
from all parts of the two countries, dressed in 
their various costumes, speaking many 
languages or dialects, and altogeth^ 
in appearance. But the erect, haughty, and in 
general, fine looking men firom the Spanish side 
of the Pyrenees, will invariably be found the most 
interesting class. Some of these men are so very 
remarkable in their appearance, Uiat firequently, 
in the midst of a £sur, and when bargaining for a 
horse I have been elbowedby one of them, my 
attention has been withdrawn from my nH»e 
immediate pursuit to contemplate a nobler crea- 
ture, and to regret that so fine a people as the 
Spanish, should, by bad government and religious 
domination, be reduced to their present deplorable 
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situation,' The Spanish character is, as I have 
before observed, generally misimderstood, and too 
frequently belied. Those who declare them to be 
exclusively a haughty and vindictive people, seem 
to forget that they possess such qualities as grati- 
tude . for benefits, which no time nor change of 
circumstances can efface; and an anxiety to 
make amends, when they have acted or judged 
wrongly, which their eagerness to atone for by 
attentions and kind offices never fails of evincing. 
The Spanish character must not, as is almost 
always the caise, be drawn from the manners and 
conduct of the nobility, in general a degraded 
class, altogether unworthy of their country, and 
as unlike its fine peasantry in personal appear- 
ance as they are inferior to them in the qualities 
of the mind and heart. 

The number of mules exported from France 
to Spain, is immense. Several thousands of 
these animals may be seen at any of the great 
fairs, almost the whole of which are bought for 
the Spanish market. These mules are of various 
sizes and prices, and some of them very beautiful; 
their sires are the nlagnifieent Spanish asseS' 
which are brought into France, The price of 
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these mules* depends: upon their strength and 
size. A pair standing about sixteen hands in 
height, cannot be purchased for less than forty 
or fifty pounds. The females always sell con- 
siderably higher than the males, on account of 
their tractability ; being mudh less obstinate, and 
performing their work more willingly. The 
strength and endurance of these fine animals (one 
or two of which are generally to be seen in the 
team of the heavy roulage, or carrier's carts) is 

prodigious ; but the mules bred in France are 

* 

intended for the Spanish market, and with the 
exception of the above instances, it is only the 
very inferior animals which are retained in the 
country. It is no unfrequent sight to witness 
upon the great road, a Spanish mule merchant, 
mounted on horseback, with fifty or a hundred of 
these animals, tied in pairs, trotting after him. 
The respectability of these Spanish merchants is 
so great, that they are trusted to any amount in 
France. This, considering the disturbed state of 
the country, and that no redress could be had, 
should they violate their engagements, is sufficient 
evidence as to their character. 

There are annual horse-races at Tarbes, and 
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other of the Pyrenean towns, established by the 
government with a view to improving the breeds. 
I went to these races, expecting to find them 
much inferior to the worst cocktail meetings at 
home ; but, on the contrary, I found them won- 
derfiilly good, considering the little knowledge 
which the French have of the science, and the still 
less enthusiasm with which they indulge in it. 
So little do the people of the country care about 
beholding this jsport, that they never, as in 
Sngland, assemble in great numbers to witness 
it; in fact, it is altogether foreign to them. 
Horse-racing and fox-hunting are amusements 
which belong exclusively to England ; the French 
never have distinguished themselves in either, 
and never can. Of their fox-hunting I shall naw 
give an account *. 

The vanity of the French — ^that ruling principle 
m their national character, which leads them to 
estimate every thing produced by their country 
as infinitely superior to every other -— pre- 
vents them from adopting many of the com- 
forts and substantial improvements which 



* It may not be improper to mention, that a part of this chapter 
has already appeared in a periodical. 
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have been the results of experience and wisdom 
in other countries, and also 'from participating in 
the enjoyments of thek more . active and manly 
amusements. France is a large country, and in 
its niany provinces there exists a wide and matked 
difference in the manners, language^ and character 
of the inhabitants, amounting, in many instances; 
almost to a total dissimilarity; but throughout 
them all, this national vanity, this idea of supe- 
riority of intellect, this. self-love and self-flattery, 
is inherent. It flourishes alike in the cold 
regions of the norths and in the more genial 
climate of the south ; it is the one great and all- 
powerful chain which binds opposing parties and 
conflicting interests together, in every instance, 
and upon all occasions, where " La belle' France,'* 
her honour, real or imaginary, is threatened with 
assault. They wUl uphold different political 
parties — they will aim at different forms of 
government — ^they will support a despotism, a 
mixed constitution, or a republic — a Louis 
Philippe, a Henry the fifth, or a Bonaparte — as 
it may suit their wavering and uncertain minds ; 
and each and all of these factions will find, 
among the- throng, partizans to shout the " vive " 
for them ; but let the cry of " Vive la France !" 
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be raised, and, for the moment, all rivalry^ all 
party animosity, will appear to cease; and the 
enthusiastic acclamations which rend the air, will 
tell a tale from whose moral each successive 
power that hsus ruled over the French nation for 
any length of time, has learned to gild the 
chains with which it fettered, the people; 
and, by throwing around its acts the flimsy but 
effectual web of nationality, to unite under it all 
sects and parties, moulding them to its will 
Thus it has been, and thus it will continue. 

The church and the ancient aristocracy of 
France (which, but for their own narrow policy 
and consummate folly, might still have remained) 
are now gone ; and eadi individual who aspires 
to wear the laurel-wreath entwined for him by the 
fickle fancy of the moment, musU if he wishes 
to retain it, bear well in mind the ruling foible 
of the people whom he would govern. Upon 
this as the only resting-plaoe among the shoals 
and whirlpools which surroimd him, threaten- 
ing him each moment with destruction, he must 
lay the foundation of all his actions ; and he 
may, for a long, a very long period, rule over the 
most capricious nation on the face of the globe. 
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But what has all this moralizinjg to do with 
fox-hunting ? Why^ it has more thaii may at 
first appear ; for, although the French do ape usi 
in ntiany matters, still their confounded vanity 
prevents them doing so to the letter ; and, con- 
sequently^ they bungle and destroy, where they 
might, were they less conceited, have, become 
worthy and successful imitators — and so it is iu 
f(kv4mnHnff^ 

The notions which the French have regarding* 
this true English sport, are so very antiquated, 
that they are, in all probability, derived fi'om 
some fox-hunting cavaliers who accompanied 
Charles the Second in his exile; for I imagine 
that it was before, or about that period, that their 
practices existed in England, if they were ever 
known there at any time. 

Long ago, in England — 

" Our squires of old would rouse the day 
To the sound of the bugle horn ; " 

and, upon the same principle which led them to^ 
do so, I suppose the French act in the present 
day ; and no arguments, no expostulations drawn* 
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fjitomH^he praeifiet in tUd lasid of fos-himttBg^ will 
indoiiie tKeih to alter? or improve th^ir mode- of 
gOHi^ to "vi^ork. "Itwnot so in Franoe/' is the 
uwversal aokd •TOhcliisiveattswerrf * tThMS, wiioevei*r 
Wishes to^^go Kencb^fcrx-huftttngi muet'^make up 
hisiiiind ta ttimhie out of bed M^ haU^dst fe^i 
Olrfive^ at the 'latest i Sfaci^d it' rahi while he is 
dressings he wkjf go to bed again^ for, in thxAt^ 
op&»m^ the scent* wilt not lie at all; and should; 
a'sbewer or twa fall in the conrse of thedayi Xh& 
fauhs and ^ mistake?^ comixiftted^ whether On thc^ 
part' of the' huntsman! or the dog^/ aire nN)St> 
knowfilgly laid'to the atjeount- of the 'Weather* 

I have seen one' or two dojgs good^enoi^ 
to have' field'* a^ rbi^sectabte plaee,' even in' an 
£!n^ish pack;- but th^ gei^ndity are good t for 
liothing. Th^ never hunt with what^ we* 
should call e6wage ; but potter about like ' a> 
parceF of pigs in an indian com fidd. Oftea- 
bavel been anused by observing some- of them^ 
when unable to pick up the sccttit, sit down? on 
their hind' quai^^rs, a^d, witii their nosesp in the 
air, eompOsedty " bow-wow ^ away Bfo thef sloes^ 
instead of oldeavobring to recover h, fi^rgetting 
the new ttiaxim of the p6lit«eiaa»''^»fe toL Bui 

VOL. IL L 
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one cannot, considering their training, blame 
them for this. In one particular, I think they 
are superior to our dogs, and that is, that their* 
notes are even more musical ; but this, I be- 
lieve, is owing to the climate— for I have been 
informed that English dogs, after having been 
some time in France, acquire the same melody of 
sound. They are totally dissimilar in appear- 
ance : there is the heavy, strong, muscular 
atiimal, more adapted for a bear-himt ; the long- 
backed, greyhoimd^looking brute ; and a cur, 
something like the . beagle — ^in sweet confusion 
blended. The owner hunts them himself, and 
has a whipper-in, or "piqueur," as they call him, 
mounted; and sometimes another on foot. The' 
hunting party must now be described ; but they 
are sometimes so ludicrous in appearance, so oddly' 
(at least to the eye of an Englishman) attired,, 
mounted, and accoutred, that I fear I may fail in 
conveying a vivid impression of their appearance,' 
which, indeed, beggars all description. To be' 
JTistly appreciated, and sufficiently admired, it 
must be seen. Oh I what a despicable figure the: 
gentlemen of any of our crack hunts would cut 
alongside of these worthies ! Their heads are' 
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crowned with a three-cornered, 'fore-and-aft- 
looking cap of fur, of cloth, or of oil-cloth, with 
huge " fall downs " to cover the ears, and studded 
and illuminated all over with glittering steel 
buttons. A black stock, with a piece of whitish 
linen peeping over it, incloses the throat ; and a 
green, dark brown, or velvet cut-away coat, and 
underneath it a bright crimson waistcoat, adorned 
with chains and clasps, and numberless odds and 
ends, and a broad leathern belt, drawn aroimd 
their waists, dignify the upper man. Light 
coloured inexpressibles, of cloth or worsted cord, 
buttoned at the knee, or tied at the ankle ; the 
enormous jack-boots of the Russian courier, or 
French gen-d'arme ; or an imitation of our own 
hunting-boot, but substituting a polished leather 
top for the one which we prefer ; with a pair of 
spurs> which, in length and size, would mock 
even those of our old moss-troopers— complete a 
costume which is neither to be met with nor 
equalled anywhere, save in France. I have also 
seen French officers turn: out in full uniform, 
sword and altogether ; and ladies with their 
horses' tails elegantly twisted in their cruppers, to 
preserve them from the mud. 

l2 
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. The quality of their horses beings of little con- 
sequence in their style of hiinting, some are 
mounted upon nags of fifteen hands high; otiiiers 
upon what, in the Highlands of Scotland, aie 
called ^ shdti^*' As to th^ saddle, some are 
demi-piques ; some- have, and some have not^ 
cloaks or great coats fastened in froiit or behind, 
either to preserve them from, the weather, oar in 
their seats ; a pair of holsters, (the most sensible 
part of the whole,) one ccmtalning a loaf of bread, 
aaid the other a flask of wine ; -and cruppers— 
Uiat deformity to a horse, withoijt whidi y^ott 
seldom or never see 'a Frehchmam ride. A few of 
the pairty frequently augment these incumbrances 
to Uieir horses, by the addition of a " cutty gun.'' 

Tb^e are .generally tWo horns to a pack, the 
one carried by the owner^ or •a friend, the othet 
by the piqueur. These instnuiaents have a moutii 
of ^t- least a foot eatid^ a^Iialf in diiametet ; \and 
when^not in.usd, aire : aispended: .iii the sd^me 
manner, as our. shotrbelts, .by .thrdsting. the head 
and one aim through the .Centre of their jc6ils« 

1^ the. nei^bouxhood of JPau> there is an 
immensity of the very .finest cover. Both gorse 
and copse, in abundance, perhaps too much; 
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there is, therefore, no lack of foxes. One of the 
most frequent places of rendezvous lor t^Q pack 
which hunt thb part of th^ C»ountry to which I 
particotarly sdlude^ is a ^laca called the Bois de 
Pau. It is aTwoodjjconfeisting of perhaps a couple 
of himdred acres^ feut tip aiid - intercepted in all 
directions by" wide alleys and avenues^ ^he 
French hftve no' idea <>f a "run/' their chief 
object being to accoiitplish what we call " mol^- 
bitfg in cover ;^* and this, to ^ye them justice, 
tliey do set a^oiit ifi Jt Dpipst J^usi^essi•like inapn^jr. 
The dogs are .tbirown ip ;a" comesr of this large 
wood, and instanliy Jth? hunters, like "jknpwipg " 
old sportsmen In pheasant ftr i^oodpocjt sho<j4iHg, 
gallop off to the different c^nifigs tP g^4 tt^etn, 
and prevent Beynard^ ^hojdld h^^ be ii^^lined to 
break cover, and, if possible, to head him badi: 
into the wodds^; ^t the 'same time, neve^ failing, 
if they have a gun^ to salute him with a shot-^ A 
fo± is generally- fouxrd here, aftd after having 
been perhaps twenty or thirty times fired ':at aijd 
wounded, he is, "in a short period, either laao^t 
barbarously killed, of run to ground* Sceflfl,fifer- 
ing up and down the alleys, or upoiji th& road» 
and bawling and shouting, afford gre^l; ittnuse- 
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ment to the hunters ; but of leaping, or going 
across the country, they are guiltless. The shots 
are frequently as likely to take effect upon some 
of the party as upon the ill-used fox ; and one 
day, a cantonnier, at work upon the road, was all 
but struck by a ball fired in the wood. 

Sometimes, when they run a fox to groxmd^ 
they unearth him, and turn him out on some 
other day. Upon one occasion^ they thus ac- 
quired as fine a fox as I ever saw ; and we (the 
English) had some hopes of having a good day's 
sport with him. There is some very pretty 
coxmtry for riding across in the valley to the 
south-west of Pau, abounding in fences, but none 
of a very difl&cult nature; and we urged the 
master of the hounds to unbag him there; l^ut 
our entreaties could not overcome their insur- 
mountable objection to leaping, and the master 
resolved to turn him loose in the same place 
where he was found — their fevourite haunt, the 
Bois de Pau. This fox was a fine catch tor 
them ; but not satisfied with admiring each 
other's feats of noisy brawl and hardy daring in 
the field, they were determined that the fair sex 
should have an opportunity of admiring their 
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.achievements. But, as all this took place during 
the carnival — -the dancing and quadrilling period 
of the year among the French — ^it was some tim^ 
before a day occurred upou; which the ladies, 
sufficiently refreshed by a night's rest, could 
accompany their cavaliers to the chase. Thus the 
period of the imprisonment of this unfortunate 
victim, was lengthened out beyond the fortnight; 
diuring which time he was fed high, and put out 
of wind. 

Secure of jSinding a fox, and their gallantry for- 
bidding them to disturb the ladies at po early an 
hour as their usual time pf starting, eleven o'clock 
was the hour fixed upon, and the everlasting 
wood the place of rendezvous. A friend and 
myself were among the last of leaving Pau, 
to join in the feats of this eventful day ; and, in 
crossing the extensive hndes which separate th^ 
town from the wood, we overtook the individual 
who, in a basket upon his head, was conveying 
the fox. Of course, we were much disgusted at 
. the mode of proceeding, and I voted for upsetting 
the basket, and giving Reynard his liberty, at 
least a couple of miles from the wood, as h^ 
xnight, perhaps, take an opposite direction to 
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it, &bd tke hounds bemg^ brought and laid upon 
the scesnt, we,> in all. piiobability, would £oit 
once see something to bring ' home to our -recol- 
lection. * But my sagacious plan was ovenukd, 
and the man abd his )>urden were allowed to 
proceed in the even tenor ^f their way. 

Upon arriving at the -wood, we found' <he 
assembled host, on ^^dread^ tiioughts intent/' 
waiting anxiotUBly for the coming of the objectof 
all their hopes and wishes. We pleaded hard 
-that twenty Off' thirty minutes* law should be ^ven 
^hinu But no;- the hounds- were to be 'idUpped 
4ipon him 'the moment that he ^stBixted. The 
^Asket was set down,.and thelid lifted; when I 
observed that the fox was attached, by a chain, to 
the intude, ^ which would somewhat have d^^anged 
my plan of upsetting the basket upcm the laiides,) 
and he was sd fiercer that • they could hardly untie 
it. 'To accomplish this, they let him get half 
way out of the btoket, ahd then squeezing the lid 
down upon him, they, with lesiS danger from his 
teeth, managed, after having, I have no^ doubt, 
broken at least two or three of his ribs, to give 
him his freedom. 

But, to my astonishment, they had resolved to 
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niake a dandy of him ; and for that purpose^ had 
adorned his neck with a huge collar, with loads 
ol small bells attached to it. This was liorrid ! 
In fact, he only wanted the tea-canister to his tail» 
to cosiiplete his costume. The chain being un« 
loosed, he went off in, great style, his bells jingling 
Hike those of a posthorse ; . and, be&re he had 
made a hundred yards, away went the dogs after 
bxai. Na aooner imd the dogs started, than all 
ibe French party galloped off, not after them, but 
before them, leaving tl^em to hunt m the best 
Vi^umBi they could; forgetting, or unconscious, 
ihat the most beautiful and most tnteikcfual part 
.of . a .fo:8:-hunt, . is jthat, when the dogs, either 
having jnet. with a check,, display their sagacity 
Bad, tact* in recovering what the French call the 
*'.qu^^l and having succeeded, send forth the 
ixeaxi>«tirring ^d joyous no>tes which te^ us of 
the &ct ; ..or when» with their heads no longer at 
'the earth, they sky along, breast high, causing 
the.woods to ring again, and seeming to repeat 
the words of the old song — 



" Follow who caa— oh, then ! eh, then ! 



»i 
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Breaking from the patch of wood to which he 
had made at firsts he was headed, in the next 
alley, into another division; and thus it conti* 
nued, for about twenty minutes, out of one 
square into another ; until, at last, being driven 
into a comer and mobbed, he was either killed 
by the dogs, or frightened to death by the hub- 
bub. I think the latter must have been the 
cause of his death ; for, when I came up to the 
spot, I found him seemingly uninjured by the 
dogs : but at all events, he was, as the triers in 
the streets say, ** most barbarously murdered." 
The body was then tied upon the pummel of the 
master's saddle, his head dangling upon one side, 
and his brush upon the other ; so that passengers 
on either side of the road, or damsels gazing from 
the windows of the street, might not be deprived 
of a sight of the glorious trophy, nor ignorant 
of the prowess by which it had been acquired. 

This was what the French call " une grand 
:chasse.'' As only one half of the wood had been 
distmrbed, the remainder was " drawn " for another 
fox : but without success. The owner of the pack, 
upon this, observed to me, " that it was no use 
drawing any more covers, as there had been rain in 
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the morning." I thought of the ** Fox and the 
Grapes," and said that, in England, frequently, the 
very best runs took place on rainy days ; and, not 
only was such the case, but I had more than once 
had my red coat made white with snow upon 
days on which I had seen very fair sport. ** Man 
Dim ! mats c^est tout a fait different en France^ 

The hounds of Tarbes are much better, and 
the owner takes considerable interest in them. 
He has a court-yard behind his house, along one 
side of which is a double range of berths, each 
large enough for two dogs, and in which his 
hounds are kept exceedingly dry and clean. M. 
Dupont, the proprietor, who is a very polite 
person, frequently invites the English at^ Pau to 
come and have a few days' himting with him ; 
and, what is rather unusual for a Frenchman, he 
never fails to give them one or two most excellent 
dinners. 

Wolf and hare hunting are his favourite amuse- 
ments; for, although to oblige us he would 
sometimes hunt a fox, still he is averse to it ; as 
he thinks that the scent of the fox being so much 
ranker than that of the wolf, it spoils the do^ for 
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the latter sport. I was not so fortunate as to be 
preseilt at a wolf-hunt with his hounds. 

The wolves are frequently driven down from 
the mountains by the anpw, and take refuge in 
the woods of the low country ; and ;the peasants, 
.when they sjbo thei^ there, inform M. Dupont of 
their presence. The wdf is a more difficult cus- 
tomer to deal with than the fox. He is hsurdly 
^ver killed by being fairly run down by the dogs. 
Very few instances of wolves being so killed are 
Jmown; althouglht runs of this kind have been 
known to last a day ^d a night — ^the dogs fol- 
lowing the same wdf for that length of time. 
On t)iis account, the hunters alw^^ys endeavour tp 
wound or cripple him, so as to put him upon a 
more equal fdodng with the dogs ; and^ accord- 
ingly, every one, upon such occasions, is armed. 
fSven when woxuided, the wolf, if he is a strong 
one, will hold on for three or four hours ;; diuring 
which time, both dogs and hor^^, if their riders 
will follow, will Have had enough of it. Oh! 
that I could see a first-rate pack of English dogs 
laid upon a wolfs track! It would, indeed, be a 
sight worth seemg. He would find an enemy 



1 
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worth contending With ; one that would not per- 
mit hiioa, — as is frequently the case,— when 
having gained u^h his ^utsU^rs, and' aWare of 
his sujferiority over them, to rest himself com- 
posedly imtil they (5ome up, and' then start o£f, as 
&st and as fresh as ever; buti thaf'would hang 
heavy on his heels, nbf quit hi^ until their 
stren^h failed theni, or they had him' it their 
fangs. It would he $t glorious sij^t ! 

But, to return to M. Dupont's houndS. Afraid 
that we should not:get Out of bed earl/ enough, 
M. Dupont had ordered his piqheur t6 come to 
our hotel about four in the Aiominfe and " blow 
us up" with his great horn. About five, th6 
master and his hounds, and a'' party of French 
gentlemen arrived, and we, being all ready, joined 
them. There were symptoms of rain ; and, in 
the dusk of the niornihg, each of our companions 
being enveloped in a waterproof cloak, or great 
coat, the asi^emblage lck)ked more like a detach- 
ment of monks going to a fiuieral than a party of 
jbvial hxmters. Our master, of the hounds, a most 
enormoiis man, could not, with jack-boots, great 
coat, blunderbuss, holsters and all, ride under one 
and twenty stone. He Was mounted upon a sSxoll 
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chestnut mare, with legs like those of an elephant, 
and it was amazing to see how she moved imder 
the prodigious weight she carried. 

In hare-hunting, they have a tolerably good 
reason for disturbing one's sleep so 'early in the 
morning. There are (as every peasant carries a 
gun, and every man and boy in the whole country 
spend half their time in shooting) very few hares, 
and, consequently, the difficulty of finding them 
in their forms is very great. To obviate this, 
they endeavour either to come upon puss when 
she is actually feeding ; or, if too late for that, 
skirting all the spots where she has been likely 
to do so, to come upon her scent, and track her 
to her form. This is a very good plan, if pursued 
soon after she has been feeding, but it will not do 
any length of time after she has gone ; and, of 
coiurse, if a hare is not found before eight or nine 
in the morning, she will not, in all probability, be 
found at all. Hare-hxmting is not worth describ- 
ing, because every body knows what it is, and 
few people care for it. But the scene which tool^ 
place upon our return home was too laughable to 
be passed over. 

Before entering the town, we were requested 
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to ride in a body; and the day having become 
fine, great coats and cloaks were all doffed, 
and strapped to the saddle-bows. Our com- 
panions, of whom during the day we had seen ^ 
nothing but their faces, were now transformed 
into exquisites of the first water: and so com- 
pletely indeed had they protected themselves- 
from the rain and mud, that they looked more as: 
if they had just finished their toilet than been 
exposed to the annoyances of ploughed fields and 
splashing roads. As for us, we resembled a* 
parcel of half drowned rats, who would willingly 
have sneaked into their holes to avoid the vulgar 
gaze which the presence of such gay cavaliers 
could not fail to attract ; but, as we were told 
that our leaving the troop might be thought dis- 
respectful to the master, we courageously faced 
the approaching exhibition. There are, — as I 
observed before, — generally, two of these abomi- 
nable French horns in a hunting party, the one 
carried by the piqueur, the other by the master, 
or a friend. M. Dupont's nephew was the bearer 
of this — ^to the ears of a sportsman — ^most dis- 
agreeable instrument ; and he rode at the head of 
the party : while the piqueur, with the dogs and 
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the other horn, birought tip th6 rear. In this 
niiaDner, we rode intb (ke town ' of Tarbes, cw* 
leader fasilting at eadh tnm oV \^mdtog' of dieT 
streets, aiid sounding thB'*' Tamita'* for a"tew 
second}^; after fae had been ansikfered b;|^'the 
piqneur; with the' other' homV from the rfear, he 
moved oi' again, thus giving wattiSiig of cfiit 
approach, and affording bH the inhabitants plenty* 
of tihie to come to their windows, ancT adn&ire 
us. Gtad wef e we^ when the neigfabonirhGod - of 
our hotel permitted us to escape. 
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,&pefstitions of the Bearnais, and Haute Pyrenean Peasantiy-^ 
Remnants of Ancient Mythology — Zeal in celebrating their 
Religious Ceremonies — Pilgrimages — Disregard of the Decrees 
which abolished Religion — Character of the Inhabitants of 
Beahi — Ancient Laws of the^ Country— Dislike of the deW 
Laws of Division-^ Various Superstitions of the Mountaineers- 
Ceremonies at their Marriages — Superstitions of the Roussillon 
Peasantry — Celebration of the Mysteries — Processions of the 
Fla);ellans — Processions of the Seniaine Sa&ite — Poetry aiiA 
Music of the Pyrenees. 

In the Pyrenean departments, — ^Into whose 
mountain districts civilization progresses with 
but slow and tardy steps, — ^the ms^nners and cus^ 
toms of the people are but little altered irom 
what they Were centuries ago. In the neigh* 
bourhood» indeed^ of the watering-places, thd 
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tastes and the habits of the peasantry are fast 
changing; and there, the greed of gain drying 
up the springs of their native kindliness and 
generosity, the stranger is only welcomed ac- 
cording to the price which he can pay for his 
entertainment. But, away from these emporia 
of deini-Parisien vice, the Pyrenean peasantry 
still retain their pristine simplicity, religious 
feelings, and hospitality. In the humble cabin 
of the shepherd will be found many traces of the 
olden times; and, in the superstitions of its 
inhabitants, remnants of the mythology of the 
earliest periods, mingled with the fables and 
customs of the middle ages ; and, left in a great 
degree stationary, although in the vicinity of 
civilization, they have 'preserved their virtues, 
their customs, and their traditions. 

Excepting in a few valleys, in the mountains 
of the Basque country, where Protestantism pre- 
vails, the inhabitants of the Pyrenees are Roman 
Catholics. No people are more attached to their 
sacred rites ; and they solemnize, with zeal, the 
^eat reli^ous festivals, and practise with much 
t»re the lesser observances of their creed. If, 
Hckiring a mafket, during the labours of the fielci^ 
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in the midst of the most animated rejoicings^ of * 
of their favourite dances, the bell of the neigh- 
bouring hamlet announces the hour of prayer, the 
traveller stops, the labourer abandons his spade ^ 
or his plough, the rejoicings, the dances cease, 
and every one kneeling down, they oflFer up their, 
prayers. 

Threatened by the tempest, the- sailor from the 
shores of Aquitaine, Languedoc, or Provence, 
turns his thoughts to his village altars, and im- 
plores the Virgin to intercede for him, and restore 
him to his parents, or his wife and children. The 
most pompous of the Catholic ceremonies delight 
the people of the Pyrenees, and the longest and 
most fatiguing pilgrimages are made in order to 
be present at them. I have already taken notice 
of the "Fete de la Vierge" held at Bethstfam, 
whose chapel and Cahaire are the most celebrated 
throughout Guienne, and to which the peasantry 
of Beam and Bigorre, upon the eighth of Sep- 
tember, may be seen to the number of many 
thousands, wending their way. I have also no- 
ticed the pilgrimageis to the lonely chapel in the 
wild valley of Heas, and those to St. Bertrand, 
which last are not only attended by the^ inhabit-. 
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abts bf the surrounding country, but by hundreds 
from the Spanish valleys. 

The inhabitants of the Pyrenees, favoured by 
their situation, and their distance from the metro- 
polis, and induced by their religious zeal, paid 
little regard to the decrees of the Revolutionists 
forbidding the observance of religion throughout 
the empire; but, comparativdy safe from perse- 
cution in their mountain fastnesses, supported 
their pastors in their religious administration, and 
bade defiance to the authority of the commis- 
sioners sent to shut up their chiurches, and punish 
them for their contumacy. 

The character of the Beamais peasantry is 
exceedingly well portrayed by M. du Mege. 
He says — '* Les Beamais ont un caractere qui 
rassemble a celui des peuples qui les environnent : 
ils sont en general fins, dissimul^s, mefians, inter- 
esses, envieux, irascibles, et jaloux de leur liberte. 
C*est im peuple spirituel, propre a tout ce qiu 
demande de Tintelligence et de la souple^se, et 
dans lequel on rema^rque un air de fiert6, de civi- 
lisation et de politesse, qu'on ne voit point 
ailleurs. Dans les vallees, il a Tesp'it plus deli6, 
et un physique plus robuste ; il tient a sa religion^ 
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sans etre fanatique ni intolerant, Le deploy e- 
ment de la puissance 1' etonne peu ; mais il est 
naturellement soumis aux loix. Son orgueil et 
son irascibilite le portent facilement a la ven- 
geance; mais, contenu par la crainte de la 
fletrissure et de la perte de son bien, il fait eclater 
sou ressentiment par le^ moyens judiciares^ 
Lorsqu' il est vaincu, il est plus humilie du, 
triomphe de son adversaire, que sensible au dom- 
mage qu* il eprouve: nuUe partie du Departe-* 
ment ne donne autant d'occupation aux tribunaux^ 

^^ Les moeurs des Beamais sont douces, meme 
celles des habitans des montagnes, lesquels» forcei^ 
par les neiges de descendre, et de passer 1 'hiver 
avec leurs troupeaux dans le plat pays, s'y por 
licent, et perdent leur rudesse naturelle. Harement 
de$ crimes atroces deshonorent les habitans de 
cette contree : les rixes des cabarets, la violatioa 
des reglemens ruraux et forestiers, y sont les 
d^lits les plus fr^quens.'' 

There are many causes which have contributed 
to form the character of this interesting people. 
Their ancient constitution was singularly favouij- 
able to liberty, compared to that of the people ^f 
the interior^ The early division of the soil ren-» 
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dered neaxly the whole of the population labour- 
mg proprietors; and, bven now-a-days there is 
scarcely any one who cultivates another's land ; 
and, in almost every instance where additional 
labourers are required by the proprietors of the 
larger vineyards, the individuals employed are 
the Spaniards, from the frontier provinces who 
emigrate to FrJance in search of work. No won- 
der that the Beamais peasantry are a joyous race, 
and the burdens of life hang lightly upon their 
shoulders ; they are the cultivators of their owii 
land, and they know that th^ alone will reap its 
fruits. 

The order of succession established by the 
ancient laws of the country, and which perpe^ 
tuated the comfort of the families, by preserving 
their paternal acres, although limited, secured to 
the industrious cultivator a competence, and pre- 
served his independence. The climate also influ- 
ences in a great degree the character of the 
Beamais; its mildness aids him in his labours, 
while its steadiness, giving him confidence that 
they will be repaid^ renders him cheerfiil and 
contented. 

The laws of Beam, remarkable for thar wis- 
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dom, founded upon the respect of persons and of 
property, contain many maxims of the purest 
morality. They were very favourable to paternal 
authority. They obliged a son, living in com- 
fort, to maintain his father, if he was poor. They 
desired a father to settle in marriage his daughters, 
in preference to his sons, and dispensed with his 
endowing a chUd who had wandered from the 
paths of virtue. They reprobated idleness as the 
mother of vice, and they punished very severely 
those who were guilty of perjury, deceit, usury, 
theft, and other crimes. There is also a law 
which does much honour to the Beamais; it 
regards the great respect paid to females in 
child-bed. They prohibited any seizure being 
made in a house during their confinement, and 
until ten days after the birth of their children. 
No nation was more aware of the truth of the 
maxim, that good laws insure good manners. 

Each individual was at full liberty to dispose 
of those goods which he had himself acquired ; 
but lands acquired by succession were unalien- 
able but by the third generation. They could 
not be sold without the authority of the judge, 
and but from absolute necessity, and even theii 
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only the fourth part could be sold. The right of 
primogeniture was in full force ; but, at the same 
time, there were certain provisions for the younger 
children^ The natural effect of this arrangement 
was, that the eldest son, aware of the rights of his 
brothers and sisters, and that, in the absence of 
funds to pay their portions, the burden would 
fall upon the estate to which he would succeed^ 
wrought hard during the lifetime of his father, 
and savefd money to pay off the &mily provisions. 
These provisions enabled the females to contract 
suitable marriages with heirs of a fortune almost 
equal to that of their brother. The younger sons, 
on the other hand, married heiresses, who brought 
to them not only their provisions, but the sums 
which their father or brother had given them, to 
induce them to work at home until their mar- 
riage. These provisions generally consisted of a 
certain number of cattle bred among the herds of 
their father or brother. 

Such were the ancient laws of the country ; to 
which the inhabitants are still so very much 
^.ttached, that, in general, the fathers, by means 
of fictitious sales, convey the property to their 
eldest sons ; and, m a great number of families. 
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the younger sons never avail themselves of the 
advantages bestowed upon them by the hew laws 
of division. In the Basque country, in parti- 
cular, the peasant preserves, with a sort of reli- 
gious veneration, the patrimony of his &thers. 

The successive political revcdutions have riot 
effaced the superstitions and customs of the early 
ages. The fountains, the lakes, the rivers^ are 
still in some degree the objects of veneration to 
the inhabitants of these provinces, who throw 
into their waters pieces of silver, of food, and of 
raiment. 

On the eve of St. John, they wash with the dew 
their eyes, or other parts of their bodies, weakened 
by infirmities ; and those who have any disease 
of the skin, roll themselves among the heaps of 
com wet with it. 

They bestow the name of Lowp^arou on a 
most changeable spirit who appears in various 
forms, sometimes as a dog, remarkable for its 
whiteness, at the spot where four roads meet; 
sometimes dragging chains^ the echo of which ^i 
heard at great distances. 

" Do you wish for the riches of this world ? " 
say the Bearnais, " pay your homage to the fairy 
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who lesides in a cavern beneath the oak of 
Escout: there deposit a purse^ invoke the Qa^ 
preme Arbiter of your destinies, and retire. Re^ 
turn in a few hours afterwards, and you will find 
your purse full of gold and silver/* They even 
point out persons who have acquired their for- 
tunes in this manner. 

They are also acquainted with the ceremonies 
practised by the Druids, in regard to certain 
plants. If an in&nt is attacked by a fever, his 
burse, believing that medical aid will be fruit- 
less, invokes a stalk of wild mint as the divinity 
who can succour her; to it she makes an 
<)ff6ring of bread covered with salt, and> ad<^ 
dressing it in rhyme, repeats the ceremony 
nine times* The plant dies; and' the child is 
cured. 

They also bdieve, that, by carrying certain 
saored jdants about ■ them, they are preserved 
from every evil- 

. Fennel is, among the Beamais, the plant Whose 
kindly influence is a protection against evil 
spirits. I recollect a peasant pointing out to me 
a variegated leaf, the spots upon which he de- 
clared had been caused by some drops of th^ 



THE PYRENEES. I7I 

Virgin's milk which hdd been spilt Up^ them 
while suckling our Saviour. 

Sarrante is consecrated to the Virgin; the 
faithful who go there to offer up their devotions, 
bring back a piece 6f the rock. The same custom 
is common in the valley of Heas^ Wher^ each 
pilgrim carries • away a fragment of the " Caillou 
d' Araye.'^ 

They draw inferences, liicky or imlucky, from 
the songs and flights of birds, Or the howling of 
dogs. 

When they hear the cry of the. 8<Mreech-owl 
they fear a misfortune ; the peasants then throw 
salt into the fire to prevent the a;ceomplishment of 
the threatened evil. 

If a magpie while chattering looks at you, or 
turns towards your habitation, you ought to hopd 
for something lueky; but, if it cross^ your 
path, or flies to your left hand, it predicts evil. 

The number thirteen is unlucky. There are 
persons who will not sit down to a tiBkble with 
thirteen guests. The number three is lucky* 

At the entrance to the valley d' Aspe nmy be 
seen a large conical ^tone ; 'Mes. fisDomes vent y 



172 A SUMMER IN 

frotter leur vehtre, quand elles scmt firappe^s de 
sterilite." • 

The birth of a child is the occasion of many 
ceremonies. The moment it is bom they throw 
^out of the window com, or pieces of money ; 
and» when the infant is carried to the baptismal 
fount, they place upon him a morsel of bread, 
which is given to the first person they meet. 

When a marriage takes place, the companions 
of the bridegroom are called danzdous, the 
friends of the bride donzelles. The bride is con* 
ducted with great pomp to the house of her 
husband, generally preceded by a lamb adorned 
with streamers; and nuptial songs are sung. 
The procession dtops at a little distance from the 
house of the husband, and a party is sent forward 
to treat with the &ther*-in*law* Soon after, the 
procession moves on, and arrives at its destination. 
The nuptial songs are redoubled; com and other 
fruits — ^tokens of abundance— are thrown in at 
the windows ; the doors are opened, and, in the 
midst of joyous shouts, the wedding-cake, carried 
by the friends of the husband, is divided among 
therelations and friends of the bride. 
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In some parts of the Hautes Pyrenees there 
exist confused recollections of the fables of the 
middle ages. The fairies, HadoSf strange beings, 
called also sometimes, lets Blanquettes^ occupy a 
conspicuous place in the popular .superstitions* 
The peasant believes that they are ' sometimes 
seen dancing by the mystenous light of the moon^ 
sometimes upon the summits of the mountains, 
sometimes upon the ancient towers, or in the 
verdant meadows. Flowers spring up virhere 
their feet have pressed the sward ; they increase 
or diminish the stbrms at their will ; and shower 
down benefits upon those who render them 
sincere homage. Some of them inhabit the 
interior of the Pic de Bergons, and change, in an 
instant, into the finest thread the flax which has 
berai left at the entrance of thm solitary abode* 
In the valley of Barousse (the least known, per* 
haps, of all the Pyrenean valleys) during the 
ni^t which precedes the first day of the year, 
the fiubries rater the houses of their devotees. 
They bring hapjnness in their li^ hand, in the 
fijrm of an infimt crowned with flowefs, and mis- 
fiMtnne in their kft, rqveeented by another 
infiuit, who weeps. The peasantry have been 
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carefiil te prepare in a dean and empty chamber, 
the repast which they wish to offer their guests. 
A white cloth covers the table upon which is 
placed a loaf, a knife, a jug of water, or of wine, 
with a cup and a candle in the midst. They 
believe that those who offer the best food» may 
hope to have tibeir herds increased, their harvests 
abundant, and that marriage will crown their 
dearest hopes ; but those who fail in these atten- 
tions to the fairies^ and who neglect to make pre^ 
paratipns worthy of the spirits who come to visit 
them, may expect the greatest misfortunes; fire 
will consiune their dwellings, wild animals devour 
their flocks, hail will destroy their harvests, or 
thedr in&nts die in the cradle. Upon the first 
day of the year, the father, the eldest person, or 
the master of each house, takes the bread which 
has been offered to the &iries, breaks it, and after 
having dipped it in the water or the wine, eon* 
tained in the. jug, distributes it among the 
family, and also among the servants ; after this^ 
they wish each othor a good year, ' and break-^' 
fafift upon the bread. 

The peasantry on the banks of the Garohne^ 
suppose, .that the inundations of the river arei 
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occasioned by wicked spirits bathing in it« 
springs ; and blame them as the cause of the 
rains and thunder-storms. When the late but 
abundant harvests of the valleys are suddenly 
destroyed, /' Homme Noir, an evil genius, is peeii 
hovering upon the summit of a neighbouring 
peak, shaking from his immense wings the hail- 
stones which have blighted the labourer's hopes. 

When a flower is seen to bloom among barren 
rocks, in places destitute of all other vegetation, 
it is in general thought a certain omen of an 
^abundant harvest throughout the country. When 
a tree spreads its branches over the roof of a 
house, it is believed to predict all kinds of misr 
fortunes to its inhabitants ; that the sons will die 
in distant lands; that the mother will not find 
comfort in her daughters; and the father, for- 
saken by his children, and abandoned by his 
friends, will live to old age in wretchedness and 
poverty. 

Many omens are drawn firom flowers. When a 
rose is left alone upon its thorny stalk, and when 

it bends towards a house, it predicts the death of 

« 

one of the inhabitants. 

There are many curious ceremonies to be wit*f 
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tiessed at marriages and births. In the commune 
of Massat the bride breaks away from the pro- 
cession conducting her to her husband's abode^ 
and flies for refiige to a house which her com- 
panions, armed with swords, undertake to defend 
(these ^rls are called espaseros, from the weapons 
w^hich they carry) ; soon after, the companions of 
the bridegroom, armed in the same manner, come 
^and besiege the house, and after a suitable 
resistance, the espaseras yield, and the besiegers 
carry oflF the bride in triumph. 

But one of the most beautiful sights to be 
beheld in the south, is the illumination which 
takes place on the eve of St. John. Every 
height is then crowned with fires; himdreds of 
them may Ije seen at the same instant, and Ihe 
whole coimtry appears in one blaze of light. 

The mountaineers, as I have mentioned in a 
former chapter, pay great respect to the fountains; 
they even make offerings to them ; and, in some 
districts, when the snows have melted, they 
assemble at the first appearance of the morning 
star, and climbing to the top of a . hill, place 
themselves in a circle, and wait in silence for the 
rising of the i\m ; as soon as it has appeared^ the 



THE PYRENEES. 177 

most aged of the group begins to pray, while the 
others attend in silence. After having prayed^ 
the shepherds allot the pasturages and cabins, 
and separating, form their colonies ; each colony 
elects its chief, (a dignity invariably bestowed 
upon hoary locks,) who bears the name of le pdre, 
ie vieua;; then the chiefs, assembling together, 
swear to love God, to render assistance to travel- 
lers and wanderers, and to offer them milk and 
fire, and the use of their cloaks and cabins : to 
reverence the fountains, and to take care of the 
flocks. 

The superstitious observances which I have 
now related, are but a tithe of those which exist 
in the central and western departments of the 
Pyrenees. In Roussillon, where the people are 
entirely Roman Catholics, and far more Spanish 
than French in their manners and character, the 
remnants of the old religious ceremonies and 
sacred rites are more frequent in their occurrence, 
and more perfect in their observance. The most 
interesting and remarkable of these ceremonies are 
the dramatic representations, called Mysteries; 
and which, practised very generally throughout 
Eiurope at one period, and now succeeded by our 
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modem diama» are still esctant in Rdussillon and 
part of Spain. These religious theatricals are 
performed in the language of the department 
The legend of the patron saint, to which the 
parish church is dedicated, usually forms the 
subject of the piece ; at other times it is taken 
from the Bible. Za Presa dd HorU (the capture 
in the garden,) is one of the most common ; the 
play begins with the creation, and concludes with 
the death of our Saviour. The costumes of the 
actors are most ridiculous, and it is by no means 
uncommon to see a black-bearded man performr 
ing one of the female characters. The theatre is 
generally raised in the ffMe^ and in character and 
comf(Nrts very much resembles those of our 
strolling players. Planks resting upon chairs, 
tables, or benches, form the seats for the vulgar 
audience ; while the aristocracy of the places at 
the es^nse of a few sous^ are accommodated with 
seats upon a higher platform. M. Henry gives a 
curious description of these Roussillqn theatricals, 
in his observations upon the Mystere de Saints 
JBasiUce, et de Sainte Juiien ; he represents to us 
the Saint Felicio dressed in a coat of changing 
colours above an embroidered vest of such length 
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as netoly to cover his thighs, with white silk 
stockings, gold buckles, and his hair powdered ; 
which, says M.. Henry, ^^ sous la main du perru«« 
quier, avoient pris un certain air de frisure, 
etoient l^gerement oouverts de poudre; je dis 
l^g^rement, et ce n' est pas sans intention, 
puisque ce fut par convenance que le coiffeur n'en 
mit pas davantage ; en effet, quelqu' un lui ayant 
demande pourquoi il ne poudrait pas complete- 
ment Felicio, il lui repondit d'un air capable : Ne 
voyez-vous pas que c'est un Remain f Notre 
Romain, done, en p^re noble, et en habit gorge 
de pigeon, n' avoit pas oubli6 la canne a pomme 
d' or, et il en faisait im usage fort indiscret, car il 
ne manquait pas d' en frapper le plancher a la fin 
de chaque h^mutiche ; en sorte que toutes les fois 
qu*il se trouvait en sc^ne avec le pere de Sainte 
Basilice et V oncle de Saint Julien, qui en avoient 
aussi chacun ime, leur declamation etoit accom^^ 
pa^ee d'un certain bruit cadenc6, qui ne resem- 
blait pas mal a celui que font les forgerons/' 

^* Felicia, la fi^nme de Fdicio dans la piece, et 
son gendre hor$ de la, $toit un gros gaillard de 
cinq pieds cmq a six pouces, d'une robuste corr 
puleace, et d'ua teint bran fortement proponc4: 
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son costume consistait en una robe de damask 
jaune a grands ramages, de celles que portaient 
nos grand meres, ayant la queue, non pas retrous- 
sfee par les coins, passee a travers Touverture de^ 
poches, mais pendante, car la taille du personage 
m* empeche de la dire traSnante. Son col etait 
emboit6 dans une colerette a grands canons, et sur 
sa poitrine velue brillait une longue chatne d'or ; 
des pendeloques a la Catalane^ c' est-a-dire, des- 
cendant jusqu' aux epaules, t^riaient a ses oreilles^ 
et ses cheveux frises, et copieusement poudres, 
malgre sa qualite de Romaine, etaient surmontes 
d*un diademe de carton convert de papier dore. 
Pour adoucir le teint de sa peau, on avait charge 
ses joues d'une forte couche de rouge de cinabar, 
en sorte que Tensemble etait d'un effet difficile a 
imager." 

Before the Revolution, there were annual pro* 
cessions, the members of which were called 
fagdlanSi from the manner in which they beat 
themiselves ; half naked, and covered with blood, 
they ran about the streets, lacerating their bodies 
with whips, or cords with small bullets or pieces 
of iron attached to them. Towards the end of 
the last century the clergy and magistrates of the 
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jprovince wished to abolish these over-zealous 
^exhibitions ; but the force of custom prevailing, 
these processions were, after a short time, again 
renewed. In the early times of the Revolution, 
when the links of society were broken, and all 
authority disregarded, these frantic. scenes were 
renewed to an excess which had never before 
been witnessed ; mimheTS of flageNans took a part 
in all the processions ; and what was still more 
extraordinary, each company of the National 
Guards had its own particular flayeHan, who 
followed his comrades in uniform, with his taper in 
his hand. The dress of the flageHan consisted of 
fine white cloth, with flounces trimmed with black 
ribbon or lace; a large opening was left at the 
-back of this dress, ornamented with gay ribbons; 
and a huge hood, four or five feet in height, was 
kept upright upon the head by a cone of paste- 
board ; upon the feet were worn white sandals 
embroidered with black, and in the right hand 
the /a^^/2a92 held a whip formed of little cords, at 
the extremities of which were attached: small 
pieces of iron or sharp-pointed silver stars, at 
each stroke of which the blood sprung from the 
body of the penitent. To make the blood flow 
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plentifblly, care was taken to rab with warm 
towels the parts whidi were to be struck, in 
order to heat the skin, and draw the bk)od 
towardff it ' Slight punctures were then made 
with the point of a la^ieet, do that the wounds, 
when struck, might bleed abundantly. 
' There is one other dngular ceremony in Rous- 
sillon, which is practised during the last two 
nights of the Semmhe'Sainiei which considerably 
astonishes strangers. Processions are formed <^ 
numbers of men dressed in Mack gowns, tucked 
up with a white cotton cord, to which is attached 
an enormous rosary, with hoods on their heads 
like those of the flageUans; each of these. peni- 
tents carries a taper, and they are arranged in two 
files, which the regidars, or masters of the cenO' 
monies keep in order. . In front of the procession 
is borne a banner of blade damadc, fringed with 
silver, and surmounted by a crosb ; two smaller 
banners, also blacky are carried, upon which are 
represented the various symbols of the Pas3ian; 
and at intervals, figures nearly as large as life, 
emblematical of the sufferings of our Saviour. 
Ih the centre of the lin6s of penitents, are 
children, also clad in black, and bearing little 
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bdnners of silk embroid^ed in silver. To these 

■ 

are added a Roxnian centurion, accompanied by 
his sdldiers (called estqfermes in Catalan) sup- 
porting a standard with the four letters S. P. Q. R. 
{ Senatus Populus que Bomanus ) embroidered 
upon it ; and the priests of the different churches 
in their surplices, carrying tapers ; this extraor- 
dinary assemblage is rendered still more grotesque 
by having players on bassoons among their ranks, 
and four or fire violin players following the 
priests. Some idea of the procession upon the 
first night may be formed from this description. 

Upon the second, they carry a cross of such 
large dimensions and great weight, that in ord^ 
to preserve its equilibrium, they are obliged to 
walk very slow. The privilege of carrying this 
crucifix is eagerly contested ; he who obtains this 
honour, must needs be of more than ordinary 
strength, or he will very soon resign it; the 
smallest stumble is sufficient to throw the cross 
from its equilibrium, and in falUng, wound those 
ih its nei^bourhood. Upon this occasion, they 
also carry the tomb of Jesus Christ, upon the 
upper part of which, the Saviour is represented 
as d«d, and lying in a bed, the coverlet of which 
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is generally of crimson velvet, enriched witti 
tassels and fringes of gold ; the sheets are com- 
posed of the finest linen, and the pillows trimmed 
with lace. Formerly the ornaments of these 
processions were of Gothic workmanship, now 
they are entirely clumged, and modem taste has 
introduced the designs of the different objects 
displayed in these nocturnal exhibitions. 

These ceremonies, although somewhat gro- 
tesque, are still exceedingly striking to one who 
for the first time beholds them. The slow march 
of the extraordinarily dressed groups, indistinctly 
seen by the light of the tapers, and a few torches 
which accompany them, the dark masses of the 
spectators, and the waving branches of cypress 
which they carry, render the spectacle sufficiently 
Imposing. 

The mountains have generally been the asylum 
of the Muses ; and nowhere have they been more 
favourably received than in the Pyrenees. Each 
district can boast of its native poets, and its 
peculiar songs, many of them remarkable for their 
beautiful simplicity and depth of feeling. Cradled 
among scenes of the wildest beauty, within hear- 
ing of the avalanches, the whooping of the oagles, 
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Gud the roaring cataracts, it would be strange 
indeed, if the imagination of those so situated 
were not excited, and poetry did not flourish, 
where nature has done so much to engender it. 
The productions of the Pyrenean shepherds, far 
less known than they merit, have proved their 
country to have been a 

*' Meet nurse for a poetic child," 

and that while watching their flocks during the 
heats of the day, and the silence of the night, 
they have not been insiensible to the objects around 
them — ^but in the solitude of the lonely cabin, 
they could give vent to their feelings in strains 
full of passion and tenderness. The subjects of 
their lays are most frequently the faithlessness of 
their mistresses, the love of their country, the 
death of one of their flocks, or other simple, but 
to them affecting incidents. These give birth to 
their effusions, which, although often irregular in 
their style, are not the less beautiful and interest- 
ing ; and they only require a man of genius — a 
Walter Scott — ^well read in the traditionary lore of 
the mountains, to collect and arrange them, in 
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order to render them most aceeptaUe to the 
public. 

The airs of the Pyreneeij are not less remarkable 
for their beauty than fot their spirit. Many cele- 
brated composers have acquired &me, and in the 
theatres^ of th^ capital been applauded as the 
authors of airs of Pyrenean origin. Garat, the 
famous singer, in particular, had often recourse to 
the music of Roussillon to charm his auditors ; but, 
well aware that in France, nothing would be 
acceptable without a foreign recommendation, he 
had the precaution to set Italian words to the 
music which he received from Perpignan; md 
those airs were then admired at Paris as the pro- 
duction of the virtuosos of Milan, of Rome, or of 
Naples, whose author had died unknown among 
the Pyrene&i. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

Valley of the Neiss-^-Its great Beauty— Source of the Neiss-^Val- 
ley d'Ossau^Marble Pillars in the Church of Bielle, and Anec- 
dote of Henri IV. — Laruns — Route to Eaux Bonnes — Village of 
Eaux Bonnes, and Mineral Springs— llts Environs — Hunters of 

^ the Valley d'Ossau — Fine Appearance and gopd (%aracter of 
. its Peasantry-^Best Period for Hunting in the Pyrenees — Izard 
and Bear Hunting — Narrow Escape of a Friend on a Hunting 
Excursion— Unsatisfactory Pursuit of a Bear and Cubs— tFonda> 
" le p^re des Chasseurs de la Vailed d'Ossau ** — Appearance and 
character of the Man — Stalking of an Izard — Results— Driving 
of a Herd of Izards — Result — Presence of Mind of Pyrenean 
Hunters — Numerous H^ds of Izards--. Valley of Sousouel — Con* 
struction of a Hut — Arrival of our Provisions — Fonda's Adven- 
tures, and Death-bed Scene of his Fatliar. 

The beautiful little valley of the Neiss open6 
immediately to the south of the town of Pau, and 
along the banks of its stream is the road to the 
watering-places of the Eaux Bonnes and the 
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Eaux Chaudes. Of all the valleys in this district, 
that of the Neiss is the largest ; its scenery of 
woody dells and vine-clad hills is the most pleas- 
ing and varied ; and the gorgeous views of the 
mountains, which are seen from many parts of it, 
the most striking and interesting. Leaving the 
village of Juran9on on the right, — ^where, imder 
the shade of the great oak-trees which separate it 
from the road, the ever joyous Beamais peasantry 
may he seen ** tripping it lightly ^ upon Sundays 
and holidays, — ^the road crosses the bridge over 
the Neiss, and enters the valley. 

The road for the first few miles is so perfectly 
straight, and bordered by Lombardy poplars of 
prodigious height, that it appears to be an avenue 
of most imposing grandeur, of which the termi- 
nation is the gigantic forked peak of the Pic du 
Midi d' . Ossau ; which, conspicuous by its situa- 
tion, and its peculiarity of form, is among the 
many objects which here draw the attention of 
the stranger, that of the most absorbing interest. 
Here the most extreme fertility prevails ; Indian 
com, the staple produce of the soil of Beam, 
flourishes in the fields by the river-side ; chateaux 
and farm-houses, surrounded by their vineyards 
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and copses, hang upon the low hills which skirt 
the valley; and hundreds of little valleys, or 
rather glens, stretching away upon both sides, in 
whose secluded nooks the white-washed cottages 
of the peasant proprietor, half-hid among their 
fruit trees and vines, seem placed so as to over- 
look his little domain, add greatly to the rich- 
looking and delightful appearance of the valley. 
A few miles beyond the village of Gan, the 
valley narrows so much as to leave scarce suffi- 
cient space for the river and the road, and 
assumes the character of what in the Highlands 
of Scotland, would be called a pass ; the resem- 
blance to which is much increased by the quantity 
of heath which on every side displays its purple 
flowers. 

At the village of Rebenac, the road again 
crosses the river, and begins to ascend the ridge 
which separates the valley of the Neiss from the 
valley d^ Ossau. Before arriving at the summit 
may be seen the source of the Neiss, which, like 
• many other rivers of the Pyrenees, bursts forth 
at once into a considerable stream from a cavern 
in the limestone rock. After crossing this ridge» 
the road winds along the banks of the Cava 
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d'Ossau. The green and wooded hills c^ the 
Basque country are seen bounding to the west the 
rich plains of Arudy ; and» at the picturesque 
little village of Louvie, we enter the valley 
d'Ossau, and become' enclosed among the moun-^ 
tains which on either side hem in the valley. 
Here, as in the valleys of th^ Lavedail, the 
excellence of the climate permits the inhabitants 
of the mountains to cultivate their little patches 
of grain, at elevations where, in other countries, 
the heath or the fir would scarcely be able to 
struggle with the blasts; and villages, hamlets, 
and solitary chapels, are scattered among the 
slopes and shelves of the mountsdns. 

In this valley^ there are quarries of white 
marble, which, in early times, were wrought to a 
great extent. ' In the church of the village of 
Bielle, the altar is surmounted by four columns 
of the native marble. These colunms were es« 
teemed so highly by Henry IV. that, when 
adorning his chapel of the Louvre, he sent to 
request > the inhabitants to present them to him. 
The answer returned to his Majesty was some- 
what sii]\gular. *^ Sire,'' said they, *^ you are the 
master of our hearts and of our fortunes ; but. 
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with regard to the columns of the temple, they 
belong to God : demand them from Him," 

At Laruns, the roads to the Eaux Boimes and 
the Eaux Chaudes separate ; the former fol^^ 
lowmg the windings of the stream called the 
Valentine; the latter, ascending the mountain 
to the magnificent pass of the Hourat. 

The road to the Eaux Bonnes has only within 
late years become safe and practicable for car- 
riages of every description. Like that to Luz and 
Bareges, its formation has been a work of great 

m 

labour and expense, turning and winding along 
the banks and precipices, sometimes embowered 
in wood, sometimes scooped out of the soUd rock, 
or built along its ledges, where the river may be 
seeiit tossing through its rocky channel hundreds 
of feet below, or dashing over the numerous 
cascades in which its course abounds* 

Of the village of Eaiux Bonnes no traces are 
visible imtil we ate dose upon it ; and the fine 
Toad which we are passing along, at every bend 
of which we expect to see the houses of the 
watering-place, becomes gradually so labyrinthed 
among the surrounding and overhanging precis 
pices and mountains, that we begin to despair of 
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the existence of any' habitable dwelling-places 
and imagine ourselves winding our way into the 
heart of the Pyrenean range^ when a turn round 
a projecting crag discloses the little basin in 
which the houses and baths of the Eaux Bonnes 
are built. A more picturesque or extraordinary 
situation cannot be imagined than that of this 
watering-place ; it is, as it were, engulfed among 
the mountains, whose precipices in many places 
form a part of the walls of its houses, and in 
others have been blasted in order to gain suffi- 
cient space to erect them. 

The mineral waters are held in great estima- 
tion ; and numbers annually arrive from all parts 
of France who hope to benefit by their medicinal 
properties, which first acquired their fame from 
the cures which they effected upon the woimded 
of the Beamais soldiers whom Henri d' Albret 
led to the battle of Pavia. At that period, the 
waters were styled les Eaux des Arquebusades. 

So hemmed in and inclosed, Eaux Bonnes, to 
the unfortunate who comes thither for the re- 
covery of his health, must be a dreary place of 
sojourn, even in fine weather ; in bad, I should 
thmk, ahnost insupportable : while, to those who 
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have "only amusement to entice them to its seclu*- 
5ioh, and whose constitution will permit them to 
seek for health among the wild moimtain scenery 
•in its neighbourhood, — • where the izard (the 
chaiiiois of the Pyrene6s) abounds, and the bear 
is' hot unfrequ^ntly to be met with,*^ — it will, 
on the contrary, prove most attractive* Thus 
it was with myself, during the period when I 
resided in the vicinity of. Pau ; and the Eaux 
Bonnes was the head-quarters from which most 
of my shooting excursions in the Pyrenees were 
imdertaken. 

The chasseurs of the valley d'Ossau are justly 
considered among the most active and hardy 
in the' mountains ; and retain (with the few 
exceptions which the influx of strangers has 
<)ccasioned) their native simplicity of manners and 
honesty of character. ■ In appearance, there is no 
other valley of the Pyrenees whose inhabitants 
can compete with them ; indeed, both the men 
and women of the valley d'Ossau are remarkable 
for the regularity of their features and handsome 
persons, which their original and most picturesque 
looking costumes render still more striking ; and 
so kind and obli^g, and free from prejudice are 

VOL. II. o 
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they, that the Viranderer in their mountains is not 
tmly certain of being well recdved by them, but 
the shelter of their cabin, and a share of their 
humble fare he will invariably have proffered to 
him, and his acceptance esteemed b; favour. The 
cursory observer, who may have been cheated by 
some of the idle individuals who, at the various 
watering-places, are ever on the alert to impose 
upon the credulity of visitors, would sadly mistake 
the character of the Pyrenean peasantry, were 
lie to suppose that such conduct is general ; on 
the contrary, the more I have mixed among them 
the better I have liked them, and the higher has 
ttiy opinion of them risen. 

The early part of the season, and before the 
SBows have so completely melted as to permit the 
sheep and cattle to return to the high pastures, is 
the most favourable period for hunting the izard 
and bear. The haunts of those animals are then 
undisturbed by the shepherds and their dogs ; 
the izards are most frequently found in h^ds, 
and are less timorous, while there still remains ^ 
sufficient quantity of snow to enable the hunters, 
by tracking the footsteps of the bear, ta discover 
his retreats* 
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' Aware of this aid vantage of being early in the 
mountains, I repaired to the Eaxut Bonnes towards 
the end of April ; but the rainy weather, which 
afterwards prevailed through the summer of 
1835, precluding the possibility of hunting, I was 
forced, after waiting in vain for its cessation, to 
return to the low country, In TVIay I returned 
again to the Eaux Bonnes. 

^^ ^w ^^ ^H 

One morning, after several days of unsuccessful 
hunting, which, in defiance of the rain and still 
toore annoying mist which had almost constantly 
enshrouded the mountains, our eagerness to bring 
home an izard or bear had led us to undertake, 
the rattling qf pebbles upon my bedroom window 
intimated that the hunters whom I had in ^y 
employ were underneath it. I was out of bed in 
to instant, and although so dark that I could 
scarcely distinguish the. figures of my friends ; 
still the first streaks of daylight shining above the 
mountains revealed the summits of the Pic de 
Gers, which since my return to Eaux Bonnei^ had 
been invisible. A few minutes suflSced for ou^ 
preparations, and myself and two hunters were on 
our way up the mountain-side. 

o 2 
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Hitherto we had gone out in parties^ and the 
hunters acquainted with the passes by which the 
izards crossed from one summit to another, having 
posted one of us at each of them, made a sweep 
round the mountain, and endeavoured to drive 
the fleet little animals towards us. This is a 
savage style of hunting, and like all battues will 
not be relished by any one who entertains liberal 
opinions vj^Ti sylvan warfare. Upon this occa- 
sion, we were to endeavour to come upon the 
izards by stealth and cunning, the usual mode 
adopted by the Pyrenean hunters; or in other 
words, staJk them, as we do red deer in the Scot- 
tish Highlands. 

The. appearance of the morning was most 
favourable ; not a speck of the mist was to be 
discovered, which had, with little interruption, 
hung upon the mountains for weeks, and whose 
presence had not only spoilt our sport, but upon 
more than one occasion had nearly proved fatal to 
some of our party *. 

* Upon one occasion in which a par^ of us were upon the flank 
of the Pic de Gers» the mist became so intense that it'was impossi- 
ble to see a few yards in advance pf us. I and a friend, (who will 
not soon forget the drcumstance,) had accompanied one of the 
hunters to a favourite izard pass high up the mountains^ when the 
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Excepting in the very early part of the season^ 
the mountains in the vicinity of the watering-places 
are so frequently ^Ao^ onoer^ that the izards desert 
them for the more solitary districts ; and accordingly 
passing through the gorges of Balourd, and along 
the naked flanks of the Pic de Gers, we proceeded 



mist increasing veij much, it was deemed prudent to descend as 
rapidly as possible. This we endeavoured to accomplish, but 
among the turns and windings of the path, our guide mistook the 
route which we ought to have followed, and we found ourselves 
irougfit up at the foot of a perpendicular wall of rock,' by a sheet of 
half ice, half snow, which but a few degrees removed in steepness 
from the rock above, sloped down the mountain-side, and right 
across the path which we were pursuing. 

These patches of snow, especially when their outer coating has 
become hardened, and will not yield to the pressure of the foot, are 
most difficult to pass ; and the many slips and falls which we had 
already had in crossing them where a roll in the snow was all the 
evil to be apprehended, made us dislike the appearance of the pre^ 
sent wreath — so very much steeper than any which we had ventured 
to traverse, particularly as, should any of us chance to slip in the 
attempt, the h.ist prevented us having any idea of the character of 
the descent we should make. The wreath might terminate at the edge 
of a precipice, among a mass of fallen rocks, or in a snow-plain ; 
but to us, who could only see a few yards down it, and could not 
explore its resting place except by descending it in a style which 
we would rather avoid, its nature was a matter of surmise. 

We could not think of retracing our steps, we should have only 
bewildered ourselves among the rocks and snows which we had 
passed, and lost ourselves entirely. Accordingly I ventured upon 
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towards the little valley of Sousouel, into whose 
lonely, pastures the flocks and herds had not, sk 
yet, found their way. Although so far adyanced: 
in the season, there was still a great quantity of snow* 
remaining upon the mountains ; and in the higher 
regions, if it had not been for the hot sun whicb 



the wreath, my £riend and the hunter watching my success. A 
staff of any kind would have been <^ great assistance ; in lieu of it^ 
I was most unwillingly obliged to substitute my rifle, and £o drive 
its barrel deep into the snow, to enable me to cling to my slippery 
path, which I crossed in safety. The breadth of the wreath could 
not exceed twenty paces ; yet when I turned to look back, I could 
not distinguish the individuals who were upon the opposite side^ 
My friend followed, adopting the same precautions which I had 
done, hilt with less success ; for just as his figure became visible to 
me, he slipped, and going down the glassy surface like a shot, dis- 
appeared in an instant. I never shall forget the sensation which I 
experienced at the sight, although it was but of momentary dura- 
tioA ; for a ciy at no great distance below intimated that he was 
safe. Crawling dowir the edge of the wreath I reached the place 
where a sexier portion of snow had slightly yielded to his weighty- 
and «nded his fearful course. H6 was still only half way across ;: 
but after resting for a minute or two to recover himself, he again 
started, and passed the wreath in safety. The hunter, after some 
deliberation, .crossed where I had done, and afler wandering abooC 
for some time in the mist, we gained the lower valleys without 
farther accident. 

I had the curiosity, some days after this event, and when, the 
weather had improved, to ascend the mountains for the purpose of 
searching for the spot where it had occurred, and discovering what 
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beat upon our heads^ we might have 8uppo$^ 
that it was the month of January, from the wintry 
appearance of every thing around us. The snow 
was every where impressed with the traces of 
herds of izards, and we could frequently observe 
the deeply printed footmarks of the bear ; in some 
places, where he had passed alone ; in others, 
where a dam had been accompanied by her cubs. 
One of the latter tracks seemed so very fresh that 
we immediately set off at a brisk trot along it, and 
had followed it for several miles with apparent 
chance of success, when one of the hunters 
descried the objects of our pursuit at such a 
distance, traversing the steeps of the mountain 
above us, as completely to destroy our hopes of 



would have been the result had my friend continued in his course 
dpwn the snow wreath. After some little trouble, I found the 
place, and had it not been that the traces of our footsteps Wlere 
quite fresh, I should have doubted the possibility of our having 
taken the route which we did. I mentioned that the wreath com- 
menced at the foot of a perpendicular wall x)f rock ; I now dis* 
covered that its resting place was a sloping terrace, which separated 
the foot of one precipice from the summit of another of fearful 
height ; and that the spot where my friend had been enabled to stop 
himself^ was within a very few yards of its edge, over which, but 
for the providential circumstance of on^ part of the snow being a 
little softer than another, he must have been dashed to pieces. 
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overtaking them* We watched them mitil they 
disappeared among the rocks, and then turned on 
our former course, regretting deeply that we had 
not crossed their path but one short half hour 
sooner. Shortly after, we met a shepherd whd 
was returning from Sousouel, where he had been 
to examine the state of the pastures, and from 
him we learned that the flocks would be on 
their way to it on the following morning ; and the 
more pleasing intelligence, that he had seen many 
izards in the valley. 

Upon receiving this information regarding the 
appearance of the flocks on the morrow, the con- 
sequence of which would* be the flight of the 
izards to the higher summits, we determined not 
to return to the Eaux Bonnes that evening, but 
passing the night under shelter of a pine, or in a 
shepherd's hut, if the winter storms had left any of 
them standing, to have another day*s hunting. 
This being decided upon, one of the hunters was 
dispatched to the Eaux Chaudes (the nearest 
village) to procure an additional supply of provi- 
sions ; for in our hurry in the morning, we had 
overlooked the probability of our being absent for 
a couple of days. 
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The want of this man might have greatly 
inconvenienced ns ; for in the event of our dis- 
covering a herd of izards in a situation where it 
was impossible to approach them, it would then 
be necessary to drive them, and one man is not 
always able to do this. But, as good fortune 
would have it, he was scarcely out of sight ere we 
encoimtered another hunter, whose presence (for 
he at once agreed to join in our expedition) far 
more than compensated to us for his absence. 
Our new comrade was no less a personage than 
Fonda, ** le pere des chasseurs de la valle6 
d'Ossau;'* and he well deserved the high title 
which had been conferred upon him. Every 
peasant who carries a gun aspires to the honour 
of being a chasseur ; but it is only when the 
stranger who would enjoy the wild sports of the 
Pyrenees has the good fortune to meet with such 
a character as Fonda, that he can thoroughly 
appreciate the merits of a genuine hunter, and 
imbibe from him the necessary qualities of coolness, 
cunning, and hardihood, to render him successftd. 

Fonda is a native of Laruns, and was, when I 
met him, sixty-six years old, and had from boy- 
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hood been ^: hero of the wilds. He can boast, 
of a descent more illustrious than many of the 
great ones Of the earth ; for he cap . trace his 
destent in a direct \ line from heroefe who, like 
Inmself, had roamed in freedom among nature's 
grandest works*; imfettered by the trammels of 
what is styled civilized society, but bound by the 
stronger ties resultmg from, simplicity and . kind* 
Ikiess of heart. He was, when we met him, 
following the traces of the , b^s, and intended 
remaining out for several days in pursuit of th^n^ 
The appearance of the man who would thus 
Singly search for, and encounter an animal of 
such strength and, when attacked, of such fiercer 
ness,aB the Pyrenean bear, deserves description* 
Somewhat above the middle size, he has the high 
features, the dark eyes, the flowing hair, and 
muscular proportions, which characterize the 
inhabitants of the valley d'Ossau. Exposure 
to. the storms of* heaven, and the scanty fare with 
which he contents himself, have given him a look 
of even greater age than sixty-six ; and, to a 
(^ual obsejcver^ Fonda would appear a person 
ill-adapted fijr ; hig profession. Bq ^ upon a little 



THE PYRENEES. 203 

scmtiny, it will be discovered thiat it has neither 
been ill-health nor poverty which has withered 
the flesh upon his cheeks^ and stamp^d the. 
marks ' of age upoix his couiitenance ; the de- 
velopment of the muscles, the cl^ar and fiery^ 
exptesi^on of the eyes, and the elasticity of the 
step, declare that Fonda is still a manjof strength^* 
if not of youth, and capiable of enduring the 
exertbns and fatigues of his pursuits. 

In a pocket reseihbliiig the Highland sporran^ 
he carried his balls, powder, and other articles 
for his gun; and, in a small knapsack, a spare 
shirt, a pair of spartillas, (to enable him to crosa 
the slippery ledges of rock,) and the few pounds 
of bread which constituted his stock of provisi(XDt» 
for some days. Previous to meeting him, I had 
been remarking to one of the hunters upon the 
extreme length of his gun-barrel ; but that 
which Fonda- carried astonished me still more^ 
Excepting the articles which our gunsmiths are 
in the habit of putting up as signs at their shop-* 
wiiidows, I had never seen any thing resembling 
them. Above two centuries ago, there was a 
forge in the vicinity of Arudy, and there all the 
barrels of this description were made. They are 
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smooth, and, although so very long, are exceed-*^ 
ingly light, and have three or four sights along 
the barrel, not xmlike those upon our rifles. 

I asked Fonda how long it was since he had 
first possessed his gun ; and he told me, that 
it had been the gun of his father, grandfather^ 
and all his ancestors, since the period when it 
was manufactured- As a curiosity, it was a 
tempting one, and I offered him a sum for it 
which would have bought him a couple of new 
ones. It was a cruel offer to make a poor man^ 
but it was rejected at once. The man and hia 
gun were in keeping. Fonda, with a modern gun, 
would have appeared as ridiculous as the Gfothic 
cathedral of Auch with its new Grecian columns ; 
and it is not unlikely, that had he parted 
with his gun, and missed a few shots at first with 
the new one, that he would have thought it a 
punishment for having sold the heir-loom of hisr 
family ; and, giving up his usual sports in dis-^ 
gust, died of a broken heart. 

As soon as we entered the valley of Sousouel, 
we began to look eagerly for the izards which 
the shepherd told us he had seen. The track 
which the cattle and sheep have to pass, in order 



THE PYRENEES. 205 

to get to the valley, winds along a ledge of the 
mountain considerably above it. On a sudden^ 
the youngest of my companions laid his hand 
upon my shoulder, and drawing me towards the 
edge of the precipice along which he was 
walking, whispered to me to look over. Imme- 
diately below me, at the distance of six or seven 
hundred feet, was the little river, of Sousouel, 
swollen into a torrent by the melting of the 
snows, and upon a rock by the edge of it, like a 
seal on the sea-shore, lay a solitary izard, basking 
in the sunshine. 

We instantly drew back, to consider how we 
were to get within shot of him. This was soon 
decided upon ; and, after one more stealthy 
glance over the precipice, to satisfy ourselves 
that we had not disturbed him, we left the spot. 
When started, the izard would at once make for 
the moimtains, and Fonda pointed out the path 
which he would take. We had to cross it in 
our descent, and it had been proposed that one 
of us should remain near it, to intercept him, 
should he escape from the other two, who were 
to approach him mider shelter of the rocks below; 
hxxi Fonda, tossing a lichen into the air, declared 



206 A SUMMER IN 

that the wind was un&vdurable for the pass, and 
that it would be useless to leave any one hear it, 
«*--so. extremely sensitive are the izards. 

Our descent was extremely difficult, in many 
places very dangerous ; but I was too eager upon 
the sport to waste a thought upon the subject 
We were creeping down the sdieep in line ; Pierre 
led the way, I followed, and Fonda came last^ 
when, passing over a ledge of .loose stones, one 
of thent gave way imder me, and I slipped and 
fell. I did not go far» but the stone rolled on, 
and I believed that all hopes of our shooting this 
izard were fled. Fiexfe saw the danger, and, 
regardless of the injury which he might sustain, 
deliberately laid his shouldar to the ground, to 
check the progress of the piece of rock. I dared 
not even whisper my thanks, nor ask hiim if he 
was hurt, so cautious was it necessary to be, and 
we kept our march in silence. We were still 
about a hundred €md fifty yards fr<mi the bottom, 
when we found that we could descend no further, 
for, from the edge of the narrow shelf which we 
had reached, the precipice became too perpen- 
dicular to permit of our clinging to it 

I crawled ^bng the ledge to a bend of the 
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rock from' where we thought we ndight perceive 
the izard, and looking over, was upon the 
point of uttering an exclamation - of disappmnt- 
ment, ' when I saw a block of ^tone • which I 
^rapposed was that upon which I had first ' seen 
the izard, tenantless. I had mistaken the rock, 
for the izard was still there, dozing in fancied 
wcurity . I had in my hand a double-barrelled gun, 
loaded with swfein shot, and Pierre was carrying 
my tifle. Forgetting what I wa6 about, I ffired 
one shot at him as he lay, andaseo6nd as he 
isiarted from the rock. Both the hunters fired 
•Bbout the same time, and the izard ^stood within 
a few paces of the rode from Which he had 
bounded, perfectly unharmed, gazing*^ around 
him, and Wondering where the noise came 
from Which had disturbed his slumbers. It 
was but for a moment ; ' for he ascended the 
mountain directly towards Where we were ; 
he had not observed us, and took his accus- 
tomed path. I -seized my rifle, and doffped at 
him, as he passed withiil a *&w ytods of me, and 
— missed. I tell this story of my own defeat upon 
the first occasion in whidi I had a chance of 
being successful in izard hunting, . as a waniing 



SOS A SUMMER IV 

to Others wlio may be placed in a like situation^ 
to behave more coolly than T did. Had L taken 
my rifle at first, I might have shot him as he lay 
npon the rock below ; or, at all events, I could 
not have failed to have done so by reserving my 
-double-barrelled gun until he passed me. Izards, 
when shot at, do not scamper off like other 
animals, but when they have proceeded a few 
hundred yards, stop, and look back upon those 
who have frightened them ; thus it was with this 
fine old chamois, and he was almost within rifle- 
shot when he turned to gaze at us. I certainly 
'COuld not distinguish the expression of his 
countenance, but I dare say it was that of scorn 
and derision. 

Retracing our steps, we ascended the moun- 
tain, and, skirting along its side, entered one of 
the lateral valleys which branch off from that of 
Sousouel in the direction of Cauteret^. I now 
began to appreciate the merits of izard hunting, 
as pursued by the mountaineers, and to feel no 
wonder at their enthusiastic attachment to the 
sports The side of the mountain, although very 
steep, was yet broken into a succession of small 
gorges, ©r water-courses, whose hollows (the 



. THE PYRENEES. 209 

fb.vourite haunts of the izards) we had to examme 
most attentively, peering cautiously ove^^ th^ 
heights, ere we daired to descend into any of 
them. In this manner, many la mile, which, but 
for the constant excitement we were in, would 
otherwise have been felt fatiguiiig^ was passed 
over, and we had not hithierto been able to get 
within shot of the watiehful and suspicious little 
animals which we were in pursuit of, and whose 
heads we could frequently perceive disappearing 
over the crest of one ridge, as we mounted 
another. 

It was now wearing late in the day, and I had 
almost begun to despair of retrieving the bad 
fortune of. the morning, when Pierre descried an 
izard at rest among thd rocks, a considerable 
distance in advance of us. Down We were on 
our faces in a moment ; upon a further examina- 
tion, it was discovered that there was a herd, and 
that the izard which had been first observed, was 
the sentinel on guard for the troop. To our 
«orrow^ he had chosen a niost admirable position 
for the purpose, for he had stationed himself 
upon a projecting ledge of rock, from which he 
could gaze above, below, and around hSm, &r 
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beyond gun-shot. We were now nearly at the 
head of the valley, and more than half-way up 
the mountain-side. The herd were in front of us, 
but we could not advance a step without putting 
them to flight, neither could we approach nearer 
to where they were, either by ascending or de- 
scending the mountain; so that, to me, they 
appeared to be completely out of danger from us. 
My companions were of a different opinion, and 
very soon decided upon the course which was to 
be taken. 

The spot upon which we lay overlooked a passi 
by which the izards ascended the mountains from 
their feediiig-ground in the plains below; and 
here it was determined that I should remain, 
while the two hunters (endeavoured to drive the 
herd along it. Pierre, making a circuit of several 
miles round the shoulder of the mountain which 
we had already passed, was then to cross by its 
summit to the upper end of the valley^ and, 
descending by a deep ravine, place the herd 
between iis ; while Fonda, retrograding until he 
could reach the plain unobserved; was afterwards 
to approach to them 'as nearly as his could : so 
that, when Pierre should start them, he might 
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be enabled to intercept them^ should they attempt 
to cross the valley^ 

After they had left me, a slight haze which 
hung in the ravine cleared away,, and I could 
distinctly see the herd, in groups of three or four 
together, feeding, or amusing themselves in the 
neighbourhood of their guard, in perfect security, 
confiding in his giving them timely notice of any 
dstfiger which threatened them. In a short time, 
I could descry Fonda far below me, making 
towards the herd, sometimes by crouching on his 
.hands and knees, sometimes by walking, as the 
inequalities of the surface permitted him, until 
he at length got near enough to them to effect 
liis purpose. 

It was three o'clock when we discovered this 
herd, and at half-past five Pierre had not as yet 
made his appearance. During this period I had 
been lying upon a patch of heath, well moistened 
by the melting of a snow-wreath which half 
encircled it ; and, as may be supposed, was not 
only be^ning to feel rather cold, but slight 
^jrmptoms of a shivering fit were coming pn, 
which would very sooi> have so unsteadied my 
hand, that I<;ould not have taken an aim with 

p 2 
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any certainty; but a pull at my brandy-flagk 
gave me temporary relief; and before its good 
effects had worn off, I could see Pierre a long 
way a-head of the troop. Down he came slowly 
and cautiously towards them. Then it was that 
I became afraid they should discover him 
too soon, and take to the mountains by a nearer 
path than that by which we hoped to make them 
pass ; but a cat cannot hunt her prey with more 
dexterity than the hunters of the Pyrenees do the 
izards, and Pierre succeeded in this instance. 
When he thought that he had got near enough to 
the troop to effect his object, he uttered the shrill 
cry peculiar only to the mountaineers, and rushed 
forwards to where they were. As had been con- 
templated, the izards, Upon hearing the noise 
made by Pierre above them, made off for the 
plain below. There, however, they could not go, 
for Fonda lay directly in their path, and he, 
anxious to drive them back, did not wait untU 
the herd came so near him aS' to render it pos- 
sible that they might pass by him when he 
showed himself, but started from his hiding-place 
and fired. The izards, confounded, halted for a 
moment, undecided where to go. It was still in 
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their power to make for the mountains,- by a path 
too distant for me to harm them, and to my vexa- 
tion, they started for it* Pierre was, however, too 
knowing for them ; he had, from the first, been 
awsHre of this chance, and the. instant that he had 
roused the troop, he made direet for this path, in 
the hope of cutting off their retreat by it. But 
they were too fleet for him, and before he could 
reach it, they were "going the pace" along it. 
He had still another "string to his bow;'' — • 
another shout, and the discharge of his gun stag- 
gered them in their flight, and decided the day 
in our favoiu". They started off again, but the 
herd did not keep together ; two of them took the 
path towards me, while the remainder held on 
their original course, and passing Pierre, were 
out of danger. Onwards the two came, bounding 
from crag to crag^ and I had but time to decide 
upon the spot where I should fire at them, ere 
they had reached it. A Ip w short whistle from 
me stopped , them in their flight, my rifle-ball 
«ped.true, the foremost rolled down the steep, 
and its companion went off to join the troop upon 
the moimtains. 

On our return to the spot whei'e we had pro- 
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jV:)sed to jwiss the night, an incident occuffed 
which suflBciently indicates th^ presence of mifld 
Evinced by the mountaineers, when placed in 
hazardous situations. The old chasseur was pass- 
ing along a very steep face of rock, so steep that 
he had been obliged to exchange his leathern 
shoes for his spartillas, when an immense 
piece of rock, detached from the heights above, 
came bounding down the mountain side, directly 
towards him. T, who was higher up the moun- 
tain, and a considerable distance behind him, 
afraid that he might not observe the stone until it 
tnight be too late to get out of its way, shouted to 
^ve him warning, but I was too far off, and the 
falling mass was already within a hundred paces 
of him. Fortunately he could hear it boimdmg 
from the rocks in its descent, so that, aware what 
he had to expect, he prepared himself for the 
event. He remained stationary, gazing in the 
direction that the stone was descending; and 
when I thought that it must have crushed him, 
so very near had it approached to him, with the 
assistance of the long staff which he carried he 
sprang to one side, and the rock passed over the 
spot upon which he hiad stood. 
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In the early season, when the snows are melt- 
ing, or after heavy rains, these falling rocks con- 
stitute one of the most serious dangers to which 
the hunters are exposed. 

The herds of izards were now beginning to 
come down the moimtains to feed ; and, on our 
way to Sousouel, we saw several very large herds. 
In crossing over a little knoll, we came in sight 
of a sheep-fold of the preceding year, in and 
around which the largest herd we had seen, in- 
duced, by the luxuriance of the herbage, had 
quartered themselves. They soon saw us, for we 
could jiot approach them undiscovered, and as 
they scampered up the hill, we counted sixty- 
two, old and yoimg together. 

Upon our arrival at the bottom of the valley, 
we foimd that our messenger Sot food had not 
returned, but that a shepherd's family, ,whose 
flock were coming over the mountains on the fol- 
lowing day, had already constructed a covering 
of a few boards, under which to pass the night, 
and -had Jighted a huge pile of .wood. We were 
not long in erecting a similar .shed, for the boards 
and planks which had be^n in use the preceding 
summer, lay scattered around; and having lit 
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acnother fire^ we wanted HOthiBg but the r^tuni of 
our caterer- to feel perfectly satisfied with out 
situation. 

The pastures of the little valley of SousouS 
are exceedingly rich; and during th^ period 
when the flocks and heids» and the many families 
who are engaged in making the cheese for which 
the valley d'Ossau is famous, are assembled in 
it, it is teeming with life; and the nd^^ 
bouring woods, and the mountains, which rise 
from four to six thousand feet above the beautiful 
green sward of its sur&ee, resound with the merry 
choruses and the shrill calls of the peasantry. 

It was after ten o^clock, and we had begun to 
prepare our couch of the soft twigs of the box 
plant, and had made up our minds to go to bed 
supperless, despairing • of the. arrival of our mes* 
senger, wh^i the wild mountain cry, which rose 
above the noise of- the rushing, stream, came most 
welccHue to . our ears. Kerre returned the cry, 
and, in a short time, guided by the soimd, and 
the blaze of the fires, the absent hunter, and his 
well stored basket, made their appearance. 

Durmg the evening, Fonda related many of 
his adventures, and hair-breadth 'scapes in the 
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inoiintaihs';'but as these anecdotes properly be- 
long to a chapter of a third volume, which may 
or may not, according to circmhstances, find its 
way into the hands of the demky and throu^ 
them into those bi the public, I shall conclude 
this chapter with the death-bed scene of this fine 
old himter's father. 

Like Fonda himself, he had been the unflinch- 
ing and determined enemy of the beasts of the 
forest ; and, for more than half a century, had 
been the most successful hunter of the district; 
and of bears alone, then far more numerous than 
they are now, he had killed no fewer than ninety- 
nine*. When upon his death-bed, and after he 
had received absolution of his sins, he observed 
to the priest, that he had still one heavy cause of 
uneasiness and regret upon his mmd. "What 
can that be?" said the cure, "you have con- 
ducted yourself honourably in your transactions 
with your fellow men, and you die in the true 



"^ The high rewards given by the communes, and the Prefet of 
the department, to the destroyer of a bear, and the great price for 
which the skin of the animtd sells, have been the cause why so few 
are now to be met with in the Pyrenees. 
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'^th, and pardoned for your sins, which have not 
been very heinous/' " What you say is very true,** 
answered the dying man, ** but would that I had 
killed my hundredth bear !" 



CHAPTER XXir. 

Expedition to Eaux Chaudes in Winter — Pass of La Hourat— Its- 
dangerous Character-^Hotels ,of the Pyrenees in Winter — 
Scenfery in the Valley of the Eaux Chaudes — Entrance to the 
Forest of Gabas — Village of Gabas — Mode of churning Butter — 
French Soldier — General Alava — Feehngs of French Soldiery 

' .towards the Russians — Anecdote of a Bear Hunter-^ Forests of 
the Pyrenees — Magnificent Silver Firs — Unskilfulness of the 
Woodmen — Effects of the High Price of Iron in France — Troop 
of Spaniards — LeCas de Broussete —Blind Spaniard — Cascade — 
The Frontier — Village of Sallient— Posada — Village Doctor-rr 
Family Scene — Political Dispute — Danco— Returi\ to Beam. 

The routes to the watering places of the Eaux 
Bonnes and the Eauis; Chaudes are remarkably 
fine, and in their vicinity is scenery which for 
savage grandeur is almost Qquq^l to any in the 
Pyrenees. That aroimd the Eaux Chaudes is of 
the most imposing character, and thith^ I shall now 
^conduct the reader ; not when its lodging-house^ 
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are filled with invalids, its wild paths crowded 
with convalescents, and the scorching rays of the 
summer sun beating overhead ; but in the depth 
of winter, when the natives retreating to the 
lower and warmer sittiations, the village is almost 
deserted, and the falling avalanches alone disturb 
the stillness of the valley. 

Few strangers think of penetrating into the 
mountains during winter, although they are thea 
not less interesting than at other seasons of the 
year; perhaps even more so, for the snow and 
ice which render the low country altogether 
monotonous only adds to the character of the 
rugged and perpendicular sides of the mountains. 

The apparei^t continuance of clear frosty 
weather, towards the end of December, was 
not to be resisted, and accordingly, accompanied 
by my friend and guide, Pierre, I set oflF for the 
mountains. When we arrived at Laruns, we 
found the snow very deep, and as it was late in 
the day, our acquaintances in the village strongly 
recommended us to rest there for the night, and 
not to proceed to the Eaux Chaudes as we 
intended. • We were reminded of the probability 
of our encountering the Spanish Contrabandiers, 
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some of whom are certainly not over particular 
as to their mode of living; and the likelihood 
that 'many pafts of the road would be blocked up 
with the fallen snow. But it was bright moon- 
light, and we were not to be dissuaded from pro- 
ceediAg. 

The ascent to the magnificent Pass of La 
Houi^t, the only entrance to the secluded valley 
.of the Eaux Chaudes, was both tedious and 
fatiguing, from the cjuantity of snow through 
which we had to wade. The path which 
originally led to this watering place mudt have 
been scarcejiy better than an izard track, before 
the Princess Catherine, sister of Henry IV., 
opened up the present passage *. 



* There is a small chapel, containing an image of the Virgin and 
Child, at the southern side of the pass, with an inscription com- 
memorating the kindness of the Princess Catherine; and another, 
urging all those who enter the valley, to offer up a prayer to the 
Vii^n, and prescribing the form of prayer to be used on the occa^ 
sion. The following is a copy : " Chers yoyageurs, nous void 
entre les rochers fort escarpes, et Tafi^eux abime du ruisseau. Par 
ainsi ayons recours k la sainte Vierge* Qu'elle intervienne pour 
nous, que nous soyons garantis de tons dangers spirituels et cor- 
porels. Priere f Paier f Ave, 

*' Nous avons recours k votre assistance, sainte M6re de Dieu. 
Ne m^prisez pas les prieres que nous faisotis dans nos besoins, 
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Thp narrow road has been cut — ^I migfat almost 
say tunndedt — ^through the elbow of the mountain 
which encloses the valley, and carved along its 
almost perpendicular -side for a ^eat way, bebg, 
even now, little better than a shelf in the rock. 
The entrance to the Hourat from the southern 
side, was, as had been predicted Uy us, entirely 
blocked lip with snow, forming a rampart many 
feet high in front of us. But drifted snow is, i^ 
frosty wither, in general so compact, that it may 
either be walked, or crawled over, and accordingly 
over the wreath we climbed upon our hands and 
knees. The ^oad may, at this particular spot, be 
from twelve to fiftem feet in breadth, but the 
snow had obliterated all traces of it, filling it up, 
and forming a slope from the rock rising above it, 
to its further side, where the precipice dropped 
perpendicularly for several hundred feet down to 
the Gave below, whose waters thundered as 
they rushed through the narrow gorge, which in 
the lapse of ages, they had worn in the mountain- 



mais delivrez nous en tous temps de tous perils et dangers. O 
sainte Vierge, remplie de gloire et de benediction J No«s, eglise 
de Laruns, ou prie pour, F. S, Charlans." 
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^ide which obstructed their egress. Situated as: 
the pass of the Hotirat is, at the entrance 'to a 
long and narrow valley, intb which several 
.others open, there is almost "al ways a, severe blast 
of wind sweeping through the defile. I have 
frequently remained in it for hours in the sultry 
days of summer, enjoying the breeze, when there 
was not a breath of air stirring any where else; 
But most fortunately upon this occasion it was 
not of sufficient force to hurl us into the black 
abyss, as we wound our way slowly and cau- 
tiously, and as near to the rock as possible, 
uttering not a word, nor casting our eyes upon 
{mother spot than that where each hand, as it was 
elutched down, would, had it been possible, have 
willingly grasped a more secure tenure than 
that which the incrusted surface of a snow-wreath 
afforded. 

The fearfiil slope was, however, passed in 
safety, and an how's walking afterwards brought 
us to the Eaux Chaudes, where (as one of the 
hotel keepers resides in the village during the 
winter) I was soon seated at a comfortable fire, 
Svith a tolerable supper before me, and the pro- 
spect of a comfortable resting place for the night ); 
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although, I must confess, that the hotels in the 
Pyrenees are not well adapted for winter quar- 
ters ; considering that the best quality which they 
can possess is to be as. cool and airy as possible* 
This in the summer heats is pleasant enough ; but 
in winter, when one feels the curtains of his bed 
^if curtains there be) fl^rpping in his face, and as 
a consequence, twitches of rheumatison in the 
morning ; or when stepping put of bed, he finds 
his unprotected limbs refreshed by the snowy 
blasts direct from the mountains which, within a 
few hundred yards on either side, frown over him, 
he is apt to think that there must have been some 
negligence in their construction. 

The fine weather continuing next morning, we 
resolved to cross the mountains into Spain, and 
sleeping at the Spanish village of Sallient, return 
the ensuing day. We left Eaux Chaudes very 
early, intending to breakfast at Oabas, the last 
village upon the French side of the moimtains, 
and situated at the base of the Pic du Midi c^ 
Pau, the most remarkable mountain in the dis- 
trict. In the immediate vicinity of the watering- 
place the moimtains are so very precipitous, and 
the sun, when it does shine forth in the winter, so 
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|)Owerful, that there is never a great deal of snovi^ 
to be seen upon them, even when it is lying many- 
feet deep in the valley ; so that, although we miss 
the flocks and herds .upon the steeps, still this 

' * * - 

Valley has not the desolate appearance which 
others of the Pyrenees present in winter; and 
from the circumstance bf its being -one of the 
most frequented of the passes into Spain, there is 
always a considerable number of individuals en- 
gaged in the traffic between the two coxmtries, 
travelling through it. 

There are many splendid amphitheatric viewd 
ip this valley; indeed from * the Hourat to the 
€as de Biroussete it is a succession of almost 
unequalled scenery. One of the finest of these 
views is that which is beheld from the entrance 
to the forest of Gabas. There the road, but a 
few feet in breadth, sweeping round an elbow of 
the Som de Soub3, skirts along its southern side ; 
the riva* far- beneath it is to be seen tumbling 
and tossing among the huge masses of fallen rock 
which impede its course, and laving the base of 
the Lacasol^ which rises many thousand feet, 
clothed to a great height with the beech and 
silver fir» its bald and fantastically shaped crest 

VOL. II. Q ' 
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4Sowpkmw aiofiag iha surrousdii^ sHBamitft. Ib 
front i$ the Pic du Midi^ its xm^j fork) bepomr 
ing still more kaposiiig as k is appiosch^ci 
with its base co¥e¥pd with wood, stretcl^ig aciocp 
tha h^ad of the vallej, and leaving fiQacpdy wi<J^ 
gi^ci€»3tt f(^ the river to pass be^weca^ tJ^eaa^ 
seems alBU>6t to tojach the neighbouru|g mouiitaip 
which <x)mplete9 ^e drcle. The mountaLas m 
this distiict hafve a peculiarity which adds grfiatlj 
to their ^eauty aa^ interest. Th^y eM almost all 
detached from each other, fowpg disfjaet anl 
(g^parate B;M)\in<Uua^ dp8;en of whose gr^ hcstds 
i^mng to the s^y^ oaay b^ observ^ &om many 
points. The valleya which li$ b^twew them, a» 
fregu^ly little a^ore thp.m ch$^2|^ for the tar«- 
rents ; and their sides are gmsfl93^Ji if not too 
precipitous wooded; and evcin whw so ahnqit 
a^ not tp admit of trees ^towve^ upon them, stiU 
the boxwood^ plants of whkh «ra often of gnat 
size, finds a resting i^P^ qu tkm ate^is» and 
clothes tl^ir nakedi^fL 

The village of Qabs^^ cons^ QJ^^^^yf wtte^aj* 
principally occupied by the sqldi^]^ qf the Poua^ 
niers, who are staj^oiied heif^ to pceyei^ the 
Spaniards or natives sm)iggli^£ tQbO'Qc^, aod 
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ethdr contmband articles over the frontier; but 
who, nevertheless, contrive to elude their vigilance; 
hr it is quite impossible to guard the paths over 
the mountains, many of which are perfi^tly 
unknown to the officers. Considerable quan- 
titles o£ Spanish wool is imported into f'rance 
throu^ this valley ; and in return, the Spaniards 
take the shawls, handkerchiefs, and wines of 
Beam. 

Upon entering the little aub^rge where we 
were %o breakfest, I foond the owner, one of the 
finest looking men I ever beheld, engaged in 
making butter. The apparatus for churning was 
very simple in its character. The cream was put 
into a bag made of a small untanned lamb^ skin, 
which had the wool taken off, and the aperture 
being tied up, the bag was shaken backwards 
and forwards until it wbs churned. The milk 
was then drained off, and perhaps half a pound 
or more of most excellent butter was rolled out 
of the skin. I breakfasted in company with an- 
old soldier, and one of the most noted chasseusra 
of the district. The French soldiers are in 
general very jealous of the English, and are very 
seldom inclined to acknowledge that their op^^o*^ 

Q 2 
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nents in arms on any one occasion ever gained a 
victory over them, which could not by them be 
most satisfactorily accounted for. I have met 
some French oflBcers and soldiers who had wisdom 
enough to overcome this foolish prejudice, and 
candidly to review the events of the late war ; 
but such individuals are not yet nmnerous, 
(although fast increasing in number, as a good 
imderstanding between the two nations is advanc- 
ing,) and the Englishman when abroad must not 
be surprised to find even the victory of Waterloo 
a matter of controversy. I recollect a discus- 
sion takmg place betwixt several of the French 
slnd English residents at Toiurs, as to whether 
victory would have declared in fevour of Wel- 
lington at Waterloo, had the Prussians not made 
their appearance. It so happened that General 
Alava arrived in Tours while this discussion was 
at its height, and as he had been present at 
Waterloo, en amateur^ and both parties considered 
him an impartial arbiter in the case, the disputed 
point was referred to him ; when he gave it as 
his opinion, that even supposing that the Prus- 
sians had not come up before evening, the 
victory would have been declared for Wellington. 
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The old veteran whom I met at Cabas, bore 
willing testimony to the bravery of the British 
soldiers ; and .the encomiums which he bestowed 
upon the Duke of Wellington and the English 
aiwy were very gratifying. ** Ah ! " said he, 
•^ the British and French have been brave enemies 
in time of war, and they ought now to be good 
friends in time of peace." He deprecated (as 
the French army universally do) the cruelty of 
leaving the Poles to the heartless mercy of their 
oppressors ; and expressed his willingness, old as 
he was, to serve in a campaign against the Russians* 
This feeling towards Russia is very prevalent 
among the French soldiery, and I am very sure 
that they will gladly unite in any cause which 
has for its object the curbing of Northern sxnbU 
tion. The ** Powers that be" in France, are well 
aware of this, and this knowledge is quite suffi- 
cient to restrain them from attempting to form too 
intimate an alliance with the Autocrat, however 
anxious they might be to do so. ^ 

The chasseur was my most particular friend; 
we had had many a long walk together over the 
neighbouring mountains, in pursuit of the izards 
or bears ; and a better guide, or one who had 
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more *^ hair-breadth 'scapes" to relate than Bar- 
raa^ was not to be found in the Pyrenees- 

A rencontre which Barras had with a bear is 
worth narrating. It seemed that he had dis^ 
covered a cavern, in which bnun had taken up 
his winter quarteif^ and from which he imme^ 
diately determined to dislodge him* Sin^e-haaded 
h9 did not dare to attempt this, and a^ordingly 
he chose one of his most hardy companions to 
join him in the attadc. The {dace which thi^ 
bear had chosen for his retreat was an ahnost 
inaccessible cave cm the side of the Pic du Midi» 
and among its darkest forests. When the two 
hunters arrived at the entrance of the cavet» they 
00D8ulted as to the best mode of rousing the 
animal, and getting him to leave it Barras pro** 
posed that he should enter the cave, and wake 
him, while his companion stood guard without. 
This extraordinary mode of disturbmg the bear's 
slumbers was adopted, and the sentry having 
sworn by the blessed Virgin to stand by his 
friend, the other pr^ared to enter the cave. For 
a considerable^ distance the cavity was large 
enough to permit of the daring hunter walking 
upri^t, but decreasing in height, he had to 
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grofte hii^ wsrf upon all foars. While proceecfoig 
in this mafiner, the bear, roused by the slight noise 
which the hunters had made at the entaunee of 
hisi cheauber, wa^ heard approaching. To turn 
snd run srway was hopeless } the bear was too 
tiesHr to p^mnit of this being attempted, so that to 
ttetow himself on his &ce, and take the chance of 
th^ animal's passing over him^ was the only 
ehfiriice of escsipe. Barmsf did so, and the best 
walked over him without even* sahiting him with 
d gr<)wl. His oompaaion at the moath of tiie 
cave did not get off sa easily, for expecting tiutl 
he Would (^ttainly harve sooie warding of the 
approach of the animal, he was not altogether 
prepare Ibt* thid encounter wfa^i he appeared, 
smd ere h^ hsid time to fift his gUEX to his shoulder, 
he was folded in the d^^y embraced of the 
giatot brtite^ Within a tew yards of the cave, the 
precipice was several hundred feet m depth, and 
in the struggle both bear and man rolled ovet it 
together. Barras, eajgeit^ to aid his friend, fol* 
lowed the bear after i<t had' pasted over him, but 
reached the mouth of th6 caririe just as the bear 
and his comrade were disappearing over the edge 
of the abyss. Horror-struck M the dreadfol 
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fate of his friend, and without the slightest hop^ 
of saving him, Barras rushed forward to descend 
the mountamHside, and rescue, if possible^ his 
mangled body ; when the first glance into the 
gorge below, revealed to him his friend dangling 
by his dothes among the branches of a thick 
shrub, which, growing out of a fissure in the 
precipice, had caught him in his fall, while the 
bear, less fortunate, had descended to the bottom. 
To release his friend from liis precarious situation 
was no easy matter ; but by the aid of the long 
sashes which the mountaineers almbst always 
wear, he at last effected it, and drew him to the 
platform from which he had been so rudely 
hurled* The bear had lacerated him severely, 
but he was no sooner on his legs, than, expressing 
his confidence that the bear must have been 
killed by the fall, he proposed descending to the 
foot of the precipice to ascertain the result. This 
with much difficulty they effected, and to their 
great satis&ction, as well as profit, found among 
the rocks below the object of their search, in the 
last agonies of death* Sure of their prize, they 
returned to the Eaux Chaudes, the wounded man 
greatly exhausted by loss of blood ; and Barras 
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Iretuming next momitig to the field of l)attle, 
accompanied by a band of villagers, triumphantly 
carried off the spoil. The occasion upon which 
Barras related this adventure to me was a very 
appropriate one ; we were then crouching together 
under a fallen pine of great size> watchiag a bear 
pass. I asked him how he relished bruin walk^ 
ing over him in the cave ; he said he knew that 
his life depended on his remaining perfectly quiet ; 
and he drew his large bony hand down my back, 
by way of indicating the feeling which the tread 
of the animal gave him. 

Having breakfasted, and shaken hands with tny 
iriend Barras and the old soldier, Pierre and I 
proceeded on our journey across the mountains* 
Some of the Douaniers who had been out on duty 
by daybreak, informed us that the snow had 
drifted considerably during the night ; and that^ in 
several places the narrow path which leads along 
the side of the Pic de Perilou to the Cas dti 
Broussete was completely blocked up, and ren- 
•dered impassable by the masses of snow which 
had fallen upon it from the rocks above; but 
after the affair of the preceding night, we thought 
little of their cautionary remarks. 
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A short datsneid firotn the aubei^ge^ we ci ossed 
the wooden bridge over tike torrent which de- 
sceiidB ffcn the Pic du Midi*> and Hohg whose 
forfaik theie is eJeo a path into SpsdiaL by the eaM- 
&n. side of that monntam, and one of the greatest 
beauty in the Pyrene684 That by which we 
tiareiled it upon the western side of the Pks. 
Foreste of the most magniieent silrer fire and 
beeches' ding to the steqp sides of the Petiloa 
and the other moontains which we passed ere 
reaching the Valley of Bronssete, some of the trees 
(the silver firs) being of prodigious drcomfer^ce 
and height Many of these trees are cut down for 
the French navy, and considering the fine qnafity 
of the ttmbar^ and its size, it seems very extraor- 
dinary that the ^vemment do not etinoe a far 
greater degree o€ interest regarding the forests 
which produce them. There are officiefs 0£ 
twious grades from Gardes JForestiers to Tnspec- 
tmrs Oenerah paid to take charge of the forests 
belonging to government, but each and aU of them 
seem to know v^ little of the duties of their 



* This beautiful and remarkable mountain is sometimes called 
the Pic du liGdi of Pau^ sometimes the Pic du Midi d'Ossau. 



•THE PYRENEES. 235 

ttttiatioids ; and ccxisequ^tlur^ the greatest havoc 
and destruction are committed upon the woods, not 
only by the short*sighted and unthinking villagers, 
but by the workmen employed by government to 
cut them down. I have seat trees nearly twenty 
&et in circumference taken down by the hatchet, 
and so hacked and split in the operation ad to be 
frequently left to rot where they are felled. Upon 
such occasions I have often wished that I could 
have shown the inexperienced natives and igno^ 
rant officials how neatly a couple of Scottish 
foresters with their cross. cut saws would have 
taken down the trees. But the unskilfulness of 
the peasantry is not to be wondered at, neither i| 
the simple nature of their tools a matter of 
astcnaishm^it The selfish policy of the govern^ 
ment is the cause of both. The price of iron is 
maintained so exorbitantly high, that none but 
the wealthier classes (and they but seldom) are in 
the practice of using it for any purpose where 
wood can be substitutied. In the south of France 
a good useful spade is never seen, an iron rake 
very seldom ; and their saws and other carpen^ 
ter's tools are of a most inferior quality ; indeed, 
in all their implemjents for agriculture and other 
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purposes, the French are (as I once heard a 
liberal native of that country observe) a couple of 
himdred years,behind us*. 

Upon entering the valley of Brouss^, in which 
we found a good quantity of snow, Pierre imagined 
that he descried a herd of izards at the upper end, 
and I immediately prepared my rifle. We 
watched their motions very anxiously, and almost 
buried ourselves in the snow to prevent their 
seeing us. On they came towards us, and just as 
I was congratulating myself upon my apparent 
good fortune, the herd of izards was transformed 
into a band of five and twenty or thirty Spaniards. 
B*rom their marching in file among the inequali-* 
ties of the surface, their sombreros had only been 
perceptible above the snow, so that the deception 
was very complete, and our astonishment at 
beholding the change, not little. But they* 



* The French people are becoming every day more and more 
awakened ta the injurious character of the policy of their govern- 
ment upon the subject of the iron trade ; and ere long will demand 
a repeal of the high duties on foreign iron» Until they attain this 
object) cheap iron cannot be procured in France; railroads can 
never be formed to advantage, even in the most populous districts; 
nor can the internal prospeHty of the kingdom be advanced. 
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looked 80 exceedingly picturesque, almost each of 
them being clad in a different style of costume, 
and the whole of them such fine looking fellows^ 
that, disappointed as I was, I did not wry much 
regret their not being izards. They were on 
their way to Pau to purchase the manufactures of 
Beam. Nearer the head of the valley, we met, 
retiurning from Spain, a troop of French peasants, 
accompanying a string of mules and horses loaded 
with sacks of wool. After passing the latter 
party, we found the track through the snow well 
beaten, and in many places opened up by cutting* 
Such troops in winter are always provided with 
axes and shovels, to clear away the ice and snow, 
which would otherwise obstruct their transit. 

At the head of the valley is Le Cas de Brouss^te^ 
the last habitation upon the French side of the 
frontier* The distance between the Spanish 
village of Sallient and Gabas being, even in 
summer, too far for one day's journey by those 
engaged in the commerce of the two countries, 
the French government have built the Cas da 
Broussete so as to divide the distance, and in 
winter obviate the danger .of attempting such a 
passage across the mountains* The house is 
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Itarge and spacious, capable of aocGmmodating 
several troops of merdmalB wad their baggage ; a 
hundred and fifty <^ whom are not unj&^uently 
stonn-staid in it for days or weeks together. 
Secluded aaKmg pre(»pitQUs mountains covered 
with snow, w sheeted with ice^ amoie wild and 
lonely abode can soarce be conceived ; or one whose 
solitude^-^ut for the riix^umstance of there being a 
pathway practicable for horses leadmg by it aver 
the front]erw*runs less risk of being distui4)ed 
Three brothers have tibie care of this Hospice^ who 
have constantly resided in it for many years, and 
have not duriz^ all that period ev^ quitted the 
valley, except when obliged to go to Gabas fer 
pro visiensw iilthou^ tbey see little of the worlds 
they see a gresA deal of ^, and are frequently 
witnesses of scenes of boisterous mirth or 
feroeicms quarrdling amcHig the legal traffidcers, 
the contrabandiers, and travellem who take refuge 
from the tempests in the Cas da Brouss^te, 

The upper part of the valley is endosed by 
radgeft froea the mountains whidi border it, up 
whose steeps die ascenit is so ragged and dan- 
gerous that it seem^ perfectly wonderful that 
tiiie mutes and horses could- descend tfaaoi loaded 
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m ^ mo&MT in wMob I ba>v# 9^11 tbam. Hs^ 
way ttp the si3oe%t» w# met w agod Spaniard 
oarrjing a heavy load of ^eep skinp upon )m 
heaxL The poor old felUw, very Jwitf&cwiitly pro- 
tested fromi the cold by his tetteo^ clo^dB» wa« 
blind of w eye, aud told u9 tbe^t he had 9ualeioed 
many severe bnu^es, fiwn the M9. whieh he had 
hadan^ng the crags. A draught firpin (^ flads we« 
Blast thaakfiklly aco^teijla and he; proeeeded m 
hifi toilsooae march muttering b)e$(s»)gs qn us. 

TUin is hei^ in summer a very fine cascade* 
The jdver theft xc^ from a fffQcipMae o£ great 
height ijafe) the valley; but i^ wintei^ it is cahn 
and stilly and when I paseed iti, ^ li^ng p^pendiculs^ 
sbeeidf ioe atone marl^ed its oom^ After sur^ 
mounting this aseenV^the vomt, diffipult and 
fiitiguing on the road — ^we entei:etd another valley 
much smalkx! and les& pictturesque thaa the 
preceding, for in it the]:e was not a vestige of 
wood, and the mounteine which Aldose it are 
inferior in height and characlier.. 

An hour's walk brought iis to the frontier. The 
boundary is, as usual, marked by the water** 
courses; where the wat^ runs towards $pain> 
^t is ^)ani8h groimd ;. wheie towards Franoe^ 
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it 18 French. Independent of this ciicomstance, 
nature se^ns to have otherwise pointed this place 
out as the limits of the two countries* Upon the 
immediate frontier, the aspect of the kingdoms is 
altogether different In the French territory 
appear the blue rocky mountains, hanging with 
wood, and interspersed with fine pastures even 
among their highest altitudes. In the Spanish, 
the sudden alteration of the strata renders the 
valley and surrounding mountains most sterile 
and desolate; their rocks look as if they had 
been on fire» and their a^hes scattered around. 
A few spots of herbage in this waste, only make 
its barrenness .more marked. In summer, how-» 
ever, the dreary appearance of this vaUey must be 
somewhat enlivened by the beautifiil flowers of 
the rhododendron, plants of which I observed 
peeping from beneath each rock where a particle 
of soil fiould be obtained. 

The village of Sallient is about five hours' walk 
from the frontier, so that by the time we reached 
it, it was almost dark. It is situated upon an 
eminence at the junction of several valleys, and 
from, the circumstance of the backs of the houses 
being placed • towards the mountains, ^nd theii!^ 
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regularity in height*, and want, of windows, the 
village, or rather town, for it is of considerable 
extent, has much the appearance of a fortification, 
and cduld easily be rendered such in time of war. 
In the preceding summer, Pierre had accom- 
panied the lady of the Belgian Ambassador across 
the mountains to the baths of Pentacousse by this 
path, upon which occasion they had slept at 
Sallient; he was, therefore, acquainted with the 
localities of the place ; so that after threading our 
way for some time through a labyrinth of dirty 
lanes, we found the posada where we were to 
spend the night. A small wicket in a door 
which filled a large archway admitted us into the 
lower part of the building, which, as usual, was, 
apportioned to the bestial portion of the establish- 
ment, the winter's fuel, casks of wine or aqwa, 
ardentBt and other stores. Upon hallooing for 
some of the inmates to descend, and conduct us 
through the windings of the place, a little urchin 
came down a trap-stair at the further ei^d bear- 
ing in his hand a piece of blazing pine. By the 

* In the Spanish villages the houses are almost universally two 
stories in height. 
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light of this Imud wh we^e ^iiafbled fo steer 
dear of the beds of the mole!^ ussahited even 
by a stray ki&k, whidi few^ stiaoge^ Whd ptas 
through the under hall of a Spanisdi posada am 
not threat^ed with> and reached the principal 
room of the house, which served the joint pur- 
poses of kitchen and sdle-a*-manger. Here we 
found crouching round a wretchedly bad fire^ th4 
sefiora of the houses her eldest daughtet*, h, girl cf 
nineteen, and half a score of boys and giriis under 
that age. It is very seldom that any strdngei^, 
above the rank of those engag^' in Ae tiraffid 
across the frontiers are seen iil this village, so* 
that our arrival created consideral^e bustle among 
the members of the. fiamily- A fresh rapply of 
fiiel was Inrought from the stores bdow and 
heaped' upon the hearth/ a few^ additiond peces 
of lighted- pine stuck in the sides of the^chttrmey, 
iUuminated the apartment, and iiob hostess pi^^ 
pared our supper. 

Meanwhile Pierre and i having pulled off our 
wet clothes, seated ourselves on the bench, whieh^ 
like those of our lowland cottages some years ago, 
almost encircled the fire place. There we had 



THE PYRENEES. 343 

hot long established ourselves, ere the landlord, 
(who was also the Mafare of the village,) accom- 
panied by several other individuals, entered the 
room, muffled up to the throat in their dark 
mantle&4 The costutne of the Arragonese pea- 
santry in winter is by no means pleasing. They 
are then seldom without their dark cloaks, 
underneath which they wear jackets and smalt 
clothes of the same sombre hue, imomamehted, 
as is generally the case even among the poorest 
of the peasantry of other districts. Beneath their 
huge sombieras, which they seldom lay aside but 
when they sleep, they wear a coloiu'ed Beamais 
handkerchief twisted round their heads. Cu- 
riously wrought blue or white worsted stockings 
and sandals complete the dress of the men. 
That of the women is generally of blue woollen 
cloth made tight to the figure, and beneath the 
waist exceedingly full. Their head dress is 
either composed of a white or coloured cotton 
handk^chief, but never so tastefully arranged as 
those of their Beamais neighbours. 

The host, after the usual salutations, imme- 
diately inquired if I knew how the war was going 
on. I pleaded total ignorance on the subject, 

r2 
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awaxe that the less I talked upon the subject ob 
the Spanish side of the frontier, to individtiab 
whose politics I had had no means of ascetlaining, 
the less chance there was of my creating suspi- 
cions as to my motives for entering the country. 
Apparently satisfied that I knew little* of the 
actual state of the war, he left me to join his 
companions, who in the further end of the 
apartment were loudly debating upon a matter 
seemingly of much interest to them, and relating 
to which one of them held in his hand a long roll 
of papers. Somewhat curious to ascertain the 
cause of their discussion, I made Pierre ask the 
senora if she was acquainted with the reason of 
it, when she told us that it was " settling night '* 
with the doctor of. the village, and that the 
papers contained a list of the inhabitaiits who 
were indebted to him. The mode of pefying the 
Esculapius of the place, was by each family com- 
pounding for his attendance for a certain yearly 
sum. Ten francs for each house would, in so 
large a village as Sallient yield a very tolerable 
income to the doctor, and ought scarcely to have 
been considered an exorbitant sum by the house* - 
holders to pay for having their bodily health 
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taken care of. But they grumbled sadly at the 
tax» especially those who had not required any 
attendance ; while those who had been ill, com- 
plained of the additional expense of the medi-^ 
cines* The landlord, in particular, was very 
wroth at being obliged to pay as much as eight 
francs for the potions which his family had 
swallowed during the preceding year, and asked 
me if I did not consider the sum of eighteen 
francs a year, an immense sum to pay the doctor 
for his advice and medicines. Fifteen shillings a 
year might be a large sum to the inhabitants of a 
poor Spanish village, but there seemed to be no 
mode of getting rid of the tax, grumble as they 
might at its infliction, as they presently, although 
very reluctantly, marched oflF to pay it, and left 
us to pick our supper from a few spare ribs of 
mutton, which the seiiora had grilled for us among 
the embers of the fire. 

Spanish women are proverbial for the beauty 
of their eyes, and those of this family were cer- 
tainly by no means calculated to create dissent 
from the general impression, and none to which 
the term *^ speaking ^ eyes " could more truly 
be ai^lied. In those of the mother (a woman of 
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forty years of age) intrigue was written in most 
legible characters^ while^ in tbose of the daughter, 
it seemed almost as intelli^ble. In the * eouise of 
the evening, I was exceedingly amused by the 
care which the ladies took to prevent the host 
witnessing the slightest £a.miliarity between them 
and any of the men who came into the posada. 
The daughter, and more frequently the ntiother, 
would h& seated beside some . handsome mule- 
driiyeir or smuggler, whose arm ^(seeing that there 
was no back to the benches on which they sat) 
was viery naturally entwined round their waists. 
Mine host did not, however, ^eem to reUsh this 
substitute for a chair-back, and cQisseqiiently the 
slightest suspicion of Ins .(gnirance sufficed to 
thtow the fireside circle into commotion ; away 
flew the females to wash Ihe {dates and dishes, 
and the m^ seemed engaged in &^ning -their 
spartillas. On one occasion the host ^atared so 
abruptly that, had it not been for the instanta- 
neous presence of mind of the daughter, I should 
have been witness to a scenes of a most unpleasant 
character. The moth^, supportied in the mann^ 
I have mentioned, had not^ time to start from h^ 
seat, but the moment her husband entered, his 
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daughter (who happened to be then crossing the 
sqpaftmait) dropped a plate as if accidentally. 
His attention was drawn to it, and the situation 
of his^ partQep wa& unobserved. Picking up a 
fragment of the plate, and holding it as if he 
intended \throwiJ^^' at the girl, he cursed h^ for 
her carelessness, ^e, however, saved her 
mother*^ life by the act, for I am confident that 
had there 4)een no plate broken on the occasion, 
that the kaiife would have been dialled into requi- 
sition, and one or both ^f the delinquent^ been 
killed,* for what, in any of our country inns, the 
landlord would have beheld with comparative indif- 
ference. No class of Spaniaras are more ready 
with their knives than the Arragon, and none who 
ean use it more effectually. Their knife is rather 
longer than that of the peasantry of other dis- 
tricts, and. though a clasp knife, is a weapon of 
the most deadly natture. The mode in which 
they use it is by grasping the case, with their 
thumh resting upon the imder part of the inside 
of the blade, which is bhint; and then drawing 
down their arm to its full length, they strike 
upwards invariably, driving the ^ blade- into their 
iHfitagonist's body until their thumb prevents its 
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further entrance. Such a wound is almost always 
a fatal one, and the traveller in Spain must be 
cautious how he renders himself liable to such 
attacks from his intimacy with pretty &c&» and. 
intriguing eyes. 

In the course of the evening, many of the 
villagers had assembled in an adjoining room, to 
sip their wine, and talk over the politics of the day. 
There were among them supporters of both the 
great parties contending for the sovereignty 
of the country; each of them anxious for the 
success of the cause he had espoused. As 
usual in such discussions, the longer that the 
argument lasted, the more warm became the 
debate, until the voices of the speakers were so 
elevated, that the sefiora, accustomed as she no 
doubt was to such scenes, was alarmed for the 
consequences. There seemed every probability 
of the aryumentum . ad hominem being put in re^ 
quisition by the contending factions, when one of 
the party, more wise than the rest, commenced in 
a fine and powerful voice one of their national 
songs. The effect was electrical, the disputation 
instantly ceased, and one and all of them joined 
in the chorus. After several songs had beea 
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i^img, and the haxmony of the party completely 
restored, the landlord came and asked me to join 
them. I accepted the invitation, and was most 
cordially welcomed. In honour of the stranger a 
dance was proposed, and the wives and daughters 
of the individuals present were soon assembled 
together. Here, as in Andorre, and in other 
Spanish villages, the instruments were the guitar 
and triangle. Both men and women danced 
unconmionly well, and displayed as much spirit 
as I ever beheld in a Highland reel; several 
hoxurs' continued dancing scarcely seemed to abate 
their ardour. The yoimger girls danced beauti* 
fully, and it was wonderful the exertion which 
they endured ; for the gentlemen being &r more 
nimierous than the ladies, each man, when he 
thought his friend had exhibited long enough^ 
elbowing him out, took his place, and thus their 
partners had no respite. 

At last I ** stole away " to my old comer at the 
kitchen fire, and soon after, the party broke up; 
The chamber in which I was to sleep contained a 
couple of beds, which Pierre told me, upon the 
last occasion that he visited the posada, were 
occupied by the Belgian Ambassadress and her 
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maid^ wUle he slept on the floor of the nxnaa in 
the faimourable' J^a^jacitjr of guard to her Excel- 
lency. The half dosfen g^ntlen^n whaw^eof 
the party» wei^e obliged to otoll theiBSe^vses in their 
doaks, and deep on the flokDr of the kitehen, a 
Actuation not at ^11> relished by the deliceite Paris- 
ian. ^ Had it beenisuttmiery I should have much 
preferred dozfaig Off a bench w^taAsle, to trusting 
mymlf" between th^ sheets of a posada bed; but 
the winter's c^ld liad destroyed certain bedfellows 
very Jdoinmon iii' 'Fttgtnce and Spain, and the 
wearied 'tra?^Her/ at t}^ sieason of the year, could 
fedrsadsfied'that^hi^'plftee of repose would not be 
converted into onfe of torture. 

While ©ogagedim heaping as many cloaks upon 
ouir bedsras we could find, the door of our room 
WBs opened^ atid the young lady of the house, 
carrying aJ'piiie>tor<{h^entered9 followed by a 
young Spaniard, (her favourite I'bfeBcrvfe;) who was 
very tipsy- '^ She ^smiduct^ed him by a tWtp-«tair 
which mounted f rtfm'tur rdbni^ to his bed' in the 
attic above, Miaaid^&fteF «ome little delay, oc- 
casionedy I 'presume,' by her showing him the 
direeticoi in which it stood, She teturnfedji^inringing 
the' Ifght with her. In the poorer Spanish houses 
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there are neither candles nor lamps, and the mode 
of lighting the apartments is by means of pieces of 
blazing pine placed upon a flat piece of iron 
suspended from the wall; and these pines of 
the country being foil of resin, a few slips are 
sufficient to light a large room. 

Next morning, I found the whole of the party 
of the preceding night assembled in the posada, 
to request me to remain a day or two longer in 
their village. But this I could not have done, 
even had I been inclined, as I had forgotten to 
bring a passport with me ; so that, having break- 
fasted, and taken leave of the villagers of Sallient, 
we returned across the moimtains to Beam. 
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SKETCH, DESCRIPTIVE OF THE FORMATION, APPEAR- 
ANCE, AND CHARACTER OF THE PYRENEES. 



The Pyrenees are that chain of mountains which 
divide the Spanish peninsula from France, and which 
extend from the Cap de Cervere, to the south-east of 
Coltumvre, or, rather, from the Cap de Cret^, near 
ItosaSf upon the shores of the Mediterranean, to the 
point of Figuierj near Fontarahia^ on the Bay of 
Biscay. 

It is almost generally supposed, that the Pyrenees 
are an isolated chain of mountains, from the circum- 
stance that their extremities drop into the sea ; but a 
glance at the maps of France or Spain will be sufficient 
to determine that the Pyrenees form but a part of the 
system of the mountains of the two countries. In short, 
the Pyrenees appear to be attached, on the east, to the 
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great chain of the Alps, by the Montaigne Noire^ and 
the C&cennes; and to the west, loi^ before ihey dip 
into the ocean, at the point of Hffuier^ they stretch 
away to Cape Ortegaly in Galida; so that their appa* 
rent termination at the point of Figuier^ is merely that 
of a lateral branch, which detaches itself from the piin* 
cipal chain at the head of the valley of the Basian. In 
like manner, their junction with the Moniagne Noire, 
and the Civennes, is effected by means of another lateral 
chain, which branches off to the east of the valley of 
the Tetttj in the French Cerdagne. 
' Excepting in a few instances, the boundaries of the 
two countries are fixed by the course of the waters from 
the summits of the central ridge ; the land to the north 
of the division of the streams belonging to France,' and 
that on the south appertaining to Spain. 

The French departments situated upon the frontier 
with Spain, are, beginning on the east, those of. the 
Pyrenees Orientales, the Arridge, the Haute Garonne^ 
the Hautes Pyrenees, and the Basses Pyrenees. The 
department of the Audcj although at some distance from 
the central chain, contains, nevertheless, mountains 
which belong to the Pyrenees; and these are the 
branches generally known as the mountains of the Car- 
bi^esy a part of the connecting link between the French 
and Swiss mountains. The ancient provinces of France 
comprised in these departments^ are the Vattspir, 
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JloumUon,ike Cop^m^^ tl^ iCerdagnefiiud Caprirf tbe 
DotmoMn^ the Fe^^de SatUiy^.^paA QtLanguedoc^ the 
consiiy o£ Foia:, %h» Cmuferansy.Commmges^ the Qudtre 
valMSf Sigorrei B4arnf the Piiys, de Saule^ Basse Na^ 
varrey wd the Paj^ de Isobcwrd^. . 

The Spaxiisb proTUiceflr: aiijainiivg Ike Pysenejlft are 
Caialomay Arrofifm^ Hiimte Nuvasr^ 

The leQgth of the . Pyreiteesi^ . from east to west, is 
abput two huzidx«>d. miles ; and their breadth: verj 
varied* . Itias greats in the centre thantowards^the ex^- 
tremitibes of the ehfloui^ but may throughout be averaged 
at sixty miles^ . 

The Pyrenees are: seen from a< great distance, from 
whicherer side they are regairdedi : One' of the most 
favourable pointft from which to enjoy a yiew of the 
greater part of UsiamagniftoKit chain, is^fiom the hOls 
called Peek Damdf to the sonth of Toulouse. There 
the iQieotatov is- plaeed nearly in front of the centre of 
the range, sufficiently distant to admit of a vast horizon j 
and yet near enough to distinguish, their most remark- 
able' featuresv From the Pech David the Pyrenees may 
be. seen for more than a^hundoed and fi% miles^ from 
ibe.CamgoAi in JtaussiUiniy to the gieat summits at tbe 
head: of the valley «r Ossau^ in ^the Basses Pyrene^s^ 

The appearance which they present is extremely 
imposing; they appear to form one single mountain^ 
increasing in height towards the east, but broken into 
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summHs of rarious fonns and cbaiactoB. Bat the aspect 
of tlie monntaiiis is not always the same, depending 
entirely on the state o[ the atmosphere, the honr of the 
day, and the season. There are many days, however, 
throughout the year, when the purity of the air is suffi* 
ciently perfect to admit of all the summits being seen 
which are visible firom Toulouse. It is in the beginning 
of Spring, or towards the end of Autumn, that this mag- 
nificent sight is to be most distinctly seen, and the 
hours most favourable for beholding it, are those imme- 
diately after sunrise, and before sunset ; the sky is then 
more firee fiom vapour, the outline of the mountains is 
better, defined, and their shades more deeply marked. 
During the prevalence of the west and north winds, the 
Pyrenete are, most firequently, shrouded in mists, par- 
ticularly towards their eastern extremities. 

The direction of the Pyrenees is, as has bec^n already 
noticed, firom east-south-e^t to west-north-west; never- 
theless, the range does not pursue a direct line, but is 
on the contrary composed of two parts, or two lines, 
which are indeed parallel in their course, but are not 
the continuation of each other. Thus, if we divide the 
chain into two parts towards the centre, we should find 
that the half situated upon the west was considerably 
further south than that upon the east; and that two 
lines, one drawn fi'om the eastern, and the other from the 
western extremity of the range, would throughout their 
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course, be at least thirty miles distmt from each other. 
The Garofme^ the most beautiful river of the Pyrenees, 
ha&it& source among the mountains at the junction of the' 
two chains. The eastern chain is terminated in the 
valley of the Garonne, by the mountain called TenU 
enade; but the point at which the mountains, linking the 
two chains together, separate from the eastern one, is at 
the Tuc* du Mauberme; and the Port cPEspot the 
point at which they unite with the western. 

The Pyrenees have, to the south and to the north, 
many lateral branches, which gradually decrease in 
height as they recede from the central range, until they 
are lost in the plains more or less distant from the foot 
of the mountains. There are, however, some exceptions 
to this general disposition. A few of these lateral ranges 
maintain a great altitude throughout their whole length 
and axe terminated by mountains of considerable height ; 
others,, on the contrary, terminate ere Ihey have left the 
mountains, generally at the junction of two valleys. 
Besides these branches, which, like buttresses for the 
support of the central ridge, stretch off laterally on both 
sides of it, there are also a considerable number of 
minor chains, which take a direction similar to the great 
one. The most remarkable o{ these minor chains are to 

* The word Tuc has, in the patois of the Couzerans, the dis- 
trict in which that mountain is situated, the same signification as 
Pic. 

VOL. II. S 
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be found in the departments of the Arri^ge and the 
BoLSses Pyrene^9i The point at which two of these' 
branches commence is generally marked by the increased 
height of the great ridge, and the source of opposite 
valleys by the diminution. These depressions at the 
heads of the valleys constitute the natural passages by 
means of which the peasantry are enabled to pass from 
one to another. In the Alps, and towards the extremi- 
ties of the Pyrenees, they are called CoU; but, in the 
centre of the chain, they are known by the name of 
Ports. The first of these terms is used in the depart- 
ments of the Pyrenees OrientcUes^ and the Basses Py- 
reneis* : and the second in those of the ArridgCy the 
Haute Garcwney and the Hautes Pyrenees, 

Ramond, and other celebrated naturalists, are of 
opinion, that the southern slopes of the Pyrenees, are 
the most steep and rapid ; and what I have seen of the 
Spanish sides of the mountains leads me to confirm their 
assertions. There the ascents are invariably more steep 
and nigged, and, consequently, more difficult and 



* In Baue Navarre, which forms a part of this department, the 
CoU are called Lepoa, a word which in the Basque language, has 
precisely the same signification as Col, which signifies literally the 
neck (le cou) of the mountain. 

The ' terms Partillon, Cot, Hourque, Hourquette, Fourque, 
FoMrqueiU, Porte, Breche, &c., have all the same signification, and 
are used indiscriminately with those of Col and Port, 
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fatiguing. Almost the whole of the French valleys 
either ascend gradually to the central ridge, or by a 
succession of basins. On the Spanish frontier this is 
seldom the case ; and in the vicinity of the highest moun- 
tains, — of Mont Perdu, forinstance, — we find the Spanish 
summits decrease in altitude very suddenly, dwindling 
almost into insignificance at its base ; while, on the 
French, or northern side of that great mountain, there 
are very many summits but little inferior in height to its 
own. 

I have already observed that the Pyrenees, ^s they 
approach the coasts, decrease in height very rapidly. 
This depression of the mountains commences much 
sooner at one extremity than at the other. Thus, there 
is no considerable summit within twenty-two or twenty- 
three leagues of the Bay of Biscay ; while the Canigou 
is within less than fifteen of the Mediterranean. 

The Pyrenees contain a great number of valleys. All 
the great valleys are transversal. They begin at a Col 
in the ridge of the central chain ; and, taking their course 
directly to the north or south, they form nearly a right 
angle with it. 

The valleys of the greatest length are those situated 
towards the centre of the range. These are, the valleys 
of the Garonne f and the Lavedan^ the latter watered by 
the Gofloe of Pau, which unites with the Adour^ a 
few miles above Bayonne : the length of the first is 

s 2 
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aboat fifteen leagues ; the second about thirteen. The 
longitudinal valleys, or those whose directloh is parallel 
with the centre range, are in general of very small 
extent; most frequently mere ravines, or gorges. The 
most considerable of the number is that of Massaty or 
Soulauy and that of the B(Mtan* ; in which are situated 
the famous baths of Bardges, Their length is six or 
seven leagues. 

The valleys which terminate in the plains at the 
northern base of the Pyrenees are sometimes broad and 
open at their entrance, sometimes exceedingly confined. 
Among those of the first class are the valleys of the 
Techf of the Teta, of the Arridgey of the SeMat, of the 
LavedaUy of OssaUj and many others. The valley of 
the Garonne^ and those of Aure^ of Aspe^ of Baigorry^ 
&c., are, on the other hand, extremely narrow at their 
entrances, as aiie, almost without exception, both the 
trtosversal and parallel valleys of these mountains. 

There are very few of the valleys of the Pyrenees, 
which, throughout their course, dO not present a success- 
sion of basins. These basins are formed by the moun* 
tains which border the valley receding from the banks of 
the river, and leaving a circular hollow, where there is so 

* There are two valleys of this name in the Pyrenees, one ap« 
pertaining to France, the other to Spain ; but they are situated at 
such a distance from each other, that they are seldom, or neverj 
confounded with each other. 
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sfight a decliyity, that the stream undulates slowly 
through its whole extent, assuming a character in accord-* 
ance with the quietness of the scenery around it: until at 
the extremity of the basin, where the mountams again 
close in upon it, and confine it in its course, it resumes 
its original character, and dashes through their gorges, 
and over their precipices. These basins are, in general, 
considerably elevated above each other, and are joined 
together by narrow and deep ravines, rapidly inclined 
plains, or by a slope of rock so very perpendicular, that 
the river dashing over, forms a cataract firom the basin 
above to that beneath. They are more frequent in the 
upper part of the valleys, and are there better defined 
and more remarkable in appearance than in the inferior, 
where they are much less perfect ; although, at the same 
time, they seem, fi-om the marks of destruction which 
they bear, to have, in other times, been as complete 
as those in higher situations, where, hitherto, there 
has never been such accumulations of the waters, as to 
have destroyed their comparatively level surface, by 
working through, or destroying the precipice or slope, 
over which their rivers rush in unbridled turbulence. 
The quantity of alluvial matter which they contain, is 
also conclusive evidence that these inferior basins were 
at one period as perfect as the others. 

The hollows, or basins, in the upper districts of the 
valleys, frequently contain lakes, whose extent is propor- 
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tionate to the dimensions of the basin. These lakes are 
very common in the Pyrenees, and are to be found in 
almost all of the valleys on their northern side. On the 
Spanish side, they are seldom to be met with ; a fact that 
may almost be thought sufficient to establish as correct 
the opinion that the southern sides of the Pyrenees are 
far more steep and rapid than the northern. 

When these lakes, which are never of great extent, are 
found at such heights as to be surrounded by glaciers 
and perpetual snows, they are generally covered with ice 
throughout the year. Thus the lakes of the Port ^Ooj 
and the PortilUm d^Oo, are always frozen ; and the lake 
of Mont Perduy and those of Estom-Soubiran in the 
valley of Cauteretz, are covered with ice until the end of 
August The basins also, which are now-a-days merely 
watered by the river which flows through their centre, 
bear incontestible evidence of the existence of ancient 
lakes, of which they were the beds. Their soil so often 
marshy or full of peat, their rocky sides far above their 
surface, bearing marks of the ravages of the waters; and 
the manner in which the torrent breaks away firom these 
basins by a deep and narrow gorge, are the proofs that 
they have in other times been lakes hemmed in upon all 
sides ; and that ihey are only now drained by means of 
the breach which their superfluous waters have forced 
in the bed of rock which inclosed them. 

At the junction of various valleys and gorges, there is 
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always one of these basins ; and it is a general rule in 
the Pyrenees, that the extent of the basin is in propor^ 
tion to the number and width of the lateral valleys, ra* 
vines, and gorges which open into it^ ; and that when 
a vaUey suddenly alters its direction, the elbow thus 
formed is invariably followed by one of them. > 

The largest of these basins do not exceed eight miles 
in length, by three or four in breadth. Such are the 
magnificent basin oi Argil^Zy in the valley of the Lave- 
dan, of BoffnereSf in, the valley of Luchon, and of 
BedouSf in the valine d'Aspe. It is generally in the 
inferior part of a valley that we find the basins of the 
greatest extent, because there the greatest number of 
tributaries unite with them. 

The mountains which skirt a valley very seldom as- 
cend unbroken to their summits, but, in general, attain 
their full height by many slopes, more or less rapidly 
inclined. At the base of these successive slopes are 
little plains, and the number of these slopes and plains 
depend altogether upon the altitude of the mountains, 
and the nature of the rocks which compose them. We 
almost constantly find that the stratum which lies along 
one side of a valley, corresponds with that upon the 



* It is from an observation of this nature that M. PaUusou draws 
his strongest arguments against the opinion of those geologists who 
attribute the formation of the valleys to the currents of the ocean.* 



1 
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other ; and that if there is a plain upon the heights on 
one side, there is a corresponding plain upon the other. 
This circumstance would seem to prove, that the soil of 
the y alley has, at some period or other, been of the same 
height with the plains upon each side of it, and that 
the waters have, in the lapse of ages, worn it down. 
' This arrangement of the slopes is most apparent in 
the upper districts of the>alleys, because the mountains 
which are situated in the lower are, comparatively speak- 
ing, so much inferior in height, that the terraces or 
plains which we find at greater elevations, have dis«- 
appear^d, and there is but one continued slope from 
their base to their summit. 

These observations regarding the plains or table lands 
to be found among the Pyrenees, and the circumstance 
of their generally corresponding with others situated on 
opposite sides of the valley upon which they are found, 
is most decidedly characterized in the valley of HSaSj 
which opens into that of the Lavedan, near the village 
of Gedre. The valley of Hects is found to contain two 
of these plains, which, at a great height above the stream 
which runs through it, extend from one extremity of it 
to the other. The plain which we observe upon the left 
hand is that of the Coumeliej upon the mountain of the 
same name; and upon the opposite side, that of the 
Camplong, of the same height as the preceding one. 
The rock which composes the soil of the valley, and of 
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thetxtouiitams below these plains, is granitic; the whole 
of the mountains above them to their summits are, on 
the other hand, formed of shiste or limestone; thus evi- 
dently irom this coincidence it would seem that these 
plains were at one period the bottom of the valley, until 
the torrents wore out the great gulf between them *. 

There is little appearance of order in the formation 
of the valleys at those points where two or more of 
them unite; we there find the various strata of which 
the Pyrenees are composed confused together, the pri- 
mary and the secondary formations united ; and not un<^ 
frequently, as in the case of Mont Perdm and othei^, we 



* These facts, however numerous, cannot establish the doctrine 
of many geolo^sts, that all valleys have been formed by the 
recediiig of the seas, or the destructive influence of the rivers ; as 
there exist many ineontestible pro^a of their having been formed by 
depression, or by some convulsion of nature heaving up the moun- 
tains which border them. One remarkable instance of this nature, 
occurs to me at this moment. It is the valley of the Devon in 
Clackmann&nshire. There we have abundant proof that a convul- 
sion of nature has created it^ We there find the strata upon both 
sides of the valley, not lying in a horizontal direction, as. in those 
vaUeys supposed to have been formed by the waters^ but dipping, 
like an inverted arch, through the hollow of the valley, and, rising 
on both sides of it, appearing in the form of a pack of cards 
resting against an inclined plane— the inclined plane being the hills 
which inclose it. Depression or conviiktton could alon.e have 
formed such a valley. 
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also find the once prevailing opinion of geologists, that 
the highest mojontains of the European continent were 
those of primitive rock, confuted, and a mountain of 
secondary formation rearing its head above the primitive 
ones around it. . 

The source of many of the Fyrenean valleys is a 
hollow, or, as it is styled in the Pyrenees, an Oule*, sur- 
rounded by walls of perpendicular rock, excepting to- 
wards the point where the waters collected in it have 
worn for themselves a passage, through which they leave 
it. The walls which surround these basins or OtUes, are 
most frequently called Cirques^ and sometimes, from 
the successive slopes and perpendicular masses of rock 
which surmount them. Amphitheatres. 

The most beautiful of these Circles is that of Cravamie^ 
at the source of the valley of the Lavedan. That Circle 
is not, perhaps, the most extensive in the Pyrenees, but 
the walls which surround it are the highest and most 
perfect. In all the other great circles, the walls are more 
or less unequal in their height, and more or less peipen- 
dicular. The Circle of Trownouse at the source of the 
valley of H6as, is larger than that of Gavamiey but the 
rocks which inclose it are far less remarkable in appear- 
ance. Tlie Circle at the source of the valley of Estaabi 

* Oii/e, or Houie, or OuUt is a word in patois signifying a large 
pot or kettle (marmite). 
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is still less perfect in its fonnation. There are also 
many other of these Circles in the Pyrenees less worthy 
of notice than those which I have mentioned; among 
them are those at the source of the valleys of Ossanne, 
and Treimbareily and all those which open into the valley 
of Bardges; and those in the valley of BetmaUej at the 
foot of the Roque de Balaniy and in that of Uretj both of 
which valleys are tributaries of the valley of Castillan. 
M. Charpentier, the latest geological writer upon the 
Pyrenees, makes the following observations upon the 
formation of their valleys. ^^ Lorsqu^ on considdre la 
constitution physique des valines, et les divers ph^no* 
m^nes qu' elles pr^sentent, on reconnait facilement que 
leur excavation ne pent pas Stre le r^sultat ni de courants 
de mer, ni d'affaissements ou de souldvements des mon- 
tagnes, mais celui d^une chute ou descent constante des 
eaux. II est plus que vraisemblable que les Pyrenees, 
lorsqu^ elles sortirent de la mer ou elles sont n6es, n^ont 
form6 qu* une seule longue montagne en forme de dos 
d^ane ; que les deux pentes n'^taient point unies, mais 
presentaient des creux, des enfoncements et d'autres 
inegalit6s ; que les eaux qui remplissaient ces creux ou 
bassins ont epanche leur trop plein par la voie la plus 
convenable aux lois de la pesanteur, et du cot6 ou elles 
^prouvaient la moindre resistance; et qu' enfin, en se 
versantdes bassins sup^rieurs dans les bassins inferieurs, 
elles ont du insensiblement excaver et creuser les rochers 
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qui separaient un bassin de rautre, agrandir ces memes 
bassius, 61argir et approfondir les canauXyponr m'expii- 
iner ainsi, par lesquels elles s' 6coulaient d'un reservoir k 
V autre, et former de cette maniere peu a peu de vastes 
eondiiits, auxquels ou a donne le nom de vallSes.'^ 

The trath or incorrectness of this hypothesis of Char* 
Rentier's, I shall leave more learned geologists than 
myself to support or refute^ 

The principal valleys which have their source on the 
northern side of the central ridge of the Pyrenees are, 
beginning upon the east, 

The valley of the Tech. This valley opens upon the 
plains of Bioussillon, near the town oi BouUmy and its 
river runs into the Mediterranean a short distance from 
Elne. 

The valley of the Teta. This valley also opens upon 
the plains of Boussillon; and its river flowing near 
Perpignan, falls also into the Mediterranean. 

The valley of the Aude. The river of the Avde leaves 
the mountains in the vicinity of UmouXy and flowing 
near Carcassonne empties itself into the Mediterranean 
about six leagues from Narbonne. 

The valley of the Arriege* This beautiful valley ter- 
minates in the plains of Languedoc, between Foix and 
PamierSy and its river flows into the Garonne^ near the 

> 

village of Portet, a league above Toulouse. 

The valley of Vicdessos. This valley, famous for its 
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ironi mirifes and forges, is d tributary of the preceding, 
and joins it neat the town of Tarascon. 

The valleys of Aul/us and Erc4. 

The valley of Uatm. These three valleys join the 
great valley of the Sullai; the two first n^ar the village 
of Oust^ atnd the last near the littl6 hamlet called Lepont- 
dC'la-Taule. 

The valley of the Sallat. This valley opens into the 
plain near SaUex^ and its river, the Sallat y unites with 
the Garmne a little below St. Martory. 

The valley of Castillofiy or the Castillofiaise. Its river, 
the Zer», joins the SaUat near Saint Girons. The upper 
part of this valley is generally called the valley of Biros. 

The valley of Ger^ or Aspect. The torrent of this 
little valley falls into the Garonne near the village of 
Montesparty a couple of leagues from St. Gaudens. 

The valley of the Garonne, This valley, the longest 
of the Pyrenees, terminates in the plains oiCommingeSj 
between Saint Bertrandy and Montrejeau. From its 
source in the mountains of Spain to the Pont-du-roiy a 
league and a half above St. B^aty it is known as the 
valley d^Arran^ and forms a part of the province of Ca- 
talonia. 

The valley of Luchon, This valley joins that of the 
Garonne, near the village of Cierp. 

The valley of Larbotist. This valley opens into the 
preceding, in the vicinity of Bagneres de Luchon. 
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The valley of Louron. The river of this valley flows 
into that of the valley (TAurej near the town of Arreau. 

The ysJlej o( Aure. This valley terminates among 
the low hills in the neighbourhood of Barthe^-Nestesj 
and its river joins the Garonne near Mostrejeau. ^e 
apperportionof this valley is called the valley of the iVi?«to. 

The valley of the Campan, This beautifiil and much- 
famed valley has not its source in the central ridge, as 
all the others which I have mentioned, but is formed by 
a ramification of the great lateral chain which separates 
the valley tTAure firom that of the Lavedan. It opens 
into the plain near Tarbes^ and its river, the Adaur, flows 
into the bay of Biscay, near Bayanne. 

The valley of H^as. This small, but veiy interesting 
valley, opens into that of the Lavedan, at the village of 
G^dre. 

The valley of the Lavedan. This great valley, 
although bearing the general name oiiheLavedany has 
neverthelesi^,in difierent districts, particular appellations. 
From its entrance to its source, under the walls of the 
Marbor^, it bears the several names of the valley of 
ArgSl^Zy of Bardges, and of Cravamiej according as the 
portions of it are in the vicinity of one or other of these 
villages. It terminates at Lourdes^ and its river, the 
Gave • of Pau, joins the Adour a few leagues fiom 
Bayanne, 

% 

* Throughout Beam, and part of Bigorre, the word "gave" is a 
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The valley of Cauieretz. This valley is a tributary 
of that of the Lavedan^ and unites with it near Pierre" 
fittes. 

The valley o{ Azun. Another tributary of the Lave- 
dan, opening into it near ArgSldz. 

The valley d^Ossau. This valley opens into the plain 
of Arudyy and its river, the Gave of OleroUj unites with 
that o( Pau near Peyhorade. 

The valley d^Aape, This valley — famous as tliat 
through which the armies of France, in ancient times, on 
many occasions, passed into Spain— terminates among 
the hills near OleroUy and its river unites with the Gave 
qfOleron. 

The valley of Baretous, This little valley terminates 
among the same hills as the preceding. 

The valley of Soule. This valley, most frequently 
styled the Pays de SotUe, terminates among the little 
hills in the vicinity of the town of Mauleon, and its 
river, the Sotssoriy unites with the Gave ofOlerofiy a short 
distance from Sauveterre. 

The valley of Cize. This valley, sometimes called 
the Pays de Cize, unites with the valley o{ Baigarry. 

The valley of I/mzaidk. This valley terminates in 

the basin of Saint-Jean-Piedrde'Portj formed by the 

« 
general tenn for all the rivers and torrents of the province ; and to 

distinguish them, the name of the principal village or town which 

the river flows past, or valley through which it winds, is added. 
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valley of Cize. The upp^ part of this ^vallejr appertains 
to Spain. 

The valley of Baigorry. This valley terminates 
below the watering-place of Camboy and its river, the 
Niv€y joins the Adowr at Bayonne. 

The valley of the Batta/n. The greater part of this 
valley appertains to Spain, and the upper part of it is a 
portion of Haute-Navarre. 

The valley of the Bidaasoa. Nearly the whole of this 
valley is Spanish soil, forming part of tbeBiscayan pro- 
vince of Guipuzcoa. 

Besides the above*mentioned valleys, there are a great 
number of others of inferior note, upon the. northern 
side of the Pyrenees. 

The principal valleys upon the southern or Spanish 
side of llie Pyrenees, conuneocing upon the eastern 
extremity, are. 

The valley of the Muga. The river of this valley 
flows past the town of Fiffuer^a^ in CaUUohtOj and into 
the gulf of Rosas in the Mediterranean. 

The valley of the Ter. This valley is of much 
greater extent than the preceding. Ita river, the Ter, 
flows past Gironnef ^ejxi into.tbe Mediteoranean. 

The vall^ of Rigart. This little valley opens into 
that of the Ter. 

The valley of the S^gre. The uppei; part of this 
valley is the French Cerdagne. Its river, the . S^e, 
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flows into the Ehroy neiar the fortress of MesquinensUf 
in Catalonia. 

The valley of Baiirey 

The valley of Ordino. These two valleys unite nem 
the village oi Andorre^ and their rivers flow into the 
Sdgre near the town. of Vrgeh These valleys, with their 
dependent lateral valleys and gorges, form the liitle 
republic of Andorre. 

The valley of Ferraraj 

The yalley of Cardam. These two valleys unite near 
Tirbiay and their river flows into the Noguera 
PaiUaresa* 

The valley of Paillas. The river of this valley flows 
into the S^gre, near Ballaguer. 

The valley of BorH. This valley is of small extent, 
and is watered by the Noguera del Tort, which flows in- 
to the Noguera Ribagorsanoy near the village of Torre, 

The valley of Ribagormna* This valley is generally 
called the valley of Senety and is beautiful as well as 
extensive. Its river joins the Shgre between Ballaguer 
and Lerida. 

The valley of lEssera* This valley is generally styled, 
the valley of Benasque. Its river flows into the Cinea^ 
between Bcdbe^ro and Grfitts.. 

The valley of GUtain. This valley unites with that 
of the Cincay near the village of Salinos* The river 
which waters it is called the Cinquetta. 
The valley of the Cinca. This valley is generally 

VOL. ir. T 
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called the vMej o( BieUa or S^&use. Its river, the 
Cincaj has its source at ibe base of Mont Perdu, and it 
joins the Segre a short distance before the latter unites 
with the Ebro. 

The vaBej ofBrotto. Its river, the Arra, flows into' 
the dneaf near the village of Ainsa, 

The valley of Thine. Its river, the GaUlegOy flows 
into the Ebro^ near Sarragossa. 

The valley of Canfrano. This valley is watered by 
the AragoUj which at Alfera, talis into the Ebro, 

The vBHey of Asia, 

Thd valley of Araguesy 

The valley of Ecko, 

The valley of Ansa, 

The valley of Boncaly 

The valley of Salazar, 

The valley of Ahescoa, 

The valley of RancevduXy 

The valley of Erro : — 

The waters of all these valleys flow into the Ara^on, 

The valley of Heuguij and that of Lanz^ unite near 
Pampeluna, and their waters then flow into the Ehro, 

Thus the whole of the waters which descend from the 
Spanish Pyrenees, with the exception of those of the 
Muga, the Ter, and the Rigartj flow into the Ebro. 
Those again on the French side, flow partly into the 
ocean and the Mediterranean, by various rivers* 

Of the Glaciers in the Pyrenees those of 
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Tlie Maladetta^ ^ 

The CrabiouleSy 

Mont Perdu^ 

"JThe Breche de Roland^ 

The Vignemale^ and 

The Neouvielley are the most considerable. 

The Glacier of the Maladetta is situated in Spain, in 
the upper part of the valley of EsserOy or Benasquey and 
9, (ew lesigaes from- Bagn^es de Luchan, 

The Glacier of the CrabiotUes, is situated at the head^ 
of the little valley of the Lys, which opens into that of 
Luchan^ This Glacier unites with those of the Portilloh 
and Port {TOo, 

The Glacier of Mont Perdu. This enormous mass of 
snow and ice is situated in Spain, at the source of the 
valley of the Cinca. 

llie Glacier of the Breche de Roland. This glacier 
is situated above the famous Oule of GavarniCj at the 
source of the valley of the Lavedan. This glacier unites 
with that of the Taillon. 

• The Glacier of the Vignefnale. This glacier is si- 
tuated at the source of the little valley of Ossonne^ one 
of the latei^ valleys of the Lavedan. There are many 
inferior glaciers in its vicinity. 

The Glacier of Neouvielle. This glacier, unlike th6 
others, is at some distance from the central ridgej 
hanging upon one of the great mountains which 
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separate the valley of the Lavedan from that of Aure. 
It is very difficult to determine the region of perpetual 
snow, in the Pyrenees. Ramond has fixed it at 1350 or 
1400 toises; but there are mluiy mountains of much 
greater altitude, whose summits during a part of the sea- 
son are void of snow. 

The Pic du Midi of Bigarrey for instance, exceeds in 
height Ramond's region of perpetual 8no;w, by at least 
100 toises ; and the snow leaves it in the month of 
August 

The climate of the two extremities of the Pyrenees, is 
much wanner than that of their central districts. Their 
proximity to the sea, their comparatively slight elevation 
above the level of the ocean, and their distance from the 
great mountains, are the principal cause of the great dif- 
ference of temperature. The eastern extremity is again 
muck warmer than the western, on account of its more 
southern situation. In RoussiUoUf we find the olive 
growing in luxuriance, and many other plants which 
are not to be met with in other parts of the Pyrenees. 

With the exception of the high valleys, the climate is 
in general very mild in the districts bordering on the 
Pyrenees. The winter is very short, the cold by no 
means severe, and the snow which falls, very rarely 
remains beyond a day or two in the lower valleys. The 
summers are very warm ; too warm for comfort, if the 
mountains were not near enough to fly to, and avoid 
them. Thunder-storms are very frequent in the 
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summer, but are seldom of long duraiiOD, and aro 
anxiously expected; as the rains which accompany 
them greatly cool the atmosphere. 

In a climate such as that of the Pyrenees, vegetation 
cannot be otherwise than very fine, and accordingly we 
find the most abundant proof of it in all the Pyreneaa 
valleys, whose fertility is perhaps unequalled in the 
world, and whose exquisite beauties ace far too little 
known. 

The Pyrenees abound in mii^eral springs, many of 
which have acquired a great cdebrity firom the cures 
which they are said to have effected. All the mo^t fre- 
quented of the springs are under the supmntendence of 
a physician, employed by the government, and great 
impartiality is observed in their administration. There 
is much necessity for this being ihe case, as often the 
demand for the waters is far above; the supply. 

The following are the. most noted mineral sprii3igs in 
these mountains. 

Bagndres de Bigorre. The period for taking these 
waters is firom April to the end of October. 

The springs are numerous, and there are about seventy 
baths. The most frequented are those of Santej Saiuty 
TlUas^ Priy ChiUierejor CazeoMX. The others, which 
are warm springs, are : 1. Z^ Beine, or spring of Bag^ 
nerolles, situated on a hill overlooking the town, and 
said to be the mother-spring ;^ 2. Le Dauphin; 3« La 
Nouvelle Fontaine^ belonging to Le. Dauphin ; 4. St. 
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Roch : 5; The two baths of F&uUm ; 6. Le Peiit Bain^ 
which is in the town ; 7. La Fontaine de Saiies; 8. Le 
Petit Prieur; 9. Le Bain des Pauvres ; 10. La somrce 
d* Artique-Zofi^rti^, now called the Pinac waters, after 
a physician who analyzed and made several interesting 
observations respecting them. The ferruginous spring of 
Angouleme rises on a hill to the south-west of Bagneres. 
The waters are diuretic, aperitive, and tonic, and are 
said to be efficacious in a great variety of disorders. 

Bagneres de Luchon. The warm springs there have 
long been celebrated, and several Latin inscriptions attest 
that they were known to the Romans. The waters are 
taken from May to October; and there is an hospital for 

4 

the poor. Some of the springs are warm, and others 
cold. They are called as follows: 1. La Grotte; 2. La 
Salle ; 3. Lea Romaines ; 4. Le Rocher ; 5. La Reine ; 
this issues from the rock, and has been called by Cam- 
pardon, the nursery of the waters of Luchon, as four 
other springs of different temperature rise near it ; 6, La 
Douce; 7. La Chatuile a droiie;' SI La Chaude i 
gauche; 9, and 10. Les Blanches y separated by two 
other cold springs; 11 and 12, which are cold and 
slightly sulphureous. 

These springs are situated at the foot of a mountain, 
near to each other, and are conducted beneath the ground 
into different reservoirs. The transparent waters look 
black, as the bottom of the reservoirs are lined with small 
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-islabs of slate ; they emit a smell resembling musty eggs; 
their taste is flat ; the action of the air, beat, and light, 
decomposes these waters, and gives them a milky ap- 
pearance. 

The medicinal properties of these waters bear consi- 
derable resemblance to those of Bareges and Cauteretz. 
They are employed both externally and internally, and 
are efficacious in chronic rheumatisms, paralysis, catarrh, 
and various other disorders. When drunk, they are 
taken pure, or mixed with milk. 

' Contiguous to the springs are sudatories, which are 
heated by the water which crosses them. These are but 
little frequented, and persons who go into them cannot 
remain more than a quarter of an hour, as the air is so 
hot and thick. 

Bardges is celebrated for its mineral waters, which 
were known to Caesar and . Sertorius, who constructed 
buildings here worthy of Roman grandeur. Margaret, 
queen of Navarre, and sister of Francis I. visited these 
springs ; a^d Henry IV. frequented them in his youth : 
Montaigne likewise visited them ; and their fame was 
tstill ftuther augmented by the residence of Madame de 
MainienoB, with the duke of Maine. 

Bareges is annually visited by a great number of per- 
sons. The season lasts from May 20th to October 1st. 
Louis XV. erected a military hospital at Bareges, in 
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which an immente number both of c^oers mid aoldieis 
have been healed. 

There are thx^e springs, the hot, the temperate, and 
the tepid, and five baths, three of which are close to- 
gether. The names of the baths are : I. VEntrie ; 2. 
The Great Basin, or Royal Bath; 3. Le Fond; 4. Le 
Pollard; 5. La Chapelle; at La Grotte; which is the 
highest as to situation. A pump is appropriated to the 
use of those drinking the waters, and there are two 
basins, each adapted for fourteen bathers. Although 
there are springs appropriated exclusively to the baths, 
the pump, and the douches, yet the waters are but 
slightly different. 

The waters of Bardges are clear, but emit an unplea- 
sant smell. They are particularly £sunous for healing 
wounds, and are also used in various disorders. They 
should be diunk on the spot, as carnage of course de- 
stroys their natural heat, and alters some of their pro- 
perties. They are under tho superintendence of eifhy- 
sician. In their effects they are generally aperitive, 
diuretic, and sudorific. 

Si. Saw?eur. The bathing establishments consist "of 
a douche, and fourteen other baths,.which. cannot, how- 
ever, all be filled at the same time, on account of the 
small quantity of water furnished by the springs. The 
season commences in May, and ends in October. The 
lodgings here are commodious. ' 
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V 

The mineral waters of. St SauTeur were not known in 
former times. According to tradition, a bishop of Tarbes, 
who ^(^as exiled at Luz, constructed, in the yicinity of the 
«pring8, a imiall chapel, with the following insmption : 
*^ Vjos haurieds aquas de fontibus Sal?atori8 f and from 
this inscription, it is said the place derired its name. 

The principal spring is situated on a high mountain, 
from which the water is brought down to the baths by 
wooden pipes. There are two other springs on the 
heights. 

The waters are taken inwardly for asthma, and ob- 
«tructions of the viscera ; and the baths are employed 
in rheumatic affections and contractions. The waters 
are milder than those of Bareges and Cauteretz, and 
are therefore more adapted to bilious and irritable tem- 
peraments. 

Cauteretz* There are ten springs. , A quarter of a 
league from this town, on the banks of the Gave, is the 
spring of La BailUrey where there is a saloon with 
4bur rooms. 

AboTc the Baths ofBruzaulty on the mountain towards 
the east, are the establishments of deaar; of Les 
EfpagnolSy also called La Beine^ and Pat^e, very near 
each other, and difficult of access. There are also the 
springs of Pre^ Bois, Plaa^ Manhouraty and Bieumisety 
or des Yeax. 

The spring of CsBsar supplies the bottles which ase 
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exported to all parts of France. The price o( each bot- 
tle is 25 centimes ; but visitors may drink at the springs 
gratuitously ; and this is the case at all. the springs in the 
arrondissement The baths have been gradually im- 
proved, particularly at Manhourat and La Raillere. 

The waters are efficacious in various cases, particularly 
in wounds, rheumatism, liver-complaints, intermittent 
fevers, consumption, ulcers, paralysis, and cutaneous 
disorders. 

In the valley d' Ossau there are several springs of 
-great celebrity ; indeed those of the Eaux Bonnes are 
among the best known ; and most freiquented in the 
Pyrenees. They have three different sources ; the first 
is styled La Vielle ; the second, Iji Source Neuve^ and 
the third. La Source cP Ortecb. The first is the only one 
which is drunk, and its taste is any thing but agreeable 
to the palate. 

The medicinal properties of these waters acquired 
great fame for them in ancient times, firom the good effects 
which they wrought upon the Beamais soldiers who had 
been wounded at Pavia. It was they who bestowed 
iiponihemiheneaDe of IjCS Eaux (FJrquebusiides. Since 
those times they have acquired great reputation in curing 
pulmonary complaints, and individuals afflicted with these 
diseases, crowd to them from all parts of Europe. 

In the adjacent valley, are the Eaux Ohaudes, also 
well known at an early period, and still remarkable for 
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the cures which they effect NotwithstandiDg the fright- 
ful approach to these mineral springs, the little court of 
the lings of Navarre paid them an annual visit; and an 
inscription carved on the rock which overhangs the most 
d9xigerous pass, commemorates the occasion on which 
the Princess Catherine, sister of Henry IV., entered the 
wild and secluded valley. 

There are five different sources of the Eaux Chaudes, 
almost all issuing from the granite. The first .is called 
La Houn deu Rerg; the second, VEsquirette; the third, 
Le Trou; the fourth, VAresec, and the fifth, Main 
Vieille. Their use is recommended in asthmatic com- 
plaints, and the baths for paralysis and r}ieumatisms. 
. On the road from Bagndres de Bigorre to Montrejeau, 
are the mineral springs of Capvem, whose baths, during 
the period' of the Roman dominion in the South of 
France, were in great request ; and now that the inhabit- 
ants of the village have erected handsome and comfort- 
able accommodation for visitors, they are daily rising in 
importance. They are chiefly efficacious in chronic 
diseases. 

In the valley of the Arriege, there are many mineral 
springs, and several beautifully situated watering-places. 

The baths of Ussat, near Taras9on, are much fre- 
quented. They are particularly efficacious in nervous 
affections^ rheumatisms, and several other diseases. 
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In the same valley are' the mineral springs of Ax', 
which have been considered of so much importance by 
the government, that an hospital has been built there for 
soldiers. They are very efficacious in asthmatic com- 
plaints and chronic affections, in paralysis, ulcers, &c. 

In the valley of the Aude, is the beautiful little water- 
ing-place of Aleth. Its springs are efficacious in 
paralysis, in chronic affections, and diseases of the 
stomach. 

In the valley of the Teta, is the charming little water- 
ing-place of Vemet, annually crowded with visitors from 
the south-eastern provinces of France, a^d the northern 
parts of Spain. They are chiefly useful as tonics. 

In the same valley are the springs of Olette, of the 
same character as those of Ax. The springs of Las Es- 
caldas in the same neighbourhood, are much the same as 
those of Bareges, Cauteretz, and the Eaux Bcmnes. The 
baths of Las EscaMas have, from an early period, been 
much frequented. ^ 

In the vuHey of the Tct, are the mineral springs of 
Preste, near the Prats de MoUo; and those of Port les 
Bains, near Aries, the buildings of which last are sup- 
posed to have been constructed by the Romans. The 
springs of Preste have the same properties as those of 
Las Escaldas. 

The waters of Aries are used as tonics, and are bene-' 
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ficial in rhenmatisms, paralysis, and old muslset- 
wounds. 

There are many other mineral springs in the central 
and eastern departments of the Pyrenees, besides those 
already noticed, and some of them, such as those of 
Aldus and others, of considerable importance. 






OF THE BEARNAIS LANGUAGE. 

It was the author's intention to have inserted^ along with 
the specimens of Beamais Poetry, a glossary of the 
dialect : but the materials from which he would have 
drawn it up, not being at the present moment within 
his reach, he has not ventured from his own imperfect 
knowledge of the language, to supply it The following 
illustration of the composition of the dialect may not^ 
however, be deemed uninteresting. 

Of the Verbs. 

In the Beamais dialect, the verbs — in whieb consists 
the true riches of a language — ^are very numerous. 
There are always many which express the same idea, at 
the same time modifying it ; thus, besides the verb brusla 
(to bum), we find cresma, creseca, art ard^, eslamaj 
ahouegnaj of which the force augments progressively. 

Others may also be created at will firom almost all the 
substantives ; from toMe (table) is formed taUleya (to sit 
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at table) ; from ardit (a Uardy^ small piec^ of money) is 
formed arditeya (to collect a little money) ; from pot (to 
kiss) is formed poutiqueya (to give kisses), &c.y &c. 
Their conjugation is easy, regular, and graceful ; the 

different moods are formed without the assistance of the 

< 

pronouns, /, ihou^ he, &c., which gives a vivacity and 
rapidity of expression which is not to be found in the 
French language. 

Of the Participles. 

The participles are formed by adding to the infinitive 
the syllables dou^ di^ or dis, in the masculine ; doure, 
d&re, or disse in the feminine. Thus minya (to eat), 
minyadouy minyadoure, who eats ; minyade, minyadSre 
or minyadisj minyadisse, which may, or which ought to 
be eaten. Ayma {\jo\oyre),aymad(m,amad(mre,'w\io\GVQ9y 
aymad^y aymad&re, or aymadis, aymadisse, who may, or 
who ought to be loved. 

Reflective verbs are formed by the addition of the 
letter s to the termination of the infinitive, separated from 
it by an apostrophe, which takes the place of the 
(French) pronoun se; birouleya (to turn), hirouleya '« (to 
turn one's self). 

Of the Substantives and the Adjectives. 
The gender of the substantive is easily modified ; 
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which permits of expressions being varied,. and also 
allows of their being rendered more. gentle or more 
strong, according to the circumstances \ to effect this, 
nothing more is required than to make use of a diminu- 
tive, or of an augmentative, of which all the substantives 
are susceptible. Thus la came (the leg) is feminine; la 
camcite, la camine (the little leg), are also of the same 
gender ; but lou camot^ Um cam^tj lau camau^ are of the 
masculine. 

Those words of which the gender is not well deter- 
mined, may even be changed without having recourse to 
diminutives or augmentatives ; as xagourg or gourgue (a 
gathering together of water) ; clot or clotie (a ditch) ; 
arram or arrame (a branch) ; bruc or brnqtiCf &c^ &c. 

Of Diminutives and Augmentatives. 

Every substantive and adjective has its diminutive and 
its augmentative, which attaches to these words, at the 
will of him whq employs them, agreeable or disagreeable 
ideas. 

The diminutive is formed by adding to the end of the 
word the syllables ett, ettCj to express joy, and pleasure ; 
iny ine, to express friendship, tenderness, love; aUj otj 
ottCj to express pity or contempt. 

The argumentative is formed by adding the syllables a«, 
a^ ; it serves to express hatred, disdain, ridicule, or some 
disagreeable idea. 
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. Thus from kemne (woman) is fonned kemnette (little 
wbxnan^ agreeable to look at) ; hemnine (pretty little 
woman, whom one loves) ; hemnouj or hemnotte (poor 
little woman, whom one pities or despises) ; hemnetm (a 
gigantic woman ; disagreeable ; or whom one hates) ; 
hemfUMsasse is even sometimes said to augmefnt the force 
of the expression. 

Of the VowelSy and their Pronunciation. 

The Beamais dialect, like the Italian language, owes 
its sweetness to the great number of vowels which it 
contains ; they form thejtfwafe* of almost all words; their 
pronunciation is either long or short ; soft or strong. 
The manner in which they are accentuated, indicates the 
different modulations, constituting that prosody, and that 
harmony, which renders the Beamais the most poetic, as 
well as the most musical dialect of the south of France. 

A and o, placed at the termination of words, have 
sometimes a feeble, sometimes a strong sound : those 
vowels which are strongly sounded, are distinguished 
by the accent gravCj a, d, sometimes even by doubling 
the vowel, as plaa (well), coo (heart). 

O in the midst of a word is always shoit : but when 
placed at the end, it is almost always pronounced long ; 
in this case, it stands for the French e mute, and is cut 
off in the same w^ay as it ; this jast letter is even made 

VOL. II. u 



290 APPENDIX. 

IU6 of in wxiliiigy giTing it, however, the pf ominriKlion of 
the Of bypiolonging and sofiening the soond; fhiis the 
following words are written andgne^ lerauyiney hamjueUej 
hnt they acre pronounced amiffuo, herouymoy bauqmeito. 

The f,like the o, may be sometimes long at the end of 
aword,bntitis short elsewhere; thas it is short in serbi 
(to serve), mouri (to die), nundi (mill) ; and it is long in 
cerbi (stag), que nundi (I grind), que'm mouri (I die) ; in 
this last case, the % follows the samendes as the o, that is 
to say, it is cut off in the same manner, and forms a 
feminine termination, whilst it is masculine when short 

In Beamais, there are only two kinds of e known, the 
6 fermt and the k ouvert; which are distinguished, the 
first by an accent aigu, and the second by an accent 
grave. As in these words tendrS (tender), tendre (ten- 
derness), ahi (to have), abbe (an abbe). But the ifermi 
has two different pronunciations ; the one long, and the 
other short It is long for example, in hede (to see), 
cred^ (to believe), rede (stiff), bonU (to wish); and it is 
diort in ah^ (to have), sah^ (to ktaow), boul6 (the wish). 
Thus, as has been observed of the vowels o and t, the i 
ferm€ forms a masculine termination when it is short, and 
a feminine termination when long, and it is cut off in die 
same manner. 

The u is also pronounced in two ways ; like the 
French u in inadu (a wall), cadu (each) ; and like the 
Italian i« in the following words, 'paXi, (a stake), aM 



APPENDIX. 291 

(thirst), ceU (heaven), arriU (a brook), poU (fear) ; that is 
to say, as if they were ptum^ seou, ceau, arriou, poau ; 
this last u is distiaguished by ii. 

The letter A, preceded by an I, takes the place of the 
French llmouilUeSj either in the middle or at the end of 
a word, and is pronounced in the same manner. Thus 
hilh (son), ailh (garlic), tourrouilh (ice), aUlhetie (ewe), 
oMhd, are pronounced in this manner. 



tjtt 



SPECIMENS OP BEARNAIS POETRY. 



RoussiONouLET cui cantes, 

Sus la branque palisat, 
Qu' it plats, et que t* encantes, 

Aiiprds de ta miey tat ! 
Et you pie de tristesse, 

Lou CO tout enclabaty 
En quitan ma mestresse, 

Parti desesperat ! 

'Ere be pressentibe 

Lou die deti parti ! 
Lou cd que s'em mouribe 

De la b6de soufiri. 
D'ue bouts langourouse, 

Dits, m'estregnen la ma: 
^^ B dn seri malhurouse 

Sins cal6 separa.^* 
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Youb^ proumeti, la here, 

D* eb ayma tendremen : 
Ma paratile ey sincere ; 

Ayat fe soulamen ; 
£t siat assegurade, 

Que, louein d' aqueis oueillousi 
S' ere ma destinade, 

Soufiriri mey que bous. 

L^ ayguette, la plus clare, 

L^ arriii, lou plus poumpous, 
De moun co quis desglare, 

N* esgalen pas lous pious. 
Nou-y-a carte, ni libe, 

D' u sort ta rigourous : 
Arr^s no^ pot escribe 

Ni cauta mas doulous. 



Tail coum la Tourterelle, 

En quitan soun pariou, 
Moun cd toustem fidelle, 

Saiineye a soun amou. 
Oubyet de ma tendresse, 

Ail noum de V amistat, 
Flagnet lou quib adresse 

Soun darrevadichat i 



Moun doux amic s* en ba parti 

S' en ba ta la Roachelle ; 
Que herey you soulette acy 

Oh! MUicecraeUe! 
Que berey you? quern baii mouriy 

Louein de moun 06 fidelle. 

Belitat, esprit, Ion me Ptotou 
Ben abk d* impourtance ; 

B^re taille et boune fiiygou 
Quoan se targabe en danse, 

Et ta pli paria de V amou 
'N ab^ pariou en FVance. 

En m' embrassau eth me digou, 
Lous oueilhs (ous pUs de lanaes : 

Soubiente de toun seibidou 
Qui ba ponrta las armes. 

En ta merita toon amou. 
Dili las tristes aliarmes ! 



f 

I 
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Lou mati qui aii sort cadou ; 

Eth me disc : " Beroye, 
De serbi lou Rey moun S^ignou 

Ben auri la grand yoye 
Si n' 6re pas la toue doulou 

Qu' im h6 mouri de roye," 

Lou plus aymable delis galans 

You r ey pergut praubette, 
Adichat flous^ adiii ribans, 

Adiii douces flourettes ; 
You bau passa mouns plus bets ans 

Chens plasms amourettes. 

Lous ciseiis que V amic m^ a dat 

Et la bague daiirade 
Dessus moun sk seran pla$ats 

En aqueste journade, 
De mouns pious sexan arrousats 

Dinquo qu' em sic secade. 

Gran Dili qui bedet moun turmen, 

Qu^ counec^et mfi, p^e, 
Het-T-me rebede soulem^ 

L^ oubye^ qui m' encaddue ; 
Apr^s, sat beye, prountamen ; 

Het mouri Matalene. 



MouN Dili quine souffirence, 

ST as-tu caiisat ! 
Dab quine indi£f)§rence 

M' as-tu quittat ! 
Quoan dises que m^ aymabes 

Ta tendremen, 
Labels tu qu' em troumpabes 

Cruelemen, 
Et qu' et fSlicitabes 

De moun tourmen ! 

Deiis qui tan jfrequantade, 

Noun *y a nat, nou. 
Qui V ay6 tan aymade 

Coum hasi you. 
Et per recounechence^ 

B^ m'as trahit ! 
Mes moun mail dab Pabsence- 

Be s^ ey goarit ; 
Yutye daquiii, et pense 

Co qui m' an dit. 
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L^ amou lou plus sincere 

Non t* ey tf arr^ : 
Qu' aymes d* esta leiiy^re, 

Quey toun plaz6 ; 
D* aiites s^ y soun pecades, 

Chens pensa mail : 
Que las an cayoulades 

Bet drin coum call : 
Aprds las an l^chades, 

Ataiii ataii. 



M^ you coum V aymi here, 

Bouy i' aberti, 
Sin es k terns encouerci 

Abise-f y : 
U moumen de feblesse 

Pot aiiiba ; 
Non seras pas mestresse 

De refiisa; 
Ni mey per toun adresse, 

Deii r6para» 



Leche dounc, sim bos cr^de, 

Aquet gargou. 
Qui souben te bien bede, 

Coum hasi you. 
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Pren garde a la glissade, 

Lou pas qu' ey dous ; 

Sit lh6babes troumpadey 
Qoines doulous ! 

Abise-f 7 maynade : 

6arelous.plousl 



ADiofiAT, las mies aitious. 
La bdre Marg&lide ! 

En gouardan ldut» ag&erous, 
Sib seret mar&aidide ? 



« — NiMi cities, fl^oan amic dous, 
You moim soy marfandide : 

M^ft r aygnette de T arrous, 
Qu^ m^ a drin refresqidde. 

/ 

Lou has^ n' ab^ cantat. 

Que las mies ofiillettes 
You tirabi deli didat^ 

Per bolts mas amoutettes. 



— You b' 6ri soil tucoolet 
A r aiibette deli die ; 

Non-y-a que bous amiguet 
Qu' im desset facherie. 
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Lous xnontous de rouy pintrats, 
Lous trues de las esquires, 

Ben h6ran brut| s^a Dili plats 
Capbat las anibdres. 

— ^Biiam, biram lou bestia, 

Per aceres endostes ; 
Tu qtf as bunrej you qu* ey pa, 

Qu^ ens heram sengl6s rostes. 

Ptehety ptehet, agnerous, 
Ptehet, mas ouillettes. 

En broustan aquestes flous^ 
You qu* eb l^chi soulettes. 



— £t tu, petit Dili d' amous. 
Qui boles per lous aires. 

Ayes souein deiis amourous, 

£t lou troupet qu* em gouay tes. 

-^Adichat, dinqu* k douma ; 

Qu* em biret pla V aoiiillade; 
Are, noum pouch mey triga ; 

Que seri trop cridade. 



HEIGHTS OF THE MOST REMARKABLE PLACES 

IN THE PYRENEES. 



A toise is about six feet four inches EnglishT measure. 



Perfignan 

Cebet (bridge of), small town in the valley of the 

Tech 

Ables^ a small town in the same valley 

MoNTFERET^ village in the same valley ......... 

Canioou (mountain)^ between the valley of the 

Tech and that of the Teto 

M088ET (mountain), between the valleys of the 

Teta and of the Aude^ a little to the west of the 

Col de la Marguerite »•« » «.• 

Boo Blano (mountain)^ at the head of the valley 

of t]ie Aude..... ..« , 

Pic PetbiBx or Pig de Pb^gue^ at the head of 

the Gorg^ d'Orlu^ between the valley of the 

Teta and that of Arri^ ••••••.., 

Pic Lanouz^ upon the ridge of the high chain^ at 



Toises.! Fcec 
10 63 



50 
142 
401 

1442 



12d6 



1302 



1427 



317 

899 

2539^ 

9132^ 



7828 



8246 



9037| 



302 
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Toises. 

the head of the valley of Arri^ge • 1466 

Pic Pedbous, upon the ridge of the high chain ^ a 

short distance to the east of the Port de Puy- 

morens at the head of the valley of the Arri^ 1490 
Pic db Fontabobntb> on the ridge of the high 

chain> at the head of the little valley of Asson 

in the valley of the Arri^ 1447 

Pic db la Sebbebe^ on the ridge of the high 

chain> at the head of the same little valley ... 1515 
Pic du Pobt db Siquibb, upon the ridge of the 

high chain, at the head of the little valley of 

Siguier 1504 

Pobt de Rat, at the head of the valley of 

Vicdessos 1168 

Montcalm, upon the ridge of the high chain, in 

the valley of Vicdessos 1600 

ViCDBSSOB S62 

Pobt db Lhebk, at the head of the little valley of 

Sue 778 

Lake op Lhbbz 64S 

Sue, village in the little valley of Sue 487 

Sbm, village in the valley of Vicdessos 402 

Entbancb to tbb minb of Rancib, called 

VAuriette 641 

Entbancb to thb mike of Rancib, called 

Cravque 700 

Summit of thb mountain of Rancib 820 



Feet 
0284^ 



0433 



9164 



9595 



9525 

7403} 

10513 
2292| 

4927. 
4072 
8084 
3116 

4Qfi0| 

4433 
5193 
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Pic^ OR Cap d'Endbon^ at the head of the little 

Talleyof Sem 1053 

Col de la Couillade^ between the little valley 

of Sue and that of Oourbit 1016 

Etanq-Blau, small lake at the upper part of 

the little valley of Oourbit • 9SII 

Pbat d'Evbans, valley of Oourbit 759 

Plateau de Cautibs^ in the sameiralloy •• 486 

Pic de Saikt fiABTHBLEmr, in the valley of 

Arridge 1190 

Tarascon, valley of Arri^ •• 237 

¥oix, chief town of the department of Arri^ . . . 19S 
Saint-Paul de Jabrat> valley of the Arri^ge . 224 
Pjc DE Mont Vallier^ upon the ridge of the 

high chain, at the head of the valley of Sallat.« 1440 

Mabsat^ town in the little valley of Sonlan 303 

SAiNT-OiBONa, valley of the Salkt 211 

Anmfvmmn, village in the valley of CastiUon .... 232 

%fAZ ^Azth, little valley of Laxjae 135 

HAtffn^nmx, between this valley and that of 

iU' ^tht w- 126 

Pm' Mi ^tjfstovhiov, or Tuo Dti Maubbrmk* 

jS'^w iSht ridge of the high chain, at the head 

(Vf^tfH^ \^i)l}ey of CastiUon ».., 1488 

A^cW^^M'A'i^ (ft CnABKttB, at the head of the little 

T^jilky <rf Whiles 1354 

JMiV^AnrfiV, w tte tm Hioub, upon the ridge of 



Feeu 
6729 

6434} 

5833 
4807 
3078 

7536| 
1501 
1216 
1418} 

9120 
1919 
1336 
1469 
855 

798 



9424 



8575 
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Tot 
the hig^ diain to the aoath of ArtieSy in the 

▼alle^ d' Arran 1509 

PoBT DB ViBLLA, upcm the ridge of the high cham 1286 

Etakodu Tobo 1034 

V1BLI.A9 chief town of the valley d'Aimn 452 

Saint Bbat, in the vidley of the Ganmne 276 

Pic bb Gab, near Saint B^t • 937 

Baonbbbs db Luchon 314 

PoBTiLLON DB BuBBB, between the yalley of 

Lochon and that of Arran « 644 

HopiTAL BB BAONBBESy at the foot of the Port 

de Venasque 696 

PoBT DB LA PicADB, at the head of the vaUey of 

Lnchon 1243 

PoBT BB Vbnasque 1238 

Laxb of the Port db Vbnasque 1137 

Post db la Glebe, to the west of the aboye 

mentioned 1192 

Pbat be Jouo, in the little Talley of the Port de 

la Gl^e 490 

Gbabioulbs, upon the ridge of the high chain at 

the head of the valley de Lys 1650 

TuQuii! DB Maupas, in the Same Tslley ..•• 1615 

S0PBBBAGNBRO8, mountain above Bagndres re- 
markable for its line view • « 896 

Maladbtta {highest summit of )> called the Pic 

d'Anethou 1787 



Feet. 

9557 
8145 
6549 
2863 
1748 
5934 
1989 

4079 

4408 

7872 
7841 
7201 

7529 

3103 

10450 
10228 

5675 

11318 
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Toises. Feel. 

Inaccessible ridge to the west of the Pic d' Anethou 1G27 1 0304 
Foot of the Glacier of the Maladetta ( 10th of Sep- 
tember, 1811) 1371 B683 

Lacd*Albb 1135 7188 

Edge of the GoufFre de Tourmon 1069 6770 

Cabin at the Plain des Etanos, at the foot of 

the Maladetta 922 5839 

Pic ar Mail db Pouis, or Pique Fourcanade 1569 993t 

HopiTAL DE Venasqub i 875 5542 

Tuque de Cieyo, little valley of Astos of Be- 

nasque .....1400 8867 

Pic Posbt, or Las Posets, opposite to the Port 

d'Oo upon the south side 1764 11172 

PuNTA DE Lardana, or Pic d'Irre, between 

the valleys of Essera and of Gistain 1336 8461 

Port d'Oo, at the head of the valley de Larboust 1540 9753 

Frozen Lake of the Port d'Oo 1361 8620 

Lag D'EsPiNGOy in the valley of Larboust 932 5903 

Head of the Cascade of Seculejo, in the valley 

of Larboust ...* 878 5561 

Lac de Seculejo 718 4547 

Plaine d' Astos of Oo 564 3572 

Pic Quairat, between the valleys of Larboust 

andofLys 1585: 10038 

>Pic DE Montarouye, a little to the north of 

the Pic Quairat 1438 9107 

Pic DE Hermitans, between the valleys of Lar- 
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Toises. 

boust and of Luunm 1554' 

Port de Feyrrsovrde, between the vaUeys of 

Larboust and of Louron 798 

La Skrrb de Sainte-Paul^ between the valley 

of Oueil and Luchon 962 

Port de Lapez^ at the head of the valley of 

Louron 1265 

Pic de Batoa^ or Bibdous, between the Port of 

Lapez and that. of Plan •» 15^ 

Port de Plan, at the head of the little valley pf 

. Rioumajou, in the valley of Aure « • « * • 1 151 

Serrb d'Azbt, between the valley of Louton 

and that of Aure »•.... 804 

VihhAQE of Saint Lart, in the valley of Aure 400 
Pic d'Abre (the higher), in the valley d'Auie.. 1504 

(the lower) 1485 

Pic j}i Baroudb,. upon the ridge ci the high 

chain at .the head of the valley d'Aure •....• 1532 
Plan d'Arragnquet, last village of the valley 

d'Aure ^ 684 

Hopital de.Pi^an, in the valley of Giatain 768 

Sant-Jban, chief town of the valley of Oistain . 573 
Junction of the Cingbttb (torrent of the valley 

of Gistain) with the Cinca 382 

BiELSA, in the valley of the Cinca / 514 

Notrb-Dame de Pinede, at the head of the 

valley of the Cinca, and the nearest habitation 



Feet 
&842 



4091 

6003 

8008 

91118 

7289 

5092 
2533 
9525 
9405 

9708 

4332 
4864 
3^9 

2483 
3255 
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Toises. Feet. 

to Mont Perdu 667 4224 

Port Vibl, between the valley of the Cinca and 

that of Estaube 1314 8322 

Port de Pinsdb 1291 8176 

Lake op Mont Perdu, estimated at 1300 8233 

Co^ DE N18CLB or of Fanlo, opposite the Port 

de Pinede 291 1843 

Mont Perdu 1747 11264 

Dylindre du Marbore 1729 10950 

Pic de la Cascade 1681 10646 

Tour du Marbore 1560 9933 

Breche de Roland 1542 9766 

Le Taillon,- between the Breche de Roland and 

the Port de Gavarnie 1649 10443 

Plain op Millaris, upon the south side of the 

Marbore 1194 7562 

Entrance to the valley op Odessa 556 3521 

Cirque d'Estaubb, at the head of the valley of 

Estaube „ 931 5896 

Borne dr Tuque Rouye, at the. head of the 

same valley 1220 7727 

Breche de Tuque Rouyr 1490 9417 

Col de Pimbnr, or Breche d'Allans, between 

the valley of Zavadan and that of Estaube 1291 8176 

Grange de Garoantan^ at the entrance of the 

valley of Estaube .902 5713 

Notre Damb db Heas, in the valley of Heas... 740 46B7 

X 2 
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Toises. 

Foot of the Port de la Canau and the Cibqctb 

VE Tboumouse lOGO 

Mountain of Tsoumousb ^ 1642 

Pic d'Aiguillon, between the valley of Heas, 

and that of Aure 1523 

Hospice ds Boucharo, in the valley of Brotto 741 

Port of Gavarnib, or of Boucharo 1172 

Lakb of Loubassov, at the upper part of the 

valley des Epessicres ' 1131 

Commencement of the cascade ofGavarnie 1166 
Cirque db Gavarnib, or Houle du Marborb, 

• at the foot of the cascade 985 

Gavarnie (village of )> in the valley of the Lave- 

dan .' 735 

Gedrb (village of )^ in the valley of the Lavedan 546 
Pic de Campbiel, between the valley of Aure 

and that of Lavedan ••« 1660 

Port dr-Campbiel 1333 

Pic Long, between the valley of Aure and that of 

Lavedan ••« 1656 

Pic de Neouvielle, between the little valley of 

Coiiplan, and the valley of Bastan 1616 

Pic dr Bergons HOB 

Pic d'Eyre 1267 

Pic d'Arbizon, at the head of the valley of Cam* 

pan M 1460 

Saint Sauveur (baths of ) in the valley of Lavedan 395 



F»*t. 

6713 
103$}9 

9646 
469:1 
7423 

7163 
10385 

6067 

4855 
3458 

10513 

8442 

* 

10488 

10235 
7017 
8024 

9247 
2502 
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Toises, 

Luz (town of), in the same valley, at the entrance 

of the valley of Ba8tan..«..« 370 

Bareges, in the valley of the Bastan G58 

Col du Tourmalet, at the head of this valley... 1126 

Pic du Midi de Bigorre 1493 

Pic de Montaigu , 1192 

Pknna de Lherys, in the valley of Campan .... 820 
PiKRREFiTTES (village). In the valley of Lavedan 260 

Argrlez 241 

LouRDE, town at the entrance of the valley of th& 

Lavedan ••••••. .«• 211 

ViGNEMALE, at the head of the valley of Cauterez 

and of the little valley of Ossonne upon the 

ridge of the high chain 1721 

Pig de Badescure, at the head of the little valley 

of Bun , 1616 

Pig d*Asri£Ugrand, at the extremity of the 

valley of Azun 1541 

Pic, or Som de Soube 1607 

Pic duMidi d'Ossau 1531 

Pig d'Aulb, to the north-west of the Pic du Midi 

d'Ossau 1505 

Pig d*Anie, upon the ridge of the high chain 

between the valley d'Aspe and that of Soule... 1326 
Mountain of Orhi, upon the ridge of the high 

chain at the head of the valley of Soule 1031 

Orsan-Sourrietta (mountain of) «. 801 
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Feet. 

2400 
4167 
7131 
9432 
7549 
5193 

1647 
1526 

1336 



10900 

10228 

9760 

10178 

9696 

9532 

8398 

6530 
5073 
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ToisM.i Feet. 



Mountain of Hausa* between the valley of 
Baigorry and that of Bastan •••• 607 

Mountain opHaya, or of Quatre-Couronnbs 
in the Guipuzcoa 500 

Mountain of Aisquibrl» upon the sea-coast, 
between Bidassoaand the Port du Passage ... 27B 

Tarbrs 150 

TouLousR (Piace Royale) • 73 



422i 
3167 
1761 

mo 

462 
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EXPLANATION OF CERTAIN TERMS PECUIJAR TO THE 

PYRENEES. 

Cacoti — The most simply constructed cabin of the 
shepherds. 

C/mos— confused heaps of immense rocks. 

Cirque — the circular basin inclosed by vast precipices, 
found at the source of many valleys. 

Core — small Port or passage. 

Cauila — Cabin of the shepherds of the Hautes 
Pyrenees. 

Couret — the course of a river when it leaves a lake. 

Courtaou — Cabin of the shepherds of the Couserans. 

Estibe —Fine meadows. 

Gave — Generic name for rivers in Bigorre and 
Beam* 

Hourqiie, Hourquette — A little port or passage in 
Bigorre. 

Mail — Mountain in the valleys of the Garonne. 
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Xetie — Geoetic name k^r men ia 
Quit — Ijoeal name §ar the CrrpMS. 
OrrU — Siiepheids* caim in tlie cood^ of Foix. 
Peme — The eUiune point of a mnmitain 
PiMKy, Ak*, Peek, Pm§^ ^— Moontain. 
JSnilfere—Spaoe corered vidi fasirnts of &IIen 
lock* 

Rawiade^Grcal tkxks. 

Rtmie The trunk of a tree meant to be sawed. 

Sarre^ SerrCj Serrat — ^Mountain. « 

Setntbe — Forest* 

TmCy Tmfmt — ^Moontain. 

7ifr<m— little hiDock. 
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WoodfjU. Pftalrr. Ai^ Cumt. Skinaci bUert, Uwduo. 



312 EXPLANATION OF TERMS. 

Nesie — Generic Bamc for rivers in Bigorre. 
Oule — Local name for the Cirques, yj/ 

Orris — Shepherds' cabin in the county of Foix. 
Pe»e— The extreme point of a mountain. 
Pauey, Puch^ Pech^ P'^V^ Sfc, — ^Mountain. 
Raillere^-^Sp^ce covered with fragments of fallen 
rock* 
Ramade — Great flocks. 

IZoiife-— The trunk of a tree meant to be sawed. 
Sarre, Serre, Serrat — Mountain. * 

Seoube — Forest. 
7W, Tuque — Mountain. 
Turon — Litde hillock. 
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